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DIARY

The Fleet Valley Exhibition should be open in the second half of August. It will be situated an
the front of Holbom Viaduct station, in a space between the |ate Sock Shop and Smiths,
behind a facade of medieval street front. It will be open for a year, during work hours, and will
Include that eple of cinema "The Flast Valley Video® narrated by Bellamy. Not fo be missed|

STAFF

Appoiniments:
Paul Potter; Archive Assistant
Gerry Martin: SA, 55 Gracechurch Strest

Tranaferred lo DGLA:
Rupert Salmon
Andrew Richmond

Reslgned:
Dave Robinso
Patrick Hunter
Did Divers
Rachel Bannet
Louise Barmes
Nina Jaffa

JOBS

Finds Assistant for the Fleet Valley: 4 months. Closing date: 14th August
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NEWS DIGEST

New projecis

In July excavation started at 55 Gracechurch Street under Gerry Martin. This two-month
excavation has uncovered a Roman building and othar cut features,

August sees the start of the London Archaeological Aeports project under Tim Wiliams,
This initiative will undoubtedly have Important consequences for the way in which
archasology is published in London.

English Herltage

Harvey Sheldon organised a briefing of London MPs at the Houses of Parliament on 9 July;
led by Simon Hughes, tha MPs have written to Lord Montague and to the relevant minister,
David Trippier, to ask for the freezing of the EH London post and immediate discussion of
the EH intentions. Another EH source now says that the City has definitely been excluded from
thelr plans. The Association of County Archaeological Officers (ACAQ) has offerad 1o hold
ACAS-like talks between EH and MoL; this will be attempted on 17 August. ACAD, like the
Standing Conference of Unit Managers (SCAUM), is likely to be split between members who
might support the EH line and those, like us, who run integrated services In tha counties and
thus regard with justified suspicion any move to challenge the Museum's integrated service In
Londeon.

Tralning, Hands-On and Education

On 2 August Section Heads considered these three matters (the third only briefly). Susan
Greanwood's report on DUA Training in 1989-80 was recelved (copies available from har), It
Is up toindividual Saection Heads to determine the training needs of their section, and their
long-term plans will then be fitered and implemented by the Training Committee, currently
chaired by two section heads (JM and G Egan deputising for M Rhodes). As the two field
departments merge into one, there may ba plans to construct division-wide or even museum-
wide training programmes, and set up the infrastructure to make it work acocordingly.

Secondly, Olivia Belle presented her proposal that the DUA promote the idea of a Hands-
On Archasclogy Exhibition, similarin some ways to the ARC in York. This might form a
largs Temporary Exhibition of the normal kind, a smaller exhibition in a place inside or outsids
the Museum, or even take the form of atravelling bus. It should have a backbone of exhibits
designed for the visually-impaired. Section Heads approved the idea in principle, and asked
Olivia to take it forward a little further in a worked-up form for the Museum directorate. We
hopa it might become a Museum project with a healthy DUA input.

And before you ask, *should the DUA get involved in such things?* let me go a step further.
We must diversify our funding and not put all our hopes (or eggs) in one funding basket; and
our job has been changing in several ways over the past few years. We are no longer Just
rascue archaeologists reacting to redevelopment. We are now custodians of an
archaeological archive, the great majority of which still exists outside the Museum, in the
ground. To understand this archive, we have developed techniques in all fields of
archaeology which we can show to others, in this country and abroad. Section Heads have
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agreed that | can develop the idea of the DUA (and by implication, the Museum) as a centre of
excellence, teaching archaeology at several levels; and generating revenue and creating
jobs thereby. This should include conferences for the general and archaeological publics

' (always successiul, as the Education Department has shown), more official teaching at
university level, seminars for the building industry, and for the heritage Industry; and all with a
European dimension. | would expect this facility to pay for itself within a year of being set up.

John Schofield
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Jim tests the new DUA safety suit




4

FINDS DEPARTMENT

Fleet Valley continues to produce a large number of finds in a superb state of preservation.
Recently excavated Roman finds from Area 3 include two Roman copper alloy spatulas (one of
which is complete), two complete Roman nail cleaners and a copper alloy bell, a complete
wooden comb and & wooden spindie. As well as the Roman finds a possible mid-Saxon
scealta has also been recovered, although this is still awaiting cleaning. Medleval finds include
a wooden threshold, and from the same context a wooden drinking trough and iron chisel bit
dated to before the 1280 foundations of the Medieval City Wall. The Area & drain continues to
produce a large number of copper alloy, wood and ivory finds. Of particular note this month are
a small retainers badge in the shape of a lion, and half of a stone mould for the manufacture of
lead tokens. The coffer dam at Vintry (VHABS) has now been emptied and an unparalieled
assemblage of early to late mediaval finds, including numerous ampullae and pilgrim badges,
has been recovered. Cther finds of note this month include a Roman lava quermn stone from
Pinners Hall, a Medieval bone counter from St. Mary Axe, and from TEX88 a rather Important
Roman leather moccasin thought to be Egyptian or North African in origin and the first of such
a type seen in England.Finally we would like to say farawell and good luck to Liz Tough, Flest
Vallay Finds Assistant, who will be leaving on August 10th to start a Post-graduate Teaching
Diplema in Aberdeen.

Dear Mr FPope

pPlease find enclosed your copy of The Indiana Jones Adventure
Club Magazine. I have returned your cheque as the club has
unfortunately gone into liquidation due to changes within the

company.

I hope that you enjoy 'Indiana Jones and the Sword of
Excalibur'. Please understand that although Lucasfilms
insisted that the story - like the 3 films - was hased pn fact,
it is totally fictional.

It is made doubly dodgy by the fact that it was originally
called 'Indiana Jones and the Sword of Mars' and centred around
a Roman cult until I pointed out that Mars was a Greek god and
not a Roman one which made things a little difficult! As the
artwork was already done the new story incorporating Excalibur

had to fit in with it.

I also apologize for the dreadful representation of the British
Museum which looks rather like a Spanish Villa! Even though
the Brit. Mus. is only round the corner from us the artist

refused to view it.

Well, now that the apologies are aver I hope that you enjoy the
magazine anyway!

Yours sincerely

W) Ny

KERREY NEWMAN
The Indiana Jones Adventure Club
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A PRELIMINARY NOTE ON THE ROMAN PAINTED WALL PLASTER FROM SAY BB, 25-41
SAINT MARY AXE

A large amount of Roman painted wall plaster has been recovered from dumped deposits at
St Mary Axe. The plaster comes from a number of contexts, and one of the largest of these,
(1262), has been looked at by members of the Building Material section, and some Initial
wark has besn dona on piecing the fragments together, A number of people have been to
saa tha plastar while it was laid out, including members of the Museum’s Roman and
Conservation departments, Tany McKenna from the DGLA, the director of the Museum,
and Dr. Roger Ling, lecturer in the number of works on Roman painted wall plaster.

Deacription

Most of the plaster belongs to an architectural scheme made up of a number of panels of
imitation marbles, breccias, and other stone types. The panels appear to have bean
square or rectangular, in many cases framed by thin black and white lines and narrow
borders of contrasting stone types. The most popular stone and marble types imitated are:
red porphyry (a purple-red with white, and sometimes light pink, speckles), a green marble
(dark green and black blobs), a breccia (mottled pink, brown, white, yellow, and blue), and a
yallow marble (a yellow-orange background with rad-orange lines and blobs known as

*frind agg" design).

Soma details of the design have been pieced togsther. However, without further work it is
Impossible to know what the design as a whole lookad like and how these details fitted Into
it. The following are brief descriptions of some of the detalls:-

(i) Column and base: fragments representing a twisted column in white, grey and black,
with an imitation carved base. Standing against a background of green marble,

(i) Roundels: a number of fragments have been pleced together which Indicate that at least
four roundels or arches of concentric and contrasting strips of stone formed part of the
original design. Unfortunately a complste one has yel to be found and so it is not certain if
they are complete roundals, sami-circles or arches.

(iii) Plitars/Mouldings: white bands with narrow green and grey lines on them; which may
form either pillars or horizontal strips of moulding.

Aside from the architectural ones, other design schemes are also known, Unfortunately, we
have bean unable to link these various design groups together. It is impossible to say whether
they come from the same wall, room, or ewven bullding. the following are the main dasign
groups.

g} Eﬂgm red background with blue and purple unidentifiable patterns and yellow candelabra
psigns.

(i) White background with pastel colours. One fragment has what may be part of a peach or
apple on it. The pieces from this group are very fragmentary.

{iii) Purple-rad with flower/leaf design on it. Few fragments of this group remain,

Dating

Roger Ling dated the architectural schems stylistically tothe mid-2nd certtury to the 3rd
century. Similar designs using imitation marble and stone have been found at a number
of sites - Verulamium, Tarrant Hinton (Dorset), Scampton (Lincoinshire), and Leicester. In all
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cases the plaster was found associated with well-to-do private dwellings. Some initial
dating of the pottery from the dumped contexts that contained the painted wall plaster at
SAY 88 has been done and would indicate dates of the 3rd 1o 4th century. The large context
1264 had pottery that fell into two distinct groups, one dating to tha Flavian period, 7-100, and
the other dating to the late 3rd to 4th century, 270-400.

Plgmenta

A wide variaty of colours was used and for the most part they have survived in very good
condition. The types of pigments used in the Roman period to create different colours are
already known, and most of these would appear 10 be present in the group.

Roger Ling has suggested that the bright red used in design group {ii mentioned above may
be cinnabar, a relatively rare pigment in Britain. Red is normally made by using red ochre,
and use of cinnabar is known from only eighteen sites around the country. Cinnabar was
an expensive material 10 use, and Its presence would indicate a certain degree of wealth and
social importance for the bullding it was used in. However, a sample of the pigment must first
be analysed before It can be said for centain that is is cinnabar.

At the moment the wall plaster has been retumed to storage, but we hope that we will be
able to arrange aviewing of it for site staff from SAY 88 and anyone else who is interested.

Jackle Kelly

CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT

July has been a fairly hectic monthin the conservation department, particularly because of
the sheer number of people working in the lab (Phyllis Willams and Michael Halliwell, both
students at the Institute of Archaeclogy, have been with us for work experience) and the
number of equipment fallures/breakdowns thal have occurred recently. Over the last two
weeks we've had problems with the X-ray machine, the freeze drier, the compressor (which
operates, amongst other things, the airbrasive machine), the PEG tank, and next week the
fume cupboards will be out of actionl There can't actually be much left to go wrong (touch
wood, preferably not waterlogged).

Current sites work continues as normal, with lots of Boys school (BOY 86) leather and
miscellanecus coins belng conserved by Michael and Phyllis. Dana has been busy with the
LOW publication, various displays and BOY painted timbers, Several finds were taken to the
Royal Armouries for X-Ray fluorescence analysis, Including a 15th century leathar belkt with
decorative metal studs; it transpired that the majority of the studs were made of a fairly
standard copper alloy, with some made of a different alloy with traces of silver and mercury
Ieft on the surface, These traces, which were invisible not only to the naked eye but also at
the sort of magnification we can get with the zoom microscopes in the lab, tell us that these
studs were silverad, the slivar being applied in a mercury amalgum. Also analysed for alioy
content were sorme silver coins, a copper alloy mount and a tudor spoon from the Fleet
Valley (although inthe same style the pewter spoons which have coma from the same
area, this one was made of a quaternary copper alloy and tinned - it would have originally
locked and felt very similar to pewter).

Jill and Rose continue with Projects 25 (iron locks, keys and candlesticks) and 40 (post
medieval pits) of the HEMC publication programme. Jill also went on  the
‘Metallography of ancient metal cbjects’ Institute summer school course,

We hopa that our aquipment jink came to an end when the Royal Armouries' XRF

machine packed In whilst analysing our objects, and so are now looking forward to a trouble
free August!

Dave Carrington

DRAWING OFFICE (FRONT OF HOUSE)

Since we are frequently asked by members of staff to supply either panels or slides to
accompany their lectures we thought we'd publish a list of all that can be beorrowed from
us. These can be used for lecturss both inside and outside the museum. We have a
collapsible, portable display unit that can be borrowed, too.

Remember, if you wish to commission us to produce panels andjor slide we would ideally
like at least 4 weeks notice, although we know this is not always possible.
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General Topice

. The Department of Urban Archaeology

Archaeology in the City of London

Site Recording

. Dendrochroneology

Archive reports

Finda

. The journey of a find from discovery 1o display

Timber

. Early woodworking in London

. Recording ancient woodwork

. Some uses of wood and timber on London's Saxon waterfront (x2)

Current Research

. Conservation Dept - surfaces on metals frem waterfront sites

. Enviranmental Dept.

On-lina

Series of panels, one per DUA section, to fit onto the portable display unit. These should
cover Conservation, Finds, Erwvironmental and moulded stones, This can then be taken to

conferences and lectures by anyone who wishes,

GAM B8
GDH B7
ISH 88
LAH 88
LBT 88
LEE B7
LFE 87
LOW 83
LSO B8

Slte Speciile

Al, post-excavation panels
ABC &7 CIL 88
AST 87 cover
AUF 88 CRT 89
BAA BT CMT 88
BHS a7 EAG a7
BOY 86 EAS BB
BLM BT FCS 8T
BOS ar FIB a2
BUC B7 FRI 88
CEM 88 GAG 87

LYD 88

MGET 86
MY A 88
NEB 87
OBA 88
ORM &8
PIC 87
FPO 87
QSKEeo
SEG a7
SkN 87

SUN 86
SKN 87
SUN BG
SXE 87
TEX 88
UTA B7
VAL 88
VRAY B9
Wi B8

Exhibilons
BOYB6  VALS3 VRY 82 WiV gg

On line - BBH 87 on-site exhibition (funding to be confirmed)
LHN B9, 2 panels commissioned by tha Church of St. Katharine Krae.

Slide Artwork

BOYas FRIiBs CBA 88
CRTB8 LOWas
DMT B8  MGT 86 VAL 88

Wae have an extensive knowledge of the DUA slide collection, not only of specific sites, but also
of the numerous other images that are there. We are always willing to help in slide selections
for lectures elc.

Site Information Boards up at the Moment

HAC 80, 55 Gracechurch Street

Tracy Welman and Julle Carr

A DAY AT THE BATHS

Early, but not so bright, on Saturday 28th July (one or two suffering from the excesses of
Naomi's send-off the previous evening) a party left the MOL on a day trip to visit the Roman
Baths at Bath and Caerleon. A Minlbus and driver wara paid for courtesy of tha DUA,

At Bath, Laurence Tindall of Nimbus Censervation Group conducted the party on a tour of
the Roman Baths Museum. Laurence is currently working on the Bath House at
Bilingsgate and had previously been one of tha taam of conservators working at Bath. He
was therafore able to give an invaluable insight Into the building methods employed by the
Romans, One remarkable fact was that all the wall surfaces were rendered and painted and
that even fine ashlar stonework bore traces of gesso which indicate that the structure was
once painted to imitate expensive coloured stone. Traces of gesso and paint could also be
seen on figurative sculptures and inscriptions. The colours used were often strong primaries
which Laurence believes to be a demonstration not of a nalve colour sense but ofa
sophisticated use of colour by the Romans, who combined complementary colour to create
the bright scintillating effects commenly seen in Madiaval painting.

The Baths themselves, founded on the site of a natural spa, were clearly different In form and
function to those at Billingsgate but the circumstances of thelr preservation, confined within
ilieral basement spaces, are more comparable to Billingsgate. The problem of the
conservation of masonry in a constantly damp environment was cbvious, The avallable spaces
also posed problems for the design of the display. Although the remains cover about a
hactare,the publicly accessible floor space is limited and results in severe cungﬂstiun it
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only a handful of visitors congregate at one spot The layout of the basement is
unsympathethic to the plan of the Roman Precinct, making it hard for the visitor to Imagine
the spaces which existed in Roman times. Bacause of the intrusive effect of modern walls
and callings tems such as the Temple Padiment cannat ba displayed in their correct place.

The morning at Bath was nicely roundad off with tea and bath buns. Only Bruce Watson
{hard drinking that he is) opted instead to take the Waters in the Pump Room. How's your
tummy, Bruce?

An dngrecnn of e lngdannm ar
el e ke e oF g
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Ashort hop across the Severn bought us to Caerleon, altractive commute town located just
outside Newport, and formerly the headquarters of Leg. Il Aug which has the ruins to prove it.
The sun stonel The intention had been to take lunch here but the locals seemed reluctant
to sell food 10 us foreigners. Not to worry, we settled for a few beers pulled with an
appreciation for a good head and sold for an almost decent price.

Dave Zienkiewicz, of the National Museum of Wales, met us at the Legionary Baths and gave a
talk describing the remains.

The site is scheduled but was excavated, between 1977-79, with the express purpose of
opening part of it for public display. Mediaval robbing tranches and Roman destruction
deposits were removed to expose the in situ remains. The size of the area excavated for
display was limitad by the encroachment of the adjacent modem properties. Information
recardad from this area was supplemented by excavations located in neighbouring gardens
so that the constructional sequence of the Baths can be reconstructed with confidence.

The visible remains are located within a purpose - built shed. The site is quite dry so the
conservation of the remains poses no great problsm. Though spacious and airy, the cover
building is difficult to heat and in summer can become unbearably hot,
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The remaing consist of the open-gir swimming bath and the western end of the Frigidaruim
might have stood to the preseni day, like the baths at Cluny in Paris.

Following the tour of the Legionary Baths, we had the opportunity to visit the well preserved
amphitheatre, which was excavated by Wheeler in tha Twentles, and the Legionary Museum
where finds from the town are displayed,

As an unexpected bonus we discovered a small ‘Children's Workshop', run by a local
teacher, on a small budget from the Museum. As well as explaining archaeclogy at a lavel
even the MOL party could understand, the workshop provided some Interesting insights into
the ways young children perceive of archaeclogy and history.

The journey back to London was zzzzzzrzrz.........- 8 sign that a good time was had by all.

Cur thanks are due to Laurence Tindall and Dave Zienkiewicz for their talks, and to Bath City
Council, National Museum of Wales and CADW for facilitating free entry to the sites.

Jeramy Oetgan
Helen Jones

Ron Harrla
Jenny Lea
Bruce Watson
Bridget Brehm
Sue Pringle

Computer Training

Thinking of taking a computing evening class?
Susan Greenwood and Zoe Tomlinson have a list of possibilities. Why not give us a call?

is a serious business...

Sizing wp Compufers

» Evening classes.
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TRAINING

COMPUTING DEPARTMENT
Here are some of the day schools being offered by Birmingham
University. For further information please contact Susan

1)
Cut Out and Keep! _ Greenwood in the Excavations Office.

Tutors: Margaret Ehrenberg, Annette Depla BA DPhil,
Susan Fischer MA DPhil & Helen Cobb BA DPhil
Saturday 20th Octobar 19940, 10.00-5.30pm at Arts Faculty, University of Birmingham.

Fee: £15(£11.50) including lunch

Boudica, Queen Hawsupsher in Aneient Egypt, Livia in Rume and Queen Elizabeth | are
excellent examples of women who were influential and powsrfulin male-dominated saciztiea.
How did they schicve their positinns? Tlow much power did they wield, and what problems

did they luee?
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| from the Visual Shell. When you use this command
| Word is temporarily exited and the command you
| enter is run. Useful commands might be copying files
| Into different directories, listing or viewing files

I especially data files.
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When the command has finished running press any
key to resume using Word

WOMEN IN THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORD : - .

WORKSHOFP B/ 1Z3/AHD = é 3 3

Tuter: Margaret Ehrenberg BA PhD} FSA § T 2 i

Saturday 6 October 1990, 10.Ham-4. 30pm at Winterbourne Fea: £13[£10.50) incl. Junch P - E e

How can women be made visible in prehistory and early history wsing the evidence of E n&l_- %

erchaeclogy? What roles were they expecied to fulfil and what was their sus? o - e _E 2 2

participatory workshop where students working in grous will werk en problems and case- = s 3 P

IEm studics 1o reach their own conclusions. & weeful preliminarcy o the following day achool an .y = -
1 [Library] [Run] “Powerful Women in the Past’ < B : 2

m X = b

S g3

;- gm{:ﬂ}amw?:;:mn:m THE VIKINGS IN BRITAIN B/113/HMD ;. InaZ
a: Choose the [Run] command ' Dr Anthany Faulkes, Dr.James Craham-Campbell 3 sEFr
4. Elther type the command Wu wigh to run Dr, Judith Jesch, Dr.Chris Wickham. Fee: £15.00{£11.50) incl. lunch a2 "?=|‘ £§
r.II‘ press <Return> to run a shell Saturday 13 Octaber 1996, 10.00am-5.0pm a1 the Arts Faculty, University, B15 T 45F
' After & first talk giving the wider comtext of Viking arigina ond activity, the others will = §pa

concentrale on nspects of the British dimension: the seulement st York, poetry, art and E = E

This command allows you to run MS-DOS or Xenix archaeclogy. & T oac
rather lected §5 5

VR L0 I G LY b EYETIER Pt Sy o POWERFUL WOMEN IN PAST B/124/AHD 1t
£%F%

a

3

-]

B

]

Tutors: Susan Limbrey B5c PLD, Clare de ftouffignue HSe,

Paul Buclklond PLD
poisoning new problems? Archacology shows thar the

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF “GREEN ISSUES™ .
Saturday 16 March 1991, 10.00am-5.3
Fee: £1 5.0E11.50) incl.lunch

Are “Green lssues™ -

A word of wamning do not delete the file that you

are working on in this way!

TIE BREDON MEDIEVAL BARN: ITS HISTORY
AND ARCHITECTURE LIo3%WHMD

Tutors: C.C.Dyer BA PhD, F.W.B.Charles, BArch MA FSA FRIFA

* Saturday 29 Septembaer, 1.30-5.30pm at Bredon Churseh Hall '
Fee: £1.00(£5.00) National Trust members may pay rodueed fea,
Barns were the largest siruetures built for practical purposes in the Middle Ages. Siudy of
their senstruction helps us 1o enderstand building methods; siudy of their use teaches un
ahout mgriculure and nacial history . Brodon Barn, builtin the fosrieonth eantury stll stands
in spite of a disasirous fire in 1980. This doy school brisgs together two rxparts on the Barn,
nn architect and o historian, whao will khpl:i;_u I :i,mpuannm: from their differesay perspec-
lives. Advance enrclment|with fes) essentiol 1o: Clare Murdoch, 192 Rughy Raoad,
Milverton, Leamingion Spa, CV32 6011,

hurch Hall, Malvern)

hurtly

Dwyan, 52 Shrubbery Avenue, Worcester,

10.30-5.00pm
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commands while using Word. With Xenix commands _ |
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FLIGHTS INTO YESTERDAY: G4 TIATID

Acrial Survey and Shropahire ﬂrchuuulug}'

Saturday $ih Fullruur;r 1991, 10.Mum-5.00pm,

AL :The Cawway, Shrewabury.

Fea: (L12.000£8 50) incl tea & coffes, but netluneh

Advance enrolment to: The Gateway, Choster Street, Shrewshury, 51 1M},
{Tel. Shrewshury 551707)

April 199],

At Christ Chureh (New C
Further details available s

Advance enfolment: Haather

{Tel, Worcester 21515)

Y

Tutor: Micheel Aseen A BS54 MIFA

INTERPRETING THE ras)
Saturdav
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sacond objective must be pragmatism: 10 eliminate digging for digging’s sake, to allminata
the waste of money (often the developer's) to eliminate the unexpecied discovery, to eliminate

imprecise cost estimates {spand maore time on plarnlngj, and to eliminate the non-
production of result/publications. We wera admonished, therafore, to encourage

sacond best and presarvation (of deposits andfor Information) /n sifu |s the bottom lne, our
professionalism and to make the public's view of archaeologists credible,

workshop, citing site assessments as very much a topic of the moment and hoping too much
blood would not ba shed by the end of the day. Mist of the Issues he touched on ware picked
up later; it might be worth glving a mentlon though to his suggestions that a proper site
assessment can offer the developer 2 number of optlons. (TJPN: Responsiblity to the
developer than?)

David Frasar SHBMCO spoke on "Why we must avaluate®. Based on the pramiza that rescue is

The workshop was structured around four talks (an Introduction by David Fraser, and case
studies from Mariin Carver, Taryn Nixon and David Miles) and subsequent group work and

discussion.
John Wood  (University of York Archaeological Development Officer) Intreduced the

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION

Ist June 1990, UNIVERSITY OF YORK

CONFERENCE REPORTS

EARLY AGRICULTURE : TOOLS & TECHNOLOGY B/175/AHD

Tutors: Various

Saturday, 3 November, 10.00am-5.30pm, at Arts Faculty, University, Bl5.

Fee: £15(£11.50)including lunch

The developing technology of agriculture has contributed greaily to ourimpact on the English
landscape [rom prehistory to the present. A review of aspects of the changing methods and
tools of agriculture as revealed by recent archacological and his torical research. Inconjune-
tion with CBA Group 8.

NEAR EASTERN ARCHAEOLOGY

Weekend conference to draw attention to the important work and exciting achievemenis in
British Near Eastern archaeological exploration and research.

Organised by BANEA and Dept. of Ancient History & Archaeology

9 - 11 November 1990 at Arts Faculty, University, B15

Further details from BANEA at Birmingham, cfo Dept. of Ancient History & Archaeology,

University of Birmingham, Edgbaston, B15 2TT

THE WEST MIDLANDS IN THE SUB-ROMAN AND ANGLO-SAXON
PERIOD: RECENT WORK B/125/AHD
Tutors: J.D.Hurst MA DipArch, C.F.Mundy MA MIFA,

J.A.Hemingway BEd, P.A.Barker, MA FSA MIFA,

S.Edmunde- Cleary PhLD Fee: £15.00(£11.50) including lunch
Saturday, 17 Nevember, 10.00am-5.30pm, at Arts Faculty, University, BIS

Our knowledge of settlement in the West Midlandsin the sub-Roman and Anglo-Saxon period

has been substantially enhanced in recent years by archaeological excavations at Worcester,
Diroitwich and Wroxeter; new documentary and theoretical studies have also added to our

understanding.

IMAGES AND SYMBOLS OF THE ROMAN WORLD B/126/A11D
Tutors: Graham Webster OBE MA PhD DLitt FSA AMA AMIFA,

Martin Henig MA DFPhil FSA Fee: £15(£11.50) including lunch
Saturday, 1 December, 10.30am-5.00pm, at Winterbourne

The ancient world abounds with images and symbols, which can be traced back to primi-
live Etrusean, Greek and Eastern origina. Images of monster, mazes and labryinths
abound,Intaglios, camees and amulets held great significance.

The elimination of the unexpected discovery received some debate. David Miles said that
targeting is limited by sampling size; sampling can never be big encugh to predict

avanything.....

In other words, nothing much in the way of new ideas, frash from the country's site assessors,
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FIDOrS FOREBEARS: THE ROLE OF DMMW:S
IN THE PAST
Tutors: Juliet Clutton-Brock BSc PhD, Catherine Johns BA,

Dave Symons BA, Jean le Patourel F5A Fee: £15(£11.50) inel.lunch
Saturday. 19 January 1991, 10.00am-5.30pm, at Arws Faculty, University, B15.

We have valued dogs as companions and as assistants in many different roles such us hunting,
guarding and herding for over 10,000 yeas. How, why and when were they first domesti.
cated? How highly were they regarded in the Roman and Medieval worlds, in what tasks did
they assist and what breeds were known? And how much more varied have their used been
inother parts of the world? Using skeletal evidence of dogs from archacological sites, arustic
representations and wrilten records this day school will piece together many aspeets of the
archaeology of early history of dogs and will ceincide with amajor exhibition at Birmingham
City Museum, and the first time that Crufts Dog Show has come to Birmingham.

B/127/AHD

THE ENGLISH PARISH CHURCH B/174/AHD

Tutors: Various Fee: £15(£11.50) inel.lunch
Saturday, 2 February 1991, 10.00am-5.30pm, at Arts Faculty, University, B15

The parish church is one of the most familiar features in the English landscape, and for
centuries has attracted the interest of scholars from various disciplines. Themes to be
considered includs the farmation of parishes, archosslogical excavation, and furnishing and
decoration of churches.

WEST MIDLANDS ARCHAEOLOGY B/128/AHD

Tutors: Various Fee: £15(£11.50) incl. lunch
Sawrday 15 February 1991, 10.00am-5.30pm AL Arts Faculty, University, B15

Annual survey of the latest archasological excavations und discoveries from around our
region. In conjunction with CBA Group 8

PLANT AND ANIMAL REMAINS IN
ARCHAEOLOGY: WORKSHOP

Tutor: Clare de Rouffignac, BSc

Saturday 2 March 1991, 10.00am-5, 30pm at Winterbourna
u.-.—ﬁ.—.r-ﬁ—..-.-..“ u.r_.u.-ﬂ—-._.

Environmental archacology studies biological material sueh as bones, seeds, snsils and
pellen collected during excavation which gives evidence of climate, agriculiure, diet and
disease. Practical sessions giving firat-hand experience will be backed up be seene-setting
lectures. Complimentary to Archacology of "green issues® day school.

B/129/AHD

Fee: £13.00(£10.50)
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where headings at the top are scales, and headings on the left are levels of decision.
Whereas DF hadn't seen a really good management strategy lor a specific site, they do
perhaps exist. What we archasclogists aren't doing is dealing with the bottom left of the
chart, i.e, we use national appraisals (academic summaries) informally, but we don't publish
them; we don't hawe national assessments (priorities/a game plan for the next 'n' years); we
don't do national evaluations (related to specific proposals such as road networks)....Lack of
resources ara to blame for this deficiency.

Martin Carver (York) spoke on "Assessment in Towns: the York Evaluation Project’. The
project is based on evaluating in order to match research design with deposits, and then
decliding what |s possible or ethical. The research agenda comes into all archaeological
declsions. MC proposed greater use of geophysical techniques, good for rural deposit
modeliing f you're dealing with the unknown; then you dig to see f the geophysical
pradictions were right,

MC said we must get better at presentation: a developer would rather see a bold, well-
presented pradiction than a page of fuzz, Also, we must endeavour to evaluate without
destroying (for example, remove a late cellar and study the saction behind it).

The York Evaluation Project involved strata depth maps, and the study of 'comparative
assets' for different sites, towns, countries, etc. We saw a DBase 3 model, where deposit
types and depths were separate <fields> within a site <file>, to produce zones - zonatlon
being a step In the move towards a management plan for York,

All this is necessary to avoid the sort of string of disasters we've seen recently, & lot of
which was the archaeologist's faull. We were told that at Huggin Hill, for example, the DUA's
evaluation didn't get to the developer - who was then surprised to find walls surviving 8 fest
high, (This view corrected by RE during discussion later).

Mine projects have been Identified for York over the next 10 years as part of the research
agenda:

l. Enhancing the deposit model; making site evaluation compulsory; not opening up to
competition. If a developer refuses to evaluate (or challenges the refusal of planning

permission) a citizen can take him or her to court {ref. an EEC E.LA, directive) - wa should -

dothis as part of our rasponsibility and to help out English Heritage.
2. Resource mapping (e.g. in open areas),

3. Farmal Excavaiion when the deposii model matches the research agenda. Only 7 out of
35 threatened sites in York will ‘'mateh’ in ;the next 10 years.

or

Mitigation for the other 28 sites ( to preserve them, not by scheduling but by site protection).
(We than saw Ove Arup’s proposed pile configuration for a Coppergate site; the level of
destruction was apparently acceptabls ....)

4. Medieval buildings;

§. Pottery from secondary deposits;

17

6. Rivers:

7. Hinteriand:

8. Protective Strategies (e.g. decay of deposits);
9. Annual review of research agenda.

In summary Martin Carver sald archasologists lack confidenca. (Radar is not good anough
yet and this hasn't helped). We must have resaarch agandas as the prime move, and
encourage developers to insure against unexpected discoverles. Archaeologists should
legislate as consultants, and insist that local authorities commission the scope of work on
shes.

Taryn Nixon spoke on "Site Assessment and Evaluation of MOL". (The talk appeared 1o be
well raceived, prompting favourable comments from DF and MC. Anyone who would like
to see atranscript of that talk, pleasa contact Taryn (x308).)

David Miles (OAU) gave the last case study: "Site Assessment & Evaluation at the Oxlord
Archasclogical Unit". Having been introducad by J. Wood as the head of a unit which "does
work inlots of places”, DM referrad to what are often seen as the'glided pastures of the
south* and said that the OAU haes never had geographical boundaries, and the latest job the
OAU have bean asked to tender for is in Eastern Europe. Whereas 3 years ago 80% of the
QALU's funds came from the statutory authority and English Heritage, now BD% comes from
developers. This has resutted in a higher standard of archasology. DM agreed that the key
Is in maintaining standards. Standards in Berkshire are high, because Berks. has a strong
planning department which has a system of approving contractors. Whera controls are
lacking, Cuhural Resource Management will harm the discipiine (e.g. USA experience).

DM defined "assassment® as gathering information (desk studies, holes In the ground, stc.),
and "evaluation® as putting a value on it. Evaluation Is the job of the curator, not the
contractor. Preliminary enquiries thus go directly to the contractor,

DM disagreed that developers want the job done cheaply; his experlence was that they
want quality. He praised MOL for the enormous amount they had done to improve Healh
& Safety standards. DM said the notion of the 2% sample should be shop down; we don't
want recipes; sampling should be targeted to suilt the site. DM later noted that the OAU quite
often loses work because they write quite detailed specifications: others may write
spacifications which propose to do less for less money.

Steve Roskams (York) asked DM what variation of skills an assassor should have. DM felt
it was ceen as a low status job, but is really the most difficult: therefore the more experience
you have in particular areas the better”. DM said that he therefore agrees with the

local unit expertise argument, He felt wa should be not only training archasclogists, but
providing a good career structura as wall. What we need therefore isto co-operale - towin
over the outside world - and to sub-contract within archaeclogy (2.g. where the local unit
does the field work, and OAU act as consultants to the developer - to act as 'enabler’,
although of course not guaranteelng that the developer will get planning permission). In
answer 10 R. Ellis's question DM said it is the curators who must draw up assessmant briefs, to
ensure that they are able to evaluate from the contractor's assessment.

After the group work sessions, each group reported back.
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GROUP | agreed they wanted to be pro-active and to have an explicit research agenda _
afthough resources would be a major problem. They had difficulties with the cortractor/
curator division: some felt curating was the starting point, leading to contracting; others
thought the two services must be Integrated, They proposed that IFA should address this.

GROUP 2 Ideniified the need for an information base in order to make assessments - but
didn't know how this should be funded. They saw a need for design and planning skills, and
for enforcing lavels of competence. To this end it is necessary to document a number of
compatitive tenidering case studies so that we can move on to testing practice.

GROUP 3 agread that a check on slandards was needad, For each developer who wants
quality as many i not mare could be found who wanted the cheapest archaeclogy. Tha
problems of competitive tandering were seen as caused by archaeclogists looking for
better pald work, and the curatorial stance was seen as most imporiant; archaeologists
should therefore wear 2 hats.

GROUP 4 saw positive benafits from the integrated roles of local authority based units,
through local knowledge and expertise, Some felt that on the other hand when the roles are
separated contractors will bend over backwards to be seen not to be lining their pockets.
Developers ware not seen as always comparing like with like in selecting tenders, Research
agendas were fine in principle, but again, many units don't have the resources to produce
these. (The suggestion that English Herltage might contribute was not well received by Bill
Startin). An urgent need for legislation was identified, as well as for greater
professionalism in business terms, to remove the quality variation between curators.

GROUP 5 falt that SMA's ara still quite deficient, often not good enough for preliminary
assessmants. They saw a local authority role in published research designs in a format
intelligible to planners and davelopers. Thay sought a clarification of the roles of curator v.
contractor; ideally a high moral ground was needed whereby curators advise and contractors
do not provoke contact with developers since the latter could be a license to print money.
They agreed that archasclogy neads to be more popular and better understood by the
public. The centralising of all assessment reports was sought: perhaps in SMR’s, by IFA,
in County Record Offices, or by leafiet publication - so as to benefit the discipline. They
also saw an IFA role in co-ordinating standards,

John Weod summarised, by noting that there was a unanimous move in favour of baing
more pro-active, that there were clearly concerns about competitive tendering In
connection with standards, and that the facility to monitor sites was imponant. In. many ways
the pub. conversations were just as useful as the workshop session, Martin Carver thought
the DUA had made a good case for an integrated service, though he and Steve Roskams

both thought there was a perceived absence of research objectives in London, which needed
addressing. I'd agree whole-heartedly; one just needs to look back over the minutes of
various internal meetings to see Research Strategy featuring; the same things have been
said for years and I'm not convinced that the resources needed to centralise/formalise our
strategies should be underwhelming, What did seem clear from this wokshop was that most
if not all of the units and authorities represented are at least as if not more lacking in noticeable
research agendas as the DUA,

Cue: take the lead.

Taryn Nixon
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GRAND DEBATE BUT WITHIN LIMITED HORIZONS!

Miton Keynes Archaeclogical unit put on A Grand Debate on the topic of contract
archaeology in the least grand surroundings imaginable, a factory unit in the suburbs of the
new town which happens to be the rather spartan accommodation of the local rescue
archaeologists. If your mind wanderad off the topic of discussion you could examine the very
unecological surroundings, bare roof lacking insulation, and a vast space above your heads
into which any warm fug would gather from the in-efficient space heaters. Hot air generated
at ground level derived from local members of the IFA and new town diggers concerned, no
doubt, with their praspecis in 1882 when their core funding ceased and they were thrown
out into the hard world of commerce. The debate became more of a discussion at the end
but started with set-piece speeches for and against. The arch-demon of the contractors was
there, David Miles of Oxford, to inform us that contract archaeclogy was based on the
principle that the poliuter pays, he even added the magical word "Green® to show a tokan
awareness of such issues. This attracted my attention down from the pipework and set ma to
pondaring whether it would not ba greenar not to build in the first place, especially i it was
for rows of corrugated sheds like these, a point made later by David Baker. The Pelluter pays
can very easlly become the polluter buys off or the pelluter salves his conscience. Miles also
claimad the ‘high ground' in certain respects of his company activities, not that
geographically there is much of that it his region but then presumably that would now
include Ben Navis If someone had plans to poliute that too. Anyway It was the Curators who
were going to occupy these peak sanciuaries of moral rectitude dictating what developers
could or could not do, judging which archaeological contractors were acceptable and
whather or not their works were good, What remained unanswered was whether this covered
the whole process right through to final publication. But from what Dawvid Baker had to say,
speaking against the motion, County Archaeologists and archaeological planning officers
wera not happy with taking on all these roles, werse not over-staffed with augurs ready and
willing to look into the entrails of a suit and pronounce it wholesome or not. As to the
contractors, what was their motive? Were they simply to cover their operating costs and
wages make a profit for their shareholders or did they intend to acoumulate spare funds for
resaarch work beyond the purely utiitarian needs of commercial rescue archasclogy? He
saw therole of the independent contractor not as competitive but complementary, filling
in the gaps between the original area based units.

Which takes us back to the halcyon days evoked by Mike Farley, when the naw dawn of
ragional, public funded organisations was lightening the darkness of the early 70's . This
public service archasology had, unfairly, been tainted by the warped priorities of
contemporary politics with its emphasis on commercialism and competitiveness as the
panacea for llis that were anyway illusory. Where was the IFA in all this, the Institution that
was supposed to be setting standards and monitoring archaeological practices, had it had
any real involvement in the pelicing of competitive tendering or maintaining of quality control?
Indeed, the body whose local members had staged this mesting was remarkably quiet
and seemed absent from th debate - unless Roger Thomas as chalrman represented it, but
with his other hat, as an English Heritage official under his seat, he could hardly be sald to be
impartial IFA member,

As 1o the quality of the archaeological contractors, many were fine but the adversarial
principle which gulded them was forelgn to the sort of discipline that he envisaged.

Discussion seamed thereafter imited to the maln protagonists but John Maloney did strike off
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with a rhatorical question as to the independence of the free-market operator, was this
independent of control over methods, constraints of safety, research aims or good
employment practices 7 As to the elevated standards claimed by Miles chapter and verse
was quoted on one City site where tendering had been more compstitive than Miles seemed
willing to admit. He countered by claiming to have referred to the consultancy work as
being on an un-competitive basis and seemed to say that he did not desire more competition
intha field of excavation contracts. As to the details of work in London he would not be
drawn and yet, in judging the efficiency of contract - archaeology, case studies are all
importart. | also cannot help wondering about the cost-benefit analysis of such operations,
how was the money spent, what was produced with it - does anybody independently check
the accounts of competing Units, are there annual accounts accessible at Companies Housa?

In relation 1o developer's atitudes, the supporters claimed that money was not the only criteria
of the funding devaeloper but that the fact of paying meant they took more interast in the
archaeological resulis and took them seriously, something that does have the ring of truth to
it, as far as the enlightened developers are concerned and in the context of an archaeology
set on a par with ather specialist services required by the planning process of today.

Of course, | tried to raisa the moral tone with a profound statement on the aims of
archaeology belng more than simply aservice Industry and addressing the environmental
issues of nations If not global significance, but that went down like the proverbial plutonium
balloon. However, un-deterred, | still question whether we take archaeclogy seriously
enough. In the context of the present debate do we accept archaeology only as relevant to
tha practical problem of conserving or recording physical remains, the work open to
competitive, commercial pressures, or do we see it as an academic discipline with areas of
pure research of no obvious practical benefit to a developer but with relevance to public
understanding of wider issues? The use of information from commercial archaeology was not
touched upon nor its relationship to broader research aims yet this Isthe crucial factor in
deciding whather we accept what s basically Thatchersism in Archaeology. Certainly it is
crucial to the sort of approach | see in which there Is much more preservation of the
physical svidence as part of a wider landscape conservation programme ( The Polluter is
stopped in his tracks) and in which there are mush more refined research aims to the
fialdwork that does take place (the polluter Is educated or informed of the il effects of his
activity), and there, of coursa, you start to question the basis of the present economic, social
and political order. s the developer going to fund archaeologists 10 do that, which goes far
beyond public relations exercises or Herftage centras?

Christopher Sparey-Green

GARY DIGS AVON PIKE

SALISBURY archacologist Gary Richards
explored 1he depths of the Hampshire Avon
lo tempt a 15 1b 8 oz pke.

The 3-year-old was fishing a herring
deadbait a1 Harham Bridge when he con-
necled with the pike during a two-hour ses.
S100.
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DUA EXCAVATIONS NEWS

Summaries of sitea: July 1890

1. Tallow Chandlers Hall

It was possible to examine the fabric of/below this building during refurblshment, The site lles
within the area of the Governor's Palace, and 2 fragments of possible Roman wall were
uncovered, one of chalk and ragstone Infill, and the other made entirely of chalk. Substantlal
structural remalins of the madieval Hall were uncovered. Thesa Included a chalk and rag wall,
and a baatan clay fioor, covered with demolition layers Iincluding guantities of glazed tlle dating
to the Great Fire. Some of the post-Great Fire 1672 timber frame was uncovered, along with
patches of brick infill and original lath and plasterwork.

2. Blliingagate Bath House

Bath House

Part of the monar floor in the Frigidarium has been moulded and remaoved, and the plaster
beneath axcavated. A thin trample of mortar underlay the dump and covered the original
tassallated floor (see 1 on plan). No occupation debris was obsarvad, Indicating that thea floor
was clean at the tima the plaster was daposited. Tha tessellated floor was heavlly worn,
particularty at its nartharn and whera the tiles had been bean complataly warn thraugh to
expose the monar bed beneath (see 2). This wear pattern demonstrates the intensity of use
immediately to the south of the threshhold. The tesserae have been lifted and the mortar
racorded,

East Wing

The recarding of the structuras revealad by tha removal of the modern capping in Room 2 and
the corridor is proceeding. The deposits at the south wast comer of tha hypocaust chamber in
Room 4 have bean excavated and samples retained for sleving (see 3). A single tile of one piila
was found still i situ.

North Wing
The entira wall of the wing has bean recorded,
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ARCHAEOLOGY AND
PLANNING:

A CONSULTATIVE DOCUMENT

The long awnlted "Planning
Pulicy Oualame Note: Archasslogy
ard Planning” was ralensed by the
DoE at the end of February as a
cansuliative document.

Its very nppearnnoe marks an
importont step forward, for it
signifies government accapinnce
thot planning decivione, often
made with scant regard to
historical consideraliomns,
determine Lhe fote of many of
Britnic's orekasalogical sites.

The shart introductory
statement (paras 1-12) concedes
Lhat *archaeological remains are
ireeploceable” ond that "much
archaeologival keritage” has been
destraved by man Lhis cantury.
“The key”, the guidelines alate, “to
ke future of the proat majordy of
archuevlogical site: and historic
lundsenpes  lies  with loeal
nuthoritien®. This is & Muture, the
Euidelines aapert, whore
preservalion  rathes than
inveatigation ahould be
emphasised.

Im the emse of gites that magnt be
classified “nationolly impertant
amcienl monunents, whether
scheduled or not”. say Lhe
puidelinee, “there should ba a
presumption  im  faveur  of
pressrvation”. For the wvast
majority of Britain's remaining
Eiles, il sppesrs Lo ba mwin;nd
that “positive plannicg ond
management” based on “veluntnry
copaeration” will allew for most to
e laft uminvestigncad bt
undisturbod in redevalopment
through the “sympathetkc design”
of schemes.

Mueh of the dosument {paras
LA-20] is concernad wilth giving
“advice on the handling of
archaeological matiers in the
planning process” wich relerence to
developmenl alans and planning
applications, decisions  ond
conyditiens. It is right to gingle vot
the need for loca] authoritied Lo
provide in their development plans
‘policies [er the protection,
anhancement and presarvation of
pites of archasolagizal intarest”™ (13)
and to call for “early conmulinticn
between developers and local
planning autherities™ (L4} when
gitem are likely b be afectod.

Ax [ur as planning spplicatkons
are copcermed, the poideline: coll
o developers and planners o deal
weth prebnealegicnl matters “ns an
integral part of the plannicg
application® (17), They introduce
118-28y the conzept of an
“urchacologienl evnluation”,
cemmissicned by developers
voluntarily or at the request er
even dirzetion of the planning
autharity, so thot they may provide
archaeological informetion within
their application for plannicg
CONFETR,

Should excovation be necessary,
hecause the site canmot be loft
umdisturhed, the gowernment, save
the pguidelines, “congiders it
reaganable f(or developers Lo
contribute towards their cost™ (240
‘Whether preservation or
excavation of sites & envisaged, the
paidelinas AU EeEL that
agracmenta, botween developera
and local nutherities (under
Section 52 of the 1571 Town ard
Conntry Planning Act), or
developers and nrchocologists,
should be appropriate,

Planning decisions that are
eventurlly made by the local
nutharitics, the guidelines nsoert,
should take account of local

Development at present underway on the site of the Huggin Hill Roman baths in London
{uee cover and RN4B). Here the majority of the remains are being preserved beneath the
new building, The new guidelines emphasise the Importance of preservetion (n aliu where
possible, Photograph Museum of London.,

davelopmant plans. Thus, siles
contaiming *remaing ... of natinnel
importance” or *menuments ...
worthy of preservation for local
rengoms” (271 might be refused
plamning  permirgien anlass
*develapars .. seck ta protect or
uccommeodate such remaing”.
However, il is considered that "
tha groat majority of cases
parmissicn will be given becnuea
archazelogical remains will be
arederved unallecled™.

Theugh a planning authority
"should scek to cnsere bhaot
potemtsal cenflicts ore reaclved and
agreemenis  with developars
concluded  before  planning
permission ka3 grnntcd‘ it may
“imgpose conditions" on the
devaleper including one
“prehibiting the carrying out of
development ... wntil on okenvation
has besn carried oat™ (250

The final matter of substapnce
relates te thae “discovery ef
archaealogical remaing niter the
grant of planning permission”.
Here, soys the Do, there are “no
ready made solutions” to the
archaeolopgiste’ desire to “pracerve
important archaeslogical remains™
(30). However, “a voluntary
diseussien” in which English
Heritage wnd the British
Archoealogists and Developera
Linison Groop are “ready te offer
practienl adviee™ sheuld allow “in
the majerity of cages ... for a
satisfnctory cempromise to be
renzhed™.

Tha aralysis above in binsed an
what might ba callod & poRitive
rending of the proviscons conteined
in the guidelings. Mony
archaeologists, nware that they nre
oftem the wezker party in
negotiations, will be disoppointed
in that the mensares a8 proposed
rely heavily on  voiuntary
agreements rather than statutary
econtrola. It may wall ba that
developera, minern] exbrostara,

lmwyers ondd plannercs will toke a
mnre megative winw ns far ns the
reguirements of archosclogy are
concerned und such respunses os
the consuliation elicils should be
fally debnted with all the
interanled pariies before the
guidelines wmerge in their final
lorem.

A number of assumplions ard
definitions contoined in the
guidelines do require farther
digcussion and these are noted

bowe:-

1. Are “archneslogical nites”, which
are ususlly [nrgely unknawn,
buried, and unpretected, covered
by the definition of “anciemt
monuments” which are cften
vigible, wpstanding  end
protected?

=]

Is it a realistic view that
mont ites threstencd by redevel-
opment can be protected through
“aympathatic design” and “aym-
pothetic planning policios”, thes
removing the need for archaeslo-
gical investigations? If not,
would it be more uvaaefel to
previde greater emphasia far
fueilitating erchoeslogical irvest-
igations rother than the protee-
tian of Aites uninvestigatod?

3. While it may be reasonable
for a planning auwthority te
“raquedt” or oaven “direct”
potentinl dovebopera b earry oul
an “srchaeslogical feld ovaloa-
tion®, what protedures should be
ndopted if the developer does not
intznd 1o purchoae the site undil
niter ubtaining planning comsent?

Thum the povernmeni cmHiders
it “reosomable for developers 1o
contribule” towards Uhe cusl of
sxcovation and reécording,
whao will provide the reat of
the reeeasary funda? 11 §s,
in generol, very difficult to

gel developers to contrilule fally
and the exhostation that “other
sources of funding should ba
explored” is hardly salisfactory.
1t isalao rather unfair for the
government ts expeet the
private spelar to contribule
whilsl asperting thal n Crown
developments “the department
concarned may in certain dreum-
stonecs be able to effer soane
assistance”.

5, Froven archacologizal remains,
may only become apparent on
site in many cases after planning
permisaion hos been granted. In
sach instances, with a develap-
ment scheme well-ndvanced,
whether in design or in
construction, surely Lhe
nrcharologicnl requirement
will weaslly be e record
rother than “preserve”. The
former eather than the latter will
meed Le be lahen aceount of in
the “opan ... frank _... realistic
eipcuasions” which the guide
linzs {diplomanicallyt envisage!

This docwmant should therefure be
weleamad na & consulintion poper.
[t will though be strengthened
immeasurably i, in its final form.
it containg directions to ensure
that evalustisns sre earried owt,
urereruhl?'.. but nol necassartily
axclugively, before planming
permission is ghver. If as a resaltl
al sueh evaluations, the desisions
them made about development
sites, hava to take into ncoound the
need to preserve (he archneological
deporite unirvestignied, o arcnnge
fior Ulhwir eagavalion and recording
mmid @ven i CEFEIN CiTrumSlances,
their presentatinon as & public
manument, the planning guidalines
will pruve ko Le of considerable
importance in securing the Tuture
al Britains archasological siles

Harvey Sheldon

ARCHAEOLOGY - INTO Tk

The 1080 RESCUE AGM was
followad by an open meeting
which enneentrated on how
archasclogy was likely to
develop in the next decade,
in the light of recent pvents.

r smesinn proved in bhe &
groeat sucesass, combining
talks by wrchacclogists on
recent projects, with
politicians whn sought to
explain their parties policy
on archaeology.

Abowt 200 peaple were present
fom 1T Pebruary at the Muoseum
of London} when Heseue's
Chialrman, Harvey Sheldon,
intreduced the first of nine
apeakers on the day. We firat
heard analyses of the crises at
the Mose Theatre (by George
Dennis) and Hoggin Hill sites
[Johm Maloney) and their lessons,
Minat of those present ware aware
of English Haritages propeaals ta
meparate planning and
centracting lunctions. &nd
Irtzodwee eompetitive tendering
for erchnealegical prajects In
London tand elsewhorel Many -
and here the non-professionals
were Lhe moat outraged ar:.d
vooiferous — condemnad the iden
as inappropriale. (Some anils
weem o be llowing the Vicloran
dictum ‘Where Lthere's muck
there's braas' by searching for
work over large poarts of the
country.} There is already muach
concern in the profossion st the
potential lase of quality in the
case of & free for all, the
Mugeume Associgtion, and the
Society of Mugeum
Archaeologisis nre lrading the
oppesition. Underatandably the
LWy lwul\.e:b uu:uw] ahlllla:l_'r for
maintaining the Museum of
Landen's rele as hoth adviser and
contraciar, 4 case strangthaned
later by tha Musewm Direcior,
Max Heoditch, sea p.

There waere alao  clear
pregantations os sevaeral othar
isawes b which Rescan hos taken
B cloge interest. At the important
prehiatorie ‘channel' aite at
Caldieot in 3E Walas, the
Govarmment = &8 doveloper = has
unusually steppod beyond its
normel practioz by egreeing Lo
fund o major coavation. la this
rather the libersl face of the
Weleh OfTice, taking a lpes
Thatcherite ling than the English
Treaaury? Wa henrd that the
Iafga Empleyment Treining
Scheme run by the Greater
Manchester Archazology Unit
wag due to be elosed imminenthy
John Walker, wha until recentiy
helped 1o manage the schame,
loquently and inspiringly called
for orchocology to be maode
weemible to the lecal communily,
not only os wser bal also &5
participator. Without doubl, Lhe
rnding of Lthe Community
Programme in Ssptember 1988
azs ereated Mnancial problems
far rescun unils, vepecially where
fevelnper funding is not ensy Lo
wegotinte. Jude Plouviez of
Juffolk County Council and Mr
lakn EBrowmning - o fermer
warassed by treasure-hunters -
gported on the lootimg of the
mportant Roman bronze finds
‘rom has lnnd at [cklinghom and
ke inadequate respanse from
wth Qevernment end English
deritage 1o the requests for
wekion feee KN 481 A major
arablem here iz tha British
Fovernmeant’s anwillingnesa Lo
‘atify the UNESCO eonventlon
s illigit traffic (n cultural
wraperky. Mr Browning is to b

ongratulated lor hin stapec on

this Lest case angd for ngresing o
mresent his case in publee

The mpoting next heard from
throg MPa on thedr parly's poliey
un archueslogy, Gerry Buwden
ICanservative, Dulwich] a strong
supparter of archaenlogy {just as
wall - Roscus's Chairman iz ona
wf his constituents!l announced
that o Mimisterinl statzment on
archaeclogy and planning was
expocied shortly (ng had been
ropoabed in The Teoes two doys
previoudlyl. Three weeks laver
the lang awaited nole eventually
onded on Lhe desks of the lecal
authorities. Prodiceably perhaps,
Mr Bowden siressed a need for
‘balance” between archaeclogy
and development, and indicated
chat the planning process was the
appropriate vehicle for dealing
with provision for archneslogy.
He again follawed the sxpreted
fine in suggesting that problems
should e resolved by gondwill
rather than legislation. bat st
enat Mr Rowdon accepted ihe
arinciple of "the palluter poys’
and noted the change for the
better in public and developer
attitudes tn archaradngy.
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e included in District plans. Tha
rationale for the policy in baead
an a neliel that the ewrrant
politicnl nagloct of sur eultural
uabety lias had & dissslrous effect
on Britain's epanamie
perfarmance. Archasologiata
would im  turn  have a
responsibility to explain their
wuorhk to the pubkic.

Much of this was new, and tha
slightly stunned audiensa had
much foud for thoughtl aboul o
prasible poliey redireclisn in the
mid 1983s. There were, of couras,
a few mutterings of dishelicf or
contannpl (eg “Whire's the momsey
corrding fromi™ from the gnome of
Maesingion Road).

The mesting waa closed by the
Liberal Democratic MP Tar
Seuthwark, 3imon Hughes, &
familiar face to many since his
leading part in the Save the Rose
Campaign. Mr Hughes
emphasised that the events of
1989  kad mede rescoe
archsenlogy A papular issue, and
claimed thet great public
wiclvement could be genarnted by
tha iden of history ‘where it was',
Agnin, hir parys palicy was atill

Mark Fisher MP, Lobour Arts Epokesman and one of the
three politicions who spoka st this years AGM,

Mark Fisher ‘(Labour's
spokesmom  om the Arts)
apulogised for his party's Inck of
cofherent palicy ot the time of the
LEA8 eriges st London and York,
but promised that a policy would
suon be in drafl. He spoke sl
ST E |L"I'I,Ft!'l. ard with apparant
canfidenes that he would be in
Gawernment froon 1882, As such,
hi: promised strenger powera and
urgent nction on Preserving
ancient menuments, increased
gevornment funding, and o new
Ministry of Aris nnd ths Media to
bring the UK into line with ather
Furopenn countries. (This
propoanl, in particular, to raise
Um profibe of the nation's histaric
environment, brought warm
pra‘se fromn Martin Biddis in the
subsequent disgisesbon.) Tha now
Minislry win hd i lude
respondibility for both “heritage'
anrl mMUAENmA, il ik prass
for preservation of historic
landscepis and for archasslogy o

being drafted, but the need for
statutory enforcement was
agoephed with stronger powers fur
local authorities and groater
links with other controls on the
environment, Developers gould
after all insure against visks Mo
unexpacted major discoveries,
and tox incentives could be
eutablished to encourage ‘proper’
behaviour.

All three of course would eladim
to be greener than the other, buk
the audience cartainly
appreciated  thess  three
presentations, The MPa were left
in no doubl aboul the meeling's
feelings on current policy and in
particular English Heritage's
proposnls. The years nhead
certainly promise AOWE
interosting battlos - who can
prodiot where we ahall be by the
timoe Rescae MNewa T6 is
published?

‘Tim Schadla-Hall

IBENIN RESCUE 1990 AGM
REPORT

Tha Rescus AGM wos hold ot the
Mugsum of Londsn on Saturday,
17 February, 1880, Details of the
mew commiltee are shown below.
In the ahaenes of the Chalrman
whe was oecupied with
weleceaming the gucst speakors
arriving for the open meeting
which follewed, the AGM was
resided over by the Viee-
halrman, who pru&nl‘.:ﬂ the
Chairman's raport, Thia reviewsd
#ome of the crises with which the
commilles had wrestled during
the year ot the Rose and H
Hill'in Lendon, the Queen's Hotel
in York, Celdicet in Gwent and
the case of the Icklingham
bromzes.
He repertad thal the
commities hod prepared =
statement on & pe il:-ﬁ} for

archasolagy lor for by
palitical riias  and had
commentad om the place of

.ﬂm'!lulu]ug_lf im the National
Curriculum. A membership
survey had been carried cut
which will be weed in formulati
& racruiting policy for 1580 q:E
tho survey of archasologienl
rovision throughout Lhe coun
1 boing up-dated. Ho identifie
&8 8 major araa of concern the
of competitive tendering
end soid that Roscue would be
u thi neseptancs of o loeally
framawork Fur arche
boped on the concopt of public
sarvice. Finally, he callad on DOE
to jsmun the long awaited
guidelines on archeaclogy and
plarning &nd > make this n firm
unegulivesal statemant. Many of
[T th.uu;uu :-u.ru tahen urll.ur
epaakers in the open meeting
I-E;[E]:uln'nd-
1]

on the

L]

for organising
dmﬂxnanu Opan
Universaity Archaen]
Dapartmasts thronghout tha

oountry. The Pubifnll,y and

Pags 8

Mamberahip sab-committes had
made several recommendations
some of which had already been
put into effect - membera wers
raminded of the ielephons

enswering machine at tha

Hertford and sncoaraged to

make ausw of it and of the Site

Tours List which it i hoped to

mike 8 regalar feature of Hestue
RV

Thres issuee of Rapous Mewn
hod appeared in 1980 and the
Editer wns congratulated on
mainteining & high standerd of
both content and presentation —
there had been no lack of
important and thought provoking
topies to roport on during the
yRHK were reminded of
tho fartheoming conference on
Archasology and Bmall Towne at
Grantham on 28 April.

The Treasurer precented a
herlthy sot of aecounts which
required little in the way of
expianation and were adopted.
He, and the sther cfficers, urged

| mem to join a recruiting
drive to lry bto double the
memberahip in 1990, Rescus
nesds members, net only for their
subscriptions but in erder to
bring more presaure to bear in
the campaign for batter funding
and stronger bagislation.

Tha Vics-Chairman ex wd
that the committes had been

ta b them up to date. Any
s for rmvimion will ba Lnid
ora the next AGM in 1801,

The WVice-Chairman then
thanked all the officers and
oommilies members for their
wark throughout the = nat
Fursul-l{ug randa liuhh our
mamberahip secretary = and,
after the slsction of the offiesrs
ond mew commitien members,
members moved to the Lesture
Theatre for the Open Meating,

Jean Mallar

THE 1990 RESCUE
COMMITTEE

PA, Barl T
", ar Prol . I, B Jones
Frof, M. Biddlo Prof A 0. Thiomens
Chodrmen: Vice-Chairman:
Harvay Sheldsn Tim Schodla-Hall
Semw:‘: Theneursr:
Jenm Mellor Milc Danislls
Commities:
Greorga Dannis Judith Ploavies
Muzeium of Lenden Buffolk Courty Caancil
Raland Flook Brian Simmenn
{Mambsarahip and Traet fer Linsslnakirs Archasmlapy
Publieity Officar) e
John ‘Walker
Dinne Friendshig-Taylor Graster Mancheatar
Cepnlral M N P Archasslogical Unit
Petér Hintan Hnzel Snlighury
Musawm ol Lenden
Ran Shossmith
Bernard Johnson Archassbegical Commbltes, City of
Herufind
Bub Janen
Bristcl City Museums Tim Berickland
Michesl Jones Alan Waal
Lincoln Archseclogical Truat
5 Dy Bobert Young
Biman MzCuddan Univervity of Leivesber
Museirm af Lenden
Hedley Bwail
Dir Martin Millatt (Editor Rasrus MasaMusam of
Drurham Undvera ity Lanidan
Patrick Ottawny Membarahip Srcrvlany:
Yark Archaealogical Trast Brendu Hobiba
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