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INTRODUCTION

Considerable interest has been shown this month in the Annual Archaeology lecture given by
John Maleney, by both developers and press. Over 160 developers attended the lecture, and
to judge by some of the comments were suitably impressed by both what John had to say,
and by the impressive finds display and exhibition. Press coverage included an itern on
Thames News, articles in the Financial Times, Guardian, Estates Times, Building and others.
In particular the proposal that the City should have a "depths® policy regulating basements
caused a flurry of interast.

Thanks must go to all of the people involved with setting up the Annual Lecture, Finds Dis-
play, Exhibition, and Annual Review including, Security and all other staff.

Unfortunately only 6 members of staff turned up for the re-run of the lecture on Monday 20th
Novemnber so it did not take place. If there is sufficient interest by staff for John to give the
lecture again, he is prepared to do so, but only if there is a larger turn-out. It may bae re-ar-
ranged for a lunchtime. Please pass requests to hear the lecture to John so that he can
gauge interast,

A Reception was held on Wednesday 22nd November for MEPC who have funded seven
recent excavations and one current. Over 250 representatives from MEPC, their associates
and the Museum were present and no expense was spared! (MEPC were paying). The fairy
lights around the entrance door caused some bemusemed comments, but once the cham-
pagne started flowing everyone seemed happy. A 20 page brochure was produced summa-
rising the history of the seven sites; archaeology, historical background and maps through to
the new building. John Schofield gave a presentation about the sites in the Lecture Theatre.
A comprehensive finds display and exhibition was widely commented on for its impressive
nature, and thanks must go to everyone who put an enormous effort into setting up in just
ona hour!!

Both the Annual Lecture and the MEPC Reception have produced considerable goodwill and
a greater appreciation of the work of the Department amongst some key personnel in the
Construction Indusiry. The efforts put into both have been well worthwhile.

Sue Riviére




Presentation for the Annual Lecture 1989
A BIG THANK YOU TO ......

Ken Steedman, Frank Meddens, Craig Spence, Dave Lakin, lan Greig, Dick Bluer, lan Blair,
David Dunlop, Drew Shotliff, Dave Sankey, Julian Hill, Jeremy Cetgen, Hal Bishop, Gary
Brown, James Drummond-Murray, Aedan Woodger, Alex Bayliss, Bruce Watson, Tony Tho-
mas, Kevin Wooldridge, Vicky Ridgeway, Lis Dyson, Robin Brown, Sarah Gibson, Tany Mack-
inder, Pete Rowsome, Mike Shea, Portia Askew, Caroline Mamwell, Douglas Hart, Mark Burch,
Mark Hinman, Jerry Youle, Ron Harris, Julian Ayre, Richard Sermon, Naomi Crowley, Damian
Goodburn, lan Betts, Alex Moore, Melanie Connell, John Shepherd, Dominigue de Matins,
Jenny Hall for your help and advice at both long and short notice,

AND A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO...,

Gill Hale, Josephine Brown, Hester White, lan Riddler, Jan Scrivener, Sue Wookey, Maggie
Cox and all in the Drawing Office for putting up with the mess and stress.

Tracy & Julia,

DIARY

8 December - 1.10pm
Lecture Theatre
Tha British Museum - Sir David Wilson

12 December - 1.10pm
Lecture Theatre
The Natural History Museum - Neil Chalmers

13 December - 8pm to 2am
Sports and Social Club - CHRISTMAS PARTY
Tickets £4 from Taryn Nixon, Naomi Crowley, Dav Davies, Kevin Gosling and Liz Shepherd.

15 December - 1.10pm
Lecture Theatre
The Hornimam Museum - David Boston

STAFF

New Stafl
Helene Larsson
Surindar Mann
Timothy Longman
Adrian Powell
Gerry Martin
John Milne
Johanna Lawson
Paula McCarroll
Paul Garwood

Appolntmenta

Sarah Jones - 78-79 Leadanhall

Chris Goode - 7B-79 Leadenhsal|
Al Grean - Assistanmt Finds Officer

JOBS

Senior Conservator
Closing date Friday 8th December 1989
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NEWS DIGEST

This summary covers saveral issues which have been discussed by Section Heads and other
groups over the past few menths, to bring you up to date.

Competitive tendering

We understand that the Oxford Archaeological Unit has been engaged by developers to dig
two sites in Southwark. David Miles, head of the OAU, has asked the Museum about curation
of the finds, and has been referred to the borough of Southwark, who may have a view about
which Museum (i.e. Mol or local museum) should house them. Miles, normally a careful
person, will | suppose not have budgeted yet for finds work or finds curation: we must leave it
to the DGLA and the Director to play this one. If there are long-term consequences for the
DUA of this incursion into DGLA territory (see next, English Herltage) then | shall be ralsing it
with the Director. Officers of the DGLA and DUA are to meet shortly to discuss the situation.

English Heritage

The DUA's relations with English Heritage have stayed at about the same level since
restoration of goodwill (or at least statements of positions) meetings in September. Our bid
for post-ex in 19901 is being processed and the splendid Annual Review for 1988 will reach
the mustier parts of Fortress House. English Heritage have said that bids for post-ex funds
after March 1981 will be judged on their national merits, which is fair enough. EH meanwhile
pul out a press release in mid-November about their ‘re-organisation’ of London

archaeology. This seemed to be primarily a dig at the DGLA and a veiled intention to progres-
sively reduce the core funding of DGLA from next year. On Friday 24th November, Jennifer
Page assured the Director that this would not be the case.

The amphitheatre site

Meanwhile the DoE inspector has reported lo the Secretary of State following the public
enquiry into the Corporation's plans for a building over the Roman amphitheatre on the
Guildhall Art Gallery site. The inspector, and the Secretary of State, have refused all planning
permissions for the building on architectural grounds, mostly to do with its bulk against the
existing Guildhall porch. The archaeology is recognised as an important factor, but nothing
definite is said about it as permission has been refused. Side-issues of great interest here are

English Heritage's stated intention to schedule the remains if permission was refused,
which is now the case; and whether English Heritage will fund work towards publication, as
they would have made publication a condition of permission if given. Watch this {oval) space.

Covenants for excavetion

Several developers in recent times have asked that they should covenant the grant for exca-
vation, in the belief that this was tax-deductible. Due 1o greal effons, mostly by Taryn Nixon of
the EQ, wea now have our first two covenanits in place for the sites at 34-35 Leadenhall Street
and Giltspur Strest. But what a palaver! The excavation grant is split into four annual pay-
ments of 253%. But our costs are mostly In the first year, on excavation and finds processing.
So we are given an interest-free loan which happens to be the exact sum of the eventual
covenant. Actually we are only given 75% of the loan becausa wa can claim 25% back from
the Inland Revenue. Because this will not ba instantaneous, we charge the developers the
cost of our borrowing this 25% from our bankers, the Corporation. Still with me? The Finance
Office have to move 25% of the maney from a loan account to a covenant account (the latter,
though not necessarily the formar, specific to each site for which a covenant is in place) on
the anniversary of the original covenant for three successive years. You bet we are charging
a fee for this. We have yat to hear from the Inland Revenue about whether they will go along
with such arrangements, so we would rather not get into further covenants until we know.

London Archaeological Reports

On 9 November Francis Grew prasented his budgetary requirements to Section Heads, and
this was approved. | have since allocated money for the start-up work in this financial year
and would hope to finance the proper beginning of LAR during next year. Even though we
cannot spend all the HBMC post-ex money in this year, due to the required staff being totally
committed, we have decided to go ahead with LAR development as part of our package to
developers (see Competlitive tendering above). We are going to win on quality of product,
which includes publication of site sequances and associated interim research, | also hope to
suggest to developers that their spare money is just as well placed into scholarly LAR-writing
as into interim glossy publications.

John Schofield




FORTHCOMING PRQJECTS

Vintry

Woaork on the Vintry site has begun as a watching brief which currently mainly involves the
recovery of artefacts from spoil (c. 1500 cubic metres) dug out of the modern foreshore.

This operation is fraught with problems, the site management contractors, Laings, seem to be
unclear as to how long we can have to do the metal-detecting of the spoil on site. At the
moment they are Insisting that we complete this work by the end of November, though other
members of their stall are saying that they do not need the area untll the end of March. It is
essential that as far as possible the material is examined before it leaves site. The cowboy
element of the metal-detecting fraternity are extremely keen to get their hands on the stuff
since it quite probably contains artefacts, worth tens of thousands of pounds. Already five
metal-detecting people have got on the site by pretending to be MoL staff and have then had
to be ejected by the slte Security staf. Once the material leaves the site it goes to a tip at
Becklon. Here it is likely to be prone to investigation from any one, and many valuabla’
(historically and intrinsically) artefacts will end up in private hands or on the market,

Black Swan House

More archaeology survives underneath Black Swan House than had been pre-supposed,
though the exact extent of survival is not yet known. A major excavation is to take place in
late 1990 or spring 1991,

Bull Wharf

The site next door to Vintry to the west, Bull Wharf, is also due to come up sometime during
1990. This is owned by Hudson Bay Company. The southern part was developed in 1980, but
is now functionelly redundant - the fur trade having moved out - and is apparently not sult-
able for conversion to offices. During the 1979-80 re-development only a meagre watching-
brief was kept on this site and no provision was made for retrieving finds. As a result the
metal-detecting crew followed the muck down to the tip in the docklands and subsaquently
sold some of the finds they recovered to the Museum; others were sold on the open-market.
A lot of artefacts and information was lost,

Paternosier Square

Interest is fecusing on Paternoster Square - recantly bought by Greycoats for a mere 100

million 'discount’ from "Organizacion Cisneros® - and Mo. 1 Poultry. The hearing, enforced by
‘Save' is due to commence at the beginning of this month. No timetable for either of

these sites has been set but is unlikely to be before 1991,

Simon O'Connor Thompson

CONFERENCE REPORT

Repart to Training Committee on

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SCIENCES CONFERENCE : University of Bradford
September 20-22 1989

Attended by : Maria Fabrizi
Dominigue de Moulins

Josie Murray
Nigel Nayling

The aim of the conference is to give people whe are currently conducting research in the field
of archaeological science a forum for presentation and discussion. [t also allows those not
directly involved with research projects, such as field archaeologists, an opportunity to be-
come aware of the work that is being undertaken and to discuss the implications of this for
their own work and for archaeology in gensaral.

The conference was divided into the following sessions :
The Physical and chemical analysis of inorganic material
Archasclogical Excrement workshop.

Remote Sensing

The Analysis of animal and plant products and residues.

The Study of Human Ramains
plus a series of poster displays.

A breakdown of the programmes and their associated abstracts is held by Susan Greenwood
in the Excavation Office should anyone wish to pursue any one polnt further, The four people
who attended are also prepared to answer any questions about the conferance.




1. The Physlcal and Chemical Analysis of Inorganic Materlals.

12 papers were given in this session on & variety of topics.  Some reflected Londons
interests, such as Dr. M. Hughes of the British Museum Research Laboratory updated infor-
mation on his analyses of Spanish medieval tin glazed pottery. The project had begun with
Alan Vince, when he worked at the Museum. The particular interest had been in how to
provenanca soma of the Spanish lustrewares turning up in urban excavations. Meutron
activation analysis separated them easily into groups, whereas thin section work was prob-
lamatic.

Mike Heyworth's paper on Roman glassworking was partly concerned with finds from
Moorgate. Interesting observations were made about the colouring of Roman glass. For
instance he thought that in the absence of deliberately added pigments or decolouranis, it
would be unlikely that the glassmaker could control the final product, This would lead to a
range of blue-green tints, as commaonly found in ‘natural’ vessel and window glass in
London,

An evening paper by Margaret Sax concerned cylinder seals from Western Asia, A major
project in the British Museum is involved with analysing 2000 seals from the fourth millennium
B.C. to about 400 B.C. A variety of methods were used: some complately non-destructive
and athers using extremely tiny samples. Materials seemed to be chosen by availability but
also to some extent by colour.

2, Archaeometallurgy and Mining.

Processes in precious metalworking - J. Bayley

An exciting paper pointing to archaeological evidence for melting, cupellation, and parting of
precious metals. These processes leave wastes which are sometimes difficult to recognise.
However, some theory, some chemistry and the occasional documentary reference led to
apparent breakthroughs. Metal melting is done under reducing conditions, so the advice Is
to look for crucibles in the reduce-fired state (i.e. greyish clay). Ingot moulds are relatively
easy to recognise.

By contrast, cupeliation is carried out under oxidising conditions, Lead is used to purify
silver, and can also be used to test the purity of silver. Ceramic cupels are quite common,
and can take the form of small flattish dishes. Bone processes, look for unusually heavy ce-
ramics of bright colours. Look for slagged surfaces with the reds (and other colours) of lead
compounds,

Greenish deposits may result from the removal of copper impurities from silver or gold. Walls
of ceramic vessels occasionally show specks of gold or corroded silver. Some of this evi-
dence seems to reflect the "parting’ process - obtaining pure gold from silver gold

alloys.

A paper on gold bracteates in Anglo-Saxon Kent by Chris Amold made a few interesting
points about objects formed by die-stamping, and of the deposition of precious metal objects
in graves. Papers were also given on Anglo-Saxon English brooch alloys and manufacture,
and on post medieval silver from Germany.

3. Dating.

Disappointingly, the planned Dating and Statistics Workshop was cancelled at a late stage.
This left Mike Balillie as the only dendrochronologist speaker. Comparisons of now dated
prehistoric tree-ring sequences with related radiocarbon dates reinforced the problems with
stated levels of precision of C14 dates also seen in the recent interlaboratory comparisons.
Given the present level of disquiet, Bob Otlet of the Harwell Lab argued the case for full
quality assurance in C14 labs, both to allay users fears and also to encourage usage of
racognised techniques of quality control. This debate is likely to continue at the forthcoming
Using Radiocarbon symposium (November 13th).

Three papers outlined research into the utilisation of photostimulated luminescence (PSL) as
a potential dating technique. In contrast to traditional thermoluminescence, PSL may prove
useful in dating unfired materials such as marine/fluvial sediments. Present research at the
Durham facility is testing the technigue on sediments with interspersed peat strata capable of
dating by C14. Given the interest of the Environmental Dept. in elucidating the nature, date
and topography of riverside sediments, any progress in this field could prove significant.

The linkage (through chemical analyses) of tephra within archaeological deposits to dated
volcanic eruptions is now being examined in Scotland, with initlally encouraging results. The
development of another independent, absolute dating technique with applications to UK
archaeclogy can only improve chronological integrity.

4. Archaeological Excrement Workshop.

The workshop was aimed at bringing together 2 wide range of researchers who are inter-
ested in aspects of anclenm excrement, Of the 25 people who attended, specialisms covered
plant and animal macro and micro fossils. Although the subject matter of this workshop
caused much turning up of noses to other attendants of the conference it is important to
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recognise the value of archaeological excrement in providing direct evidence of diet. This is
often in the form of readily identifiable plant and animal parts (small bones of fish and bird,
seeds, chaff fragments, straw) and also of the not too easily recognisable bits such as plant
tiszue, phylolithe, pollen and parasites,

Archaeological excrement is found in a range of contexts but most prominently in cesspits. It
can take the form of preserved fasces, known as coprolites, or as mineralised concretions, It
is also recovered from mummified and waterlogged bodies.

Methods of recovery and quantification were discussed. The central concern, however, was
identification of the most difficult material. Research into cereal bran iz a special concern of
Camilla Dickinson from Glasgow. Sue Wales from the Institute of Archaeclogy and from
North-Easl London Polylechnic specialises in chemical analysis of coprolites and is working
on identifying soft plant parts. Tim Holden of the Institute of Archaeclogy studies human guts
contents and has been working on the Lindow man amongst others. He is pioneering non-
destructive methods of investigation. Alix Powers from Sheffield studies phytoliths and is at-
tempting to distinguish types of refuse. We also heard about David Robinson's work in
Denmark on Viking and mediaval faecal material characterised by a dense, homogeneous,
plastic, greasy appearance containing large quantities of bran and fragments of arable weed
seeds and moss,

The workshop was followed by a laboratory session where we were able to see examples of
the material discussad above,

5. The Analysis of Animal and Plant Products and Residues,

The session on animal and plant remains included a talk by R. Janaway on site formation
based on a modern project consisting in observing the aceumulation of material on a derelict
farm. The project is monitored by the Archform group. Miranda Armour-Chelu presented the
results of an experiment on the amount of movements undergone by small bones through
garthworm activity. This was an Indoor experiment which consisted in placing a column of
sediments including a known species of earthworm in a glass container and observing and
measuring movements of small objects and bones down the section. Sue Wales talked about
an experiment aimed at ascertaining the presence of waxes in coprolites. A group of stu-
dents is fed known quantities of bees' wax and the results are analysed chemically. She
found that wax can be |dentified and that there is an archaeological potential for such analy-
SE8,

As in previous conferences, the use of infra-red spectroscopy and chromatography to charac-
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terise organic residues atiracted several papers. Continuing research at Cardiff indicates the
potential of such an approach for analysing material from a variety of sources concentrating
on the identification of birch-bark and pine tars through the presence of their degradation
products. There would appear to be the potential to identify residues to genus if not species
level. Less sophisticated techniques being pursued at the conservation laborataries of York
Archaeological Trust seem able to differentiate wood tars from mineral tars in waterlogged
residues. A paper from the Polytechnic of East London on the analysis of caulking and luting
surviving of ships timbers was cancelled although it is hoped that samples from the Museum
of London may be analysed as part of this research project,

6. The Study of Human Remains

Charlotte Roberts (University of Bradford) started the session with an overview of the scientific
methods used in the study of human remains in archaeology, in particular looking at physical
and chemical methods of analysis of bona. This latter theme was continued by other speak-
ers such as L. Ball who was looking at how pre mortem changes to the bone structure are
reflected andfor continued in the post martem state. The topic of soft tissue rehydration and
its archaeolegical and forensic implications was tackled by Niel Garland who has spent much
time finding an appropriate technigue,

Keith Manchester and Charlotte Roberts presented a paper on tuberculosis in antiquity. In
non plague years, 25% of deaths recorded in London's Bills of Mortality were due to
consumption. Even with few cases possibly misdiagnosed, consumption, or tuberculosis (TB)
was a leading cause of death in seventeenth century London. However examination of
medieval skeletons has revealed only about 4% of TB cases. These wers identified by de-
structive bona lesions, especially in the vertebrae. The outcome of this is that the methods
far identification of TB in skeletal material have not been sensitive enough, until now, Recent
research has been directed at extending the diagnestic criteria for TB in antiquity. Tech-
niques have included microradiography and examination of bone lesions using a scanning
electron microscope.

Margaret Cox's paper on scars of parturition (those brought about by childbirth) was based
on skeletal material from the excavations at Christchurch Spitalfislds. 94 females were exam-
ined where parity status was known from reconstructed obstetric histories. In this sample, the
'scars’ were not specifically associated with childbirth and you could not tell how many chil-
dren each of the women had borne. The usual absence of 'scars’ in womean under about
twenty years old was thought to be due to the fact that they wouldn't have been sub-

jected to ovarian hormenes during the menstrual cycle. The variation in the sample of
women over about twenty years old could reflect differing hormone levels between individu-
als,
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FINDS SECTION

This month saw the Finds Section involved in setting up the display for the Annual Develop-
ers Lecture. This took place on the 13th November. Finds and Ervironmental items were
arranged In themes which included Death and Disease, Trade, Industry, Dress, Leisure, and
Domestic Life, The reaction from the developers was very favourable, and a huge debt of
thanks goes to everyons who helped to make the evening such a success.

Three weeks ago an unusual statue was unearthed at a building site opposite the present SL.
Mary Axe site. The bullders had recognised one of the archaeologlsts, and thought that the
statue would be of interest. It is a female figure, but unfortunately is missing most of the
head, lower legs, and one arm. Preliminary research allows for the possibility of the statue
being Roman in origin; however, the depiction of the hair is stylistically non-Roman. The
statue has been passed to the Conservation Department where it will undergo cleaning.

The Fleet Valley Project continues to
produce very interesting finds; this
month has seen a wooden sundial re-
covered during bulk sieving of the
contants of a drain. Initial investiga-
tion has revealed red and black
plgments in its decoration. The form
of the ‘four’ allows dating from the late
16th to early 17th centuries.

Bone waste from the Fleet Valley

145-146 Leadenhall has produced some high guality Roman finds; there has been a large
quanitity of painted wall plaster, and many small black and white tesserae. The latter seem to
have come from a very fine mosaic. Good quality glass is also evident from the site, and
fragmenits of an aryballos have been recovered.,

By far the most exciling finds this month have come from the Giltspur Street site. Three
iterns, all grave related, were lifted: the first was a hobnail boot; the second a large soil matrix
containing an earring and a bracelet; the third was another soil block containing fragmented
copper items.
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The site also produced the most interesting smell of the month; this came from a complete
Roman pot with a curious residue; theories abound concerning the odour, and range from
Paco Rabanne pour L'Homme to diluted diesel fuel. This itern has been sent for analysis
as nobody "nose’ of what it really smells,

Giltspur Street has also produced a large collection of Roman extramural burials, eighty plus
bodies have been uncovered opposite St. Bartholomew's Hospital. One of these appears
to have had mongoloid festures, whilst another was found to have been wearing a finger ring.

STOP PRESS: prehistoric pottery, associated with truncated pits cut into the natural subsoil,
has been recoverad in the north of the Giltspur Street site.

A chalk-lined well has been found al Eastcheap, and has produced a lot of post-medieval
pottery.

A post-medieval
ceramic tobacco
pipe from the Fleet
Valley.

Well that about wraps it up for the site news, now for a couple of conversational pieces,

The Finds Section welcames the return of Tilly from the Pageant office, where she has been
hard at work for the past four months. On her retum she assisted in the finds display for the
Annual Developers Lecture, and will shortly retum to on-site finds processing at the Great St.
Thomas the Apostle site,

The final item concerns the ever changing personality of lan Riddler: following an uncontrol-
lable outburst in the finds room he has officially adopted Scottish nationality. He now wishes
to be known as lan McRiddler, and would appreciate any recipes for cooking Haggis. What a

wee bonny lad!!

Nick Oakley.




GRAFFITI FROM DOMINANT HOUSE

During the processing and recording of the Dominant Housza (DMTS8) building material at the
Guildhall Yard site, a very interesting fragment has emerged. This is half of one side of a box
flue tile which has graffitl scratched across its surface, next to the remains of a circular vent.
The side with the vent cut in is normally left plain. The message is as follows, the letters
USRASIT with the Roman numarals X)XV below the letters. The graffiti has been looked at
by Emest Black and he has supplied the fcllowing information.

US are presumably the last letters of a name (US belng the nominative singular ending of a
masculine noun). The rest of the name probably lying on the other side of the vent. RASIT is
the perfect tense of the verb RADO (infinitive RADERE), which means to scratch, scrape,
shave, or smooth. The object of RASIT was also probably written on the other side of the
vent, and may have been something like TUBULOS (box tiles). These words together with the
Roman numerals would give the following message: .. us rasit (tubulos)

XXOOVINT or “...us has scored (scratched) 49 (box tiles)”,

The message would appear
to have been incised with the
game implement used to add
the scored kaying found on
other hox flue tiles from
DMT88. This would imply
that the job of scoring was a
separate job, done by some-
one other than the tiler
himself. In addition, tha fact
that the vent does not ap-
pear to have removed any of
the letters indicates that the
vent was cut away before the
tile was scored. It is possible
that the cutting of the vents
and the scoring were done

by the same parsan.
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ENVIRONMENTAL DEPARTMENT

This month has seen the arrival of three new staff to the environmental section: Alison Ruther-
ford has been appointed o work with Josie and William on current D.U.A. material in the
Museum. Sharon Parfitt has moved from bulk sieving to process the samples from the Fleet
Valley, where she will be based for tha time being. John Stewart has been appointed to take
her place alongside Andrae and Perie, bulk sieving in Southwark.

Sue Macloughlin {lecturer and human pathologist), and students, from Guys Hospital are
examining the human bone from Giltspur Street and shall be writing reports on them, which is
useful for us in our current state of Human Osteclogistlessness.

The section has racently prepared two displays, one for the Annual Lecture and the other for
the M.E.P.C., both of which saw the successful integration of Environmental and Finds mate-

rial.

William Forde

CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT

MNovember has been yet ancther busy month for the conservation department. We have
taken part in three displays in the Museum foyer; one for the annual archaeology lecture, one
for MEPG, and one for the City Corporation.

Several objects have been block lifted on site this month including some hobnail boots, two
unidentified copper alloy objects, and a rather nice selection of Roman jewellery (including
five bracelets, a ring, some ear-rings(?), some tweezers (7) and nail cleaners (?), all appar-
ently held in some kind of organic container, from Giltspur Street; an as yet unidentified iron
object from St. Mary Axe; and a Roman copper alloy vessel from 145 Leadenhall. In fact one

corner of the laboratory is being rapidly taken over by blocks of soil wrapped up in
scotcheast bandages and plaster!

From the Fleet Valley project this month we have a pewter tankard with an inscription on it -
which is not yet completely legiole; and a splendid wooden pocket sundial - on which two
different colours of pigment (black and red) have bean identified so far.
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Two particularly nice finds from Austin Friars have been conserved; an almost complate
Roman shale bowl and a Iead-filled copper alloy intricately detailed lion headed fitting.

The main social even of the month has been Helen Jones® marriage to Jeremy Oetgen,
on the 18th. This of course, was a good excuse for us all to go out for a slap up meal (and a
fair amount to drinkl) - STACKUP

GREAT <0771 - —|THEY wokk ——

hWE MARE ViEER,

Enjoy a Day Out

THET's TrE SECoND

e ' ppcwEoLoasT — | Aaday ® me =TT
TOILETS for hire, sclf-towing, for o P ST |
special occasions. Hillstock e L -

Services, Swainsthorpe 470462

Museum of London

Sports and Social Club

Setetr CURISTMAS PARTYA f1

Wednesday 13th December
< 8 - 2am >

- B 73 [ = gL
@t the et & County Qs Z
HhsihiEenmpy Cowray, s Mzl el mise Guxise

Tickets £4
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LETTERS PAGE

Was | the only person to be surprised by the recent advertisements for senior management
posts in the Museum? (Assistant director public services and Head of Administrative serv-
ices.) Are we really in competition with the commercial world for these staff? Would

#16,000 -£20,000 attract no competent applicants? We are, after all, only a small

organisation (whatever we might like to call ourselves), with a few hundred employees and a
budget of around 10m. The only reason these posts might require these salaries is

because of the already unrealistic management salary scales in the Museum. I'm, not
suggesting that the lower echelons should necessarily get paid more (although the rates paid

_ 1o secretarial staff in the Museum would not be considered professional in many quarters):

rather | am suggesting that we could do without inflated salaries for inflated jobs.

if we are to carry the Museum forward we must be cost effective; these posts surely cannot
be described in those terms. Our administrative and management costs must be in ling with
the rest of the staff structure. We will increasingly be asked to be 'competitive’, and

while | abhor the direction that may take British archaeology, | see no paint in burdening the
organisation with such high salary posts. We can get competant people for less than this; let
us look at a few other posis offered in the Guardian Public Appointments:-

Running a day care centre for the mentally handicapped in Tower Hamlets: 11,385 -
13,389 (health and social services always were lousy weren't they?)

College Administrator In Hlllingdon:ﬁu,sm £22 8B4 {more closely comparable, al-
though running a somewhat larger organisation, but the vastly lower salary; must be hecause
it is in education).

Well how about this then -- Islington Health Authority, Unit General Manager for Acute Serv-

ices:£31,000, but note, rasponsible for 2,500 staff and an annual budget of f5m.
Now | don't care If that is the Health service -- somewhare, something stinks.

Tim Williams.
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1. St.-Mary-at-Hill

The church of St. Mary-at-Hill was first documented in I77 and was destroyed in the
Great Fire of I666, subsequently rebuilt by Wren during I670-76. Recent excavation of
the north wall has revealed that elements of the medieval church remained standing
after the Great Fire and were incorperated into the Wren church. The church con-
sists of an aisled nave/chance! with a brick-built west wall and tower added in I787-
B8, A magnificent domed roof was added by James Savage in 1826 and altered in
|843-49, The entire roof structure was destroyed by fire on 10th May 1988,

Three boreholes have been made around the church in advance of further clearance
and consclidation work. The staircase leading down to a late 17th century burial
vault has been discovered although no burials are visible. They may have been
removed in the 16th century. A sequence of up to 3 metres of archaeology survives
beneath the stone flags in other areas.

2. sgate B

The Roman Bath building was first uncovered in the 1840's during the construc-
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tion of the Coal Exchange which formerly stood on the site. The bath-house was
further investigated by Peter Marsden and others during re-development in the 1960-
70's and the remains have since been preserved in the basement of the existing
building.

The current project is part of a programme of conservation to restore the monument
to the condition in which it was found in the 1960's and it is then proposed to

open it to public view. The Museum of London is present on the site to record the
remains as conservation proceeds and to advise on archaeological matters, In
addition a limited excavation of undisturbed stratigraphy may be carried out.

3. 25-31 St. Mary Axe

Work this month has completed the excavation of the medieval cess and rubbish pits.
Other pits and a series of dumps have contained large quantities of Roman painted
wall plaster. To the north of the site a succession of skeletons are under excavation,
apparently from within a large pit. These appear to be in situ although there has
been some slumping into an earlier feature following a settling of the graund,

4. 30-40 Eastcheap

Four rubbish pits of Roman date, and possibly the structural outline of two buildings
have been uncovered to date, Much of the remainder of the site has been coverad
with three brick cess pits, a brick drain, a possible brick ice-house and brick walls, A

chalk-lined well, repaired and capped with bricks has been excavatad to a depth of 3
metras,

5. t Vall

Mo report received

6. 1 reet

One hundred and nine Roman skeletons have now been excavated, predominantly
aligned east-west or north-south. Several cemetery fealures have been recorded,
notably pits, a hearth and an east-west aligned channel or gulley. The conservation
department have lifted what appears to be a box containing a number of bracelets,
earings and other as yet unidentified objects.
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T 145-146 Leadenhall Strest

The site lies immediately 1o the north of the Roman Basilica and earlier excavations
and observations have uncovered residential timber framed buildings from at least
AD 70, giving way to more substantial masonry buildings in the late first century. The
excavation has uncovered at least two phases of Roman structures, with brickearth
floors and a couple of hearths, Most of the site is covered with medieval pits and
these have been under excavation during November.

8. America Square

The Roman City Wall has been the focus of intgerest on the site, and the thirty metres
of it which will be displayed in the new office building have now been fully recorded
down to natural ballast on the external face and along much of the internal face. All

archaeological work is now completed.

By Giles Barrie

CITY planners are considering
proposals by the Museum of
London to limit destruction
of historical remains.

The plan iz to include a
‘depths policy' in the City's
new unitary developrment plan
which would restrict ground
disturbanece in ‘eritical’ areas
and prevent farther damage
to archaeological remains.

Developers would get con-
straint maps setting out
archaeological sites which
should not be disturbed and
sites which should not be
redeveloped below their exist-
ing basements,

John Maloney, principal
excavations officer in the

ESTATES TIMES, November 17, 1089

Limit proposed on the
depth of City schemes

department of urban archaeal-
oy at the Muoseum of London,
gaid: ‘This measure could give
us reel strength and we would
ensure that all buildings are
designed to have minimum
impact on remains.’

Maloney said that one of
the main reasons for the new
policy was damage caused hy
developers forced to optimise
plot ratio with deep basements
because of the 5t Paul's
heights restriction adopted
by the City seven years ago.

‘It's irenic that one conser-
vation poliey should have the
reverse effect on another good
cause,” he said.

The difference is that if a
building i2 too high it will
eventually be reduced to the

' right level

Archaelogy is
ruined for all ime,’

If a ‘depths policy’ is intro-
duced schemes could be sand-
wicherd hetween the heights
and basement restrictions, lim-
iting redevelopment across
the City,

But some areas would be
protected more than others,
particularly those where little
new development has taken
place auch as around Cornhill,
Leadenhall Street and Fen-
church Street, Cannon Street
and Gracechurch Street and
gsonth of Thames Street
towards the river.

James Tuckey, managing
director of MEPC, which has
worked with the Museum of
London on major schemes at

London Wall and Finsbury
Circus, welcomed any poliey
which would decrease devel-
opers’ uncertainty about his-
torical finds.

Tuckey, however, douhted
the viability of a plan tochart
archaeology beneath the
whale City.

He said: '‘Rather than con-
centrating on developers per-
haps the Museam of London
should consider damage being
cauked by rising ground water
and all the tunnelling involved
in new underground links,’

City planning officer Peter
Hees said that the idea of a
‘depths policy” was being con-
sidered although the City's
most pressing problem is ita
infrastructurs,
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Museum seeks curbs on City bmldmg

By Paul Cheeseright, Property Correspondent

PROPERTY developers in
important archaeological areas
of the City of London should be
subject to controls on how
deep they can dig the founda-
tions of new buildings, accord-
1:1% to the Museum of London.

‘The museum has become

increasingly anxious about the
fate of the City's Roman ruins,
76 per cent of which have been
destroyed. It iz having talks
with City planners about a pos-
gible depths policy.

The Department of Environ-
ment will shortly publish new

Building 17 November 1939

guidelines on planning con-
trols for sites of archaeological
importance. These will proba-
bly include powers for local
planners to reject planning
applications on sites of archae-
ological importance, whether
or not the sites are listed,

Ban deep basements, say City archaeologists

DEEFP BASEMENTS innew
buildings may be banned in the
City of Londonif draft propasals
by archaeologists are adopted by
the City Carporation, wriles
MartinSpring. The proposed
depth reslriclions come just
months after height restrictions
around 5t Paul's Cathedral were
extended by former
enviromment secretary Nicholas
Rirdley.

The depth proposals were put
forward this week inthe
Museum of London's annual
archaeology lecture, given by
John Maloney, the museum's
principal excavations officer.
The reaction from an audience of
top London developers “was not
unfavourable”, claimed
Maloney, Last yvear the museum

investigated 54 archaeological
sites within the City's Square
Mile ~ four times the number
invesligated two vears earfier.
The ares concerning Maloney
most 15 the rverside tract of land
southof Thames Street, nearly
all which has been, oris about to
be, destroyed, he claimed. The
main threat, he argued. is the St

future generations, " he said,
Discussions are already
underway between the Museum
of Londonand the City
Corporation, witha view to
incorporating depth constraint
maps mto the City's statutory
unitary development plan, to be
published by 1991, Maloney
stresses that only a small

Paul's height restoction policy, | percentage of City land “well
which forces developers to within single figures™ would be
excavare deep basements to subjected to depth restrictions,
maximisa lettable fioor arca. Dievelopers would e
Maloney proposes that deep | prohibited from sinking
basements be restricted in basements lower than existing

certain areas of prime

archaeologcal deposits. “The
justification is that a selective
proportion of the small part of the
archaeological hertage that
remains, be safeguarded for

UHARTERED SURVEYOR WEEKLY 23 MOVEMBLER 1428

City Corporation
rejects museum'’s
depths policy

The Corporation of London has
tisrned down a suggesiion from
the Museum of London that it
should adopt a *depths policy”
Lo protect archaeslogical
remaing on City redavelopment
Eites. '

The wdea came from a lecture
by John Maloney, principal
axcavations officer al the
museum, He claimed that
nearly all the deposits south of
Thames Street had been

destroved or were abhout to he
destroved.

It 1e wronie that the existence

of the 51 Paul's heights
restriction policy has been
claimed hy developers as an
imperative to having deep
basements in order to optimise
the plot ratics, despite the
expense and civil engineering
problems.” said Maloney

Hawever, Chiistopher
Mitchell, chairman of the
corporation's planning and
communicalions committee,
sand on Menday of this week
that existing policies alorded
proper protection

anes. "“If piled foundations,
rather than a concrete raft, are
essential, then we would try to
agree a perimeter configuration
of piles that would avoid the
centre of the site, " said Maloney.

‘Mo formal proposal for a

depths policy has been recaived

fram the Museum of Londen,
! and il it were, 1l 15 extremely
i+ unlikely that it would be

| accepted,’ he said.
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. Post-excavation blues...

The layers go up and the foundations go down.....

Gnashing of teeth, stamping of feet, beating of breasts,

Snorting and snarling....Mad bull in & china shop,

Mad dog in a coffee house.

Formation of deposits, naming of parts.

First yer builds yer building, yer bullding goes up.

Night, day, summer dawn, wintry sunset, snow melt,

Pelting rain, morning mist, smoke, cockcrow, bedbugs.

Dogs barking, dogs pissing against corners, dogs sleeping

in the sun. Horse dung, lies, waspsnests in the eaves.

Swallows twittering in midsummer, steaming thatch,

Freezing wind, icicles, dead leaves everywhere.

And | never mentioned humans,

Firel Clamour in the night, flames, smoke, no shelter .
Or time to rebuild anyway. ’
So pull down the old, uproot, dismast.

Nothing else to do but level the site up with

All the rubble, rubbish, debris, muck, cinders, ash

And lost last day's takings or holiday best.

So dozens of buildings go up and come down,

Each one ralsed up a little, on the accumulation of predecessors.
But yer buildings get bigger -

Dig a cellar,

Mysteriously mixed ancestors briefly breathe again,

Exposed in a savage section, for a moment.

Alliterative destruction, redistribution, dispersal,

Dig deeper foundations, build higher

Higher, higher, deeper, bigger, vaster, money, money,

Tube trains, sewers, bank vaults, telephones, car parks,

Gas electric, water, wired-in, wired-up,

Machine city, speed of light threnady

(Still no humans). Anon.




