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INTRODUCTION

NEWSLETTER
QUESTIONNIARE

A

The questionnaire included with the December issue of the News-
letter has now been collected and collated, New ideas and changes
will be incorporated within the February issue. The resuits ara
included in this issue.

HAPPY NEW YEAR to all readers of the
Newsletter!

Closing date for completed quastionnaires 14 December 1988
Analysed on 22 December 1988

34 replies out of 230 circulated - 14%

1. Do you lke the Newsletter?

YES -3
MO -1
Mol guite convinced -1
Indifferent -1
2. Content
Job Vacancies - useful - 29
more detail -3
less detail -1
should be omitted -1
{would like jobs o be advertisad further in advance)
Personal naws - useful -15
more detail -9
less detail -6
should be omilted -5
Cartoons\comps - useful -12
mare detail -
less detail -1
should be omitted -10
Currant work in sactlons - useful - 24
more detail -7
less detail -1
should be omitted 2
Other Mol. Depariments - useful -26
more detail -4
lass detail -2
should be omitted -2
Events - useful -27
more detail -4
less detail =1

should be omitted -\



Feature articles - useful -23

mara detail -8
lzss detail -4
should be omitted -1
Organis. of sections - usetful -24
more detail -2
less detail -1
should be omitted -4
Ferthcoming sites - useful -25
mora deatail -7
less detail -1
should be omitted -1
Site summaries - useful -16
maore detail -8
less detail -3
should be omitted -8

(what about publication summaries)
(more detail of DGLA sites)

3. Format

size - suitable -32
unsuitable -2

(should be smallar - AS size)

binding - suitable -25
unsuitable -6

(suitable now that done with staples - 10)
(1 prefarred rings)

colour - suitable -18
unsuitable -
(generally indifferant)

layout - suitabla - 24
unsuitable -6

{commenis included very good, needs to be more consistent, very
clear layout, dislike tha symbols - particularly tha finger symbal, like
the symbols as helps to clarify it, could be more radical such as a fold
out, needs 10 ba kept simple to keep costs down, need to be more
drawings and photos, margins too wide making a waste of paper,
and several comments USE RECYCLED PAPER])

4. Other suggestions for inclusion
Letters page

Jobs outside London & abroad
Museum shop - book ordering procedura
Treasure Trove & the law

LAMAS & UCL lectures

Conferences & deadlings for apglying
Accommodation

Prafile of members of senior staff

Faor sale'wanted

Gossip column



Focus on one site per issue

'Golden Oidie’ featuring a past site
Archasologist of the month

MNews from the publication programme
History of London

Overseas lrips

Sile safely

Rights of Corporation of London staff
Allernative excavation guides
Photographs from staff

Contentious and discussive articles

Concluslon

Clearly the Newsletler is perceived as being a useful purveyor of
information, and generally speaking the conterd and format pres-
ently being produced is popular. The mast popular sections are
clearly current work in OUA sections, other Mol Departments,
forthcoming sites, feature aricles and events. We shall continue to
include thase and expand them where possible. The format is
acceptable, as long as it continues to be stapled, and we shall ook
into the possibilily of using recycled paper,

Cther Hems suggested for inclusion will be incorporated where
appropriate, in particular from February thers will be a letiers page.
This is open to anyone o write about any issue in the DUA or the
Museum which you feel needs to be aired. It could include discus-
sion of controversial issues or simply personal views i.a. what is
wrong/right with contract archaeology?

A lot of the other suggestions can be included as feature articles,
suchas“from our foreign correspondent” about work abroad. Offers
of arlicles will be willingly received, otharwise it will ba necassary 1o
request and chase up articles from individuals.
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JANUARY DIARY

Tuesday 10

General DUA staff meeting about site safety

A recording of the London Plus feature which was broadcast last
August will also be shown,

4pm Lecture Theatra,

Thursday 12

Boardroom presentation to the developers of 80 Coleman Street.
DUA staft are invited to view the finds and hear a short talk about
the site given by Tony Mackinder in the Boardroom at 4 30pm.

Friday 13

LECTURE ; Current Excavations in the City
- Simon O'Conneor Thompson

- 1.10pm Lecture Theatra.

Friday 20

LECTURE : Progress atl Cannon Street Station
- Angus Stephenson

- 1.10pm Lecture Theatre.

Friday 27

LECTURE : The Trial Excavations at the Huggin Hill Roman Bath
- Michael Shea

-1.10pm Lecture Theatra.

Interviews with grade 3 - 4 + 2 staff with

less than two years service

The interviews with staff with less thantwo years service who joined
priorto 1989 have almost all taken place. If you were unable to make
your appointment, please re-arrange with the person whe con-
tacted you. If youwere not contacted and should have been, please
contact Marie Nally. Thera will be two articles in the February
Newsletter on the outcome of these interviews - a general one by
Marie Maily on poinis raised and how they have been or will be
followed up and an article by Susan Greenwood specifically related
to the discussion of training in these interviews.



ENVIRONMENTAL ARCHAEOLOGY DEPARTMENT

Aecent dendrochronological spot dates on fimbers from sites
currently under excavation have confirmed and refined the archae-
ology dating of some of the struciures.

Samples from the Saxon embankment at Thames Exchange have
given adate indicating felling of the oak timbers in the first half of the
glaventh century, contemporary with similar structures at New
Fresh Whar, Billingsgate and Seal House.

Timbers from a Roman well at Garlick Hill suggest a felling range in
the middle of the second canury AD and a slake from the site at
Angel Court has produced a felling date in the late 2nd century, 191
AD or a little later.

The bulk processing of soil for finds and environmental matenal
from Thames Exchange and other DUA sites will begin this month.
Thrae processing assistants have been appointed, funded by the
environmental, field and finds seclions, to wet seive samples fram
current excavations for finds, poliery, bone, elc. This will be taking
place on the site of completed excavations at Courages in South-
wark and ourthanks are due to John Dillon (DGLA) forobtaining the
OW for this operation to be set up on his sile. This exercise will run
for atrial period of three months afler which it will be assessed. The
processing uses a modified cement mixer to disaggregate the
sediment and a purpase built sieving table with sieves of mesh size
down to 1/2 milimetre lo recover tha finds.

Recent excavation at Whittington Avenue has uncovered an early
Roman surface thatwas ‘ploughed’. This is the first evidence of this
kind in the city area and samples have been taken for micromor-
phological soil analysis, hopefully to identify the nature and duration
of this activity. Further excavation may reveal more of the ploughed
surface. The exlensive middens and floor surfaces atthis site have
been intensively sampled but it will be some time before we can
comment on how productive this exercise has been. Thea site has
twice been used as a demonstrafion site {orthe DUA environmental
induction courses.

The large archasological project starting this month in the Fleel
Valley and due to run for 14 months has funding for an ‘on-site
environmentalist'. This will be the first time we have been able to
assign an Environmentalist to a single excavation project, in this
case up 1o thirty trenches. Hopefully their prasence on site will go
a long way towards assisting the excavation staff in their sampling
decisions and produce an inferactive relationship beneficial to both
sections.




V

TRAINING

The trial work at Vintry House produced our first finds of big cats,
lions and leopards, and bears. A number of skulls and jaws were
recovered from probable 19th century layers and with a few fox
bones suggest the presence of skins with heads, orthe preparation
of skins for the fur trade.

Libarary Tours

Tours of the museum library have been arranged for DUA staff. If
you would like to attend a tour, either sign one of the circulating lists
or let me know in the Excavatlons Office.

Two groups of 12 will be shown round on the first Monday of every
month, and the tours will 1ast approximately 1 hour,

Elizabeth Hess will give a general tour and explain how to use the
library.

In addition the following people will give a brief talk on their work:-

Audrey Adams  : Bibliographer London Archaeology
Sue Cole : SMR Assistant

Dave Evans : Records Officer

Cath Malonay : Archives Officer

Muck To Metal : How archasometallurgy helps the archaeologist.
by Paul Travis, Tim Ellis and Dana Goodbum-Brown,

A one day workshop presented by the British Metallurgy Society.

The workshop set out to introduce archaeclogists lo modern
archaeo-metallurgical technigues and to provide aninsight into tha
problems archaeologistsface dealing with metal artifacts and metal
working on sites.

The marning was devoted to iron and the afternoon to copper and
its alloys. In both sessions an intreduction o smelting and manufac-
turing processes was followed by an explanation of available
archaeo-metallurgical techniques. Whether some of the more
advanced analytical techniques merited the time and cost involved
was also discussed.

The workshop helped to put metallic finds on site into a broadsr
context, showing the benefits of archago-metallurgy to the archae-
ologist and highlighting communication breakdown between the
field andfinds analysis. Some of the sessions required a fair amount
of scientific knowledge and appeared to be aimed at finds and
conservation staff. The problems of identification of slags and other
avidence of metal workings on slie was Insufficiently covered and
this could usefully ba covered in future in-house iraining sessions.



Tralning News ‘

No fraining has been organised for January due to the excavation
workload for the month. Future sessions planed for February and
March include ‘Recording Test Pits’ and Training Volunteers'.

| ghall be attending a course in training and development at South
West Londan College. This will help me understand training meth-
ods and enable ma to design more effective future training ses-
sions,

Hal Bishop, Bruce Watson and Dave Lakin attendad the Archaeol-
ogy of the Urban Monastery Conference at York.

Future conlerences at the University of Oxferd, Department for
External Studies include:-

F Treasure and Splendar
This explores metalwerking skills in medieval England.
11-12 February 1989,

Place-Mames and Landscape Studies.
The study of Saxon topographical names.
18-19 March 1989,

The Archaeology of Cathedrals.
28-30 April 1989,

Susan Greenwood Further details are available from me in the Excavations Office.




It has been said that the spade cannot lie, but it owes this merit
in part to the fact that it cannot speak’
(Philip Grierson, 19558)

Inthe past fitteen years the DUA has dug up a mountain of data and
finds. What are we to do with it? Who wants or ngeds to know about
it? Te whom should we be projecting our results?

These are questions concerning the post-excavation and publica-
tion teams in the DUA, and it might be useful i in this and a
succeeding article | cutlined both the current practices for post-
excavation and publication, listing the people involved, and putting
forward some of the issues wa are debating. Perhaps evan more
than excawvation, this is an area of potential expansion and new
ideas. | shall be dealing mainly with our work on the site side; cihers
should spaak for detailed finds and environmental work.



A

This first article is concernad with the archive, its compilation and
explanation. To begin with, a brief outline:

LEVEL MATERIAL  AVAILABILITY

I Siteand  Storage In Museums

finds
Il Site and In museum or natianal
finds archive
records
Il Fullreport Publication in micro-
or digital form
v Synihesis  Journal repor
with support-
ing data

Following the Frere Report (1375), site information can be viewed
as baing at four levels, from the physical evidence of the site - soil
and finds - through basic factual recording to high level conclusions
and speculations. Level | Is the physical object of the site, usually
destroyed; and the actual finds retrieved from it. Level Il records
include the context sheets or site notebooks, and the Harris matrix;
the finds records at the same level include accession lists, pholos
and X-rays.

The level lll structural archive repart is the most extensive descrip-
tion of the layer by layer history of tha site. Computers are now
widely used in the writing of archive repoerts by wordprocessing,
which would enable the reports to be indexed by maching if that
were ever thought advisable, Programs o help analyse and present
the site information in the report are being developed (see below),
and computer graphics are now being employed by several units
including ours in tha drawing of archive report and publication
illustrations. The level |ll archive reports will be the solid basis both
of an archive and of the conventional level IV publication pro-
gramme (arlicles, books and exhibitions). The published reports
should be seen asthe publicly visible tip of a pyramid, supporied by
amuch larger archive at one remave from outright publication, but
available in the Museum for consuitation.

Onthe site side several people are supervising the compilation and
adequate curation of level lll reports: Andrew Westman (Museum,
x310) and Liz Shepherd (Bridge Housa) ensure guality and consis-
tency among the 70+ outstanding reports, and Cath Maloney
{Museum, x251) keeps the Archive. David Bentley (Drawing Office,
x208) is in change of production of laval Ill site drawings. We also
have two manuals: the Archive Guide (1986) (available from me or

Andrew) and, in preparation, the revised Archive Repord Manual,



Indexing the archive

Such a vast archive is however in danger of bagoming impene-
trable; mountains of paper and drawing film, and long hand-written
indexes of information which may not be consistent from site to site.

Our first task is to undersiand the archive ourselves, both for our
rasearch and to Improve site selsction and managament in the
future. We need 1o develop syslems to ask a range of questions of
an archaeological archive, whether it is of site information or finds.
Here are some of the gquestions that we hope, intime, to be able to
answer.

1. Tellme all tha examples you hava of Roman shops in the 1st
century AD, with their most recently-formulated dates.

2. Tell me all the parts of the Blackfriars precinct in which you
have found friary buildings, their dates and detalls of how
much survived in sach case.

3. Canthe original functions of early medieval pits be deduced
from their shape and depth? Forinstance, did medieval bell-
founders, tanners and dyers dig pits of different and recog
nisable shapes for their manufacturing purposes?

We propose to use computer programs which involve some ele-
ment of indexing at three levels, carrying out three separate but
ralated tasks.

1. The Context Data Phasing program (CDP), written by Paul
Tyars, has several functions. Firstly it i an aid to wriling ol
consistant reports by storing the coded descriptions of site sirata,
downio a very fine level of detall: descriptions of individual timbers,
walls or dilches, forinstance, along with references to their plan and
section numbers. The context numbers are the initial building-block
ofthe whole recording system, and the key to both descriptionof the
context (its dimensions, shape elc) and the finds or samples which
have bean derived from it. The COP program controls the inputting
of this Information to make it consistent, and then can amange it in
the stratigraphic phases proposed, after analysis of ihe sile matrix
by the supervisor. The program can also generate struciured and
grammatical text from these codewords, which enables the com-
puter to assist in the writing of archive reports in a consistent
mianner; descriplions of chosen conlexts can be called up and
imporied into text files. See Robin Boast or Tim Williams for further
details.

2. The Phasing Index is then compiled, using its own inputting
program. This produces an index in the following format:

Context, main group, sub-group, acronym.

The acronyms (as an example, B7rBu signifies Building 7 room 2
usage) are used lo comelate finds and field data, assisting with the
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analysis of finds assemblages and the dating of structural activities.
Some of the terms represented by acronyms are:

Building, Grave, Pit, Read, Foreshore, Waterfroni dump, Ditch,
Skelaton.

They are descriptive terms, though cleardy interpretation has startad.
At thig level the distinction is made between internal and extemal,
and between construction, use and disuse or demalition, since
these can be archaectogically defined.

When this infarmation is put in, the computer, which can already
arrange contexts into sratigraphic groups with the CDP program,
assigns fhese basic inferpretation terms to each group. Thus an
enquirer can know quickly that finds, or environmental material,
from context 123 is from the first phase of use of Building €.

The products or outcome of having this form of index are several:

(a) a research base which represents the vasl mass of level Il data
is being prepared, from which level IV projects can be most
afticiently conducted;

(b) the index aids the refinements o chronology which come after
the spot-dates have been received from the tinds section: thus the
phasing Is relined and improved.

(c) for the outside researcher or internal enquirer, the archive is
indexed at a basic level.

Examplas can be given of this last outcome. The index will be of
descriptive data with the minimum of intarpretation, which is the
proper concern of the level 11l report: descriptions of buildings and
objacts, their spatial distribution, and their development over time.
Interrogation routines can be constructed to answer questions such
as number 3 at the head of this aricle, since the shape ol pits is
definable from the data put in via the CDP program. Here is another

axample:

Tell me all the cases you hava of opus signinum in 1st-cenlury
Roman buildings (&) in floors, (b) as fragments in dump layers,
which might have coma from floors.

The Phasing Index produces lists of all 1st-cantury Roman build-
ings by looking up their currently-suggested dales. These are put in
a file and by linking to the CDP program, the constituenis of the
contexis comprising construction of the buildings can be found.
Thus a list of all 1st-century Roman buildings with floors of opus
signinum can be preduced. The list will be of stratigraphic groups
within site reports. To provide the list of fragments from dump
layers, i.e. In secondary contexts, the question is framed insuch a
way as 1o search those phases which are of use or disusa.

3. The Keyword Index (more properly parhaps, Interpretative Index)
is slill under discussion. H is intended primarily for searching
throughthe research base at aslightly higher level; it will be the most



John Schofleld

commeon level of entry for oulside researchers and guite probably
for many internal enquiries alse. This introduces such words as
Temple, Church, Priory, and Amphitheatre. What is needed here is
the anawer to the question, How many Temples have you axca-
vated, and on what sites? Activities can also be indexed inthis way:
quarrying, pit-digging, industrial. These will be inthe Keyword Index
as quarries, pils and indusirial siructures. Inthis way we would hope
to answer gquestions like number 1 at the head of this article.

As ever, nothing Is as simple as it seems, and Indexing far less so.
Many, perhaps most, genaral enquiries will be of the "how many
examples from the whole city® variety - 'How many excavations
have you conducted on medigval parish churchas? Or ‘How many
examples do you have of Welsh roofing slate belore the 13th
century?' There is afurthertype of question which is geographically
specific: 'How many excavations have you conducted within the
Blackfriars precinct?' or “along Thames Street’. At the moment this
can be most efficiently handled by a combination of maps of sites
and a conventional indexing program called MACREX, used In
books, indexing the text called the Archive Catalogue (latest edition
1587, 10 be updated). This index, which normally runs as follows:

Blackfriars,
burials within, 31
church, 31, 123
city wall extension, 154
cloistral range, 31
guest house, 31
Ladychapel, 123
Blackiriars Lane, 31

can also run, on the scraen of a computer:

Blackfriars,
burials within, APCS81
church, APO81, LBY85
city wall extension, NBSB4
cloigtral rangs, APDS1
guest house, APO&1
Ladychapel, LBY8S

Blackfriars Lane, APO81

as a first indication of the sites involved. Further documentation in
the archive, which could easily be computerised, tells the enguirer
the state of documentation of ihe various relevant sites: whether
they have archive reports and drawings, a finds appraisal, and
whether resaarch is already being conductaed onthe material. This
general index is also an aid to the planning of publications; it can be
appreciatedihat after several axcavationsof 1381-85, shownbythe
sitecodes in tha above example, a publication on the Blackfriars in
London may now be worthwhile, More of that in my second article,
which will deal with ways of making the archive accessible, current
publications and future directions, including computer graphics.



THE MUSEUM OF LONDON RECORDS OFFICE

3 Managing Information

: The Museum is in the business of recording and interprating
London and life in London through the ages. it also cares for, stores
and manages its collections.

It Is the business of this Office to make sure that information which
we gather on these subjects comas together sensibly and uselully
across all departments, including DUA.

| am also responsible for developing and maintaining the Museum
Archive, which includes the archaeological records generated by
the DUA.

In general, the DUA lightens my workload by providing its own
computing department and archive preparation staff, with whom |
work closaly.

London and Life in London from earllest times

to the present day

Staft of the Museum, particularly in the archaeclogical field dapart-
ments, are continuously gleaning information about London topog-
raphy, buildings, land-use and fabric; about important London
people, businesses, trades, products, ways of life and traditions;
about its economy and history.

Information will be recorded about objects; about their identifica-
tion, description, classfiication, history of produdtion, discovery,
ownearship and use; about why they are useful to an understanding
of London or why we collected them,

Archaeologists take this information from the soil and associated
finds. Museum curatcrial staff gather it from research and from the
background to our collections.

The job of the Records Officer is lo make sure thal systems,
computerisad and otherwlse, are in place to record what is neces-
sary and useful about the above, so that it can be built into a
valuable, unified databark for the ugse of the Museum and the
Public.

| lialse with the curatarial depariments (namely prehistoric and
Roman, medieval, fudor and stuart, modern, costume and textiles,
paintings, prints and drawings and docklands/warking history), the
field deparimems (namely DUA, DGLA and Environmental), the
Greater London Sites and Monuments Record and several external
bodies 1o ensurs that 1his Information comes together.

Record forms are worked up with the relevant departmants, com-
puter systems are developad and made operational, manuals and
printouts are provided, queries answered. Departments must then
type in their own information, check and edit it.




David Evans
Museum Records Officar

Care , Starage and Managementi of Collections

Many collections management activities are undertaken by the
Museum, including conservation, analysis, x-ray, restoration, ac-
quisition by gift, purchase or bequest, cataloguing, record pholog-
raphy, marking and labelling, storage and movament, valuation and
audit, insurance, borrowing and loan, display and disposal efc efc.

| have to make sure that our collections management filas and
records are well-maintained and that systems are designedto be as
free as possiole from risk or excess bureaucracy.

| have to prasent a rapor o each Board of Governors meeting on
accessions made to collections and farthcoming loans out,

General Management of Records and Archives

Cne of my responsibilities is to assist in the ordering and reduction
of ALL forms of records produced by the Museum. This does not
mean that | have the right to look at or dispose of all or any records,
but deparimentz need fo agree programmes for keeping thair
recards in order, and for depositing selectad material within the
Museum Archive.

The DUA is one such department, and its archaeclogical records
are already largely mainfained here within the Records Office.

Currant Wark

Particular current work includes development of information sys-
tems for new museum stores, development of our new central
collections computing systems over the course of 1989, work on
improving the care and funding of archaeological archives and a
raview of our systems for borrowing and loaning collections.



FORTHCOMING
PROJECTS

Copthall Avenue/London Wall

This sile is located over pant of the Upper Walbrook Valley and
excavations in 1987 at 10-12 Copthall Avenue indicated good
survival of Roman deposits including a8 Roman road. What makes
this a site of paricular interest is the fact that it was in part
investigated over a century ago by the celebrated General Augus-
tus (Lane-Fox) Pitt Rivers. In 1866 he recorded many timbers on the
site which he interpreted as the pilas of stilt bulldings from a lake
village of prehistoric date. Such an interpretation was 1lavour of the
month' due to contemporary discoveries of lake villages in Switzer-
land. It also made sense of tha prehisteric word ‘London’ as being
a part corruption of the celtic word Llyn (lake).

Current interpretation of the fimbers is that they are probably
remains of sarly Roman timber-frame buildings and drainage
systems.

Any guesses for the 2089 interpratation?

The site |5 likely 1o be investigated during this year partly pra- and
partly post- demolition. The client is 'Scottish Widows'.

Blackfriars/Holborn

This project has (just about} starled. There have bean rumaurs in
the past that BR wanted to increase the number of tracks from 2 to
4, This would have major implications for the project since it would
litarally mean going back to the drawing board. While Rosehaugh-
Stanhope Development (RSD developers working in conjunction
with BR denied any knowledga of thig, the recent decision by BR to
make Kings Cross their main Channel Tunnel rail terminal (pre-
sumably connecting via Blackiriars/Farringdon) may have some
effact on this project.

River Plate Housea
Mo, we are not due to be digging there again. Hammersons the
cliert as at Dominant House, are reported 1o be gelling the new
properly al a ‘substantial price’ 10 a Japanese company. Hammer-
sons themselves are currently the subject of a bid by a Duich
company Rodamco.

Billingsgate Bath House

The Corporation has approved the restoration of the Roman re-
mains beneath the TSB in Lower Thames Streat. It is likely that
archaeclogical work will startin March which will involve excavation
of parts of the {non masonry) remains, in conjunction with a
consarvation programme. It is hoped that eventually the baths will
be opened o the public completa with axhibition, shop etcinc1992.
The Corporation has earmarked lunds for both excavation and
publication.
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SUMMARIES
OF CURRENT
EXCAVATIONS

1. Dominant House

Trial work on tha site of the Huggin Hill Baths was completed in
Octobaer 1988, and preparatory work for the main excavation has
beanunderway since that date. The majority of the overburdan and
concrele slab have been removed and excavation commences in
the second week of January. It is already clear that survival ie as
good in the new areas as H was within the frial areas. As well as the
monumental remains of the public baths, it is anticipated that thera
will be a complele sequence from any antecadeni to the bath
complex, through to the late Roman re-use of the sile, Saxon
eccupation and medieval and post-madieval usage.

2. 30-37 Mincing Lane

The location of the watching briet at Mincing Lane is within the
easternpart of Roman and medieval eity. Inthe course of underpin-
ningwork and ground reduction a circular chalk linad well, prabably
15th to 16th century in date and backfilled in the 18th century.

3. 69 Carter Lane/10 Friar Street

The site is located over the eastern end of the Dominican Priory
church. Currently, a watching brief Is being carried out in advance
ofthe mainexcavation, andthe trenches examined in Decemberiay
within the area of the Prior's garden. These revealed a soil horizon
with clear evidence of rool and worm action and aithough it is
undated, it is probable that it represents part of the Prior's garden.

4. 2 White Lion Court

Awatching brief was carried oul In the course of a refurbishment of
2 White Lion Court. The site lies in the heart of the Roman and
mediaval city, just o the north of the Roman basilica. Excavation
revealed the south-west corner of a late medieval chalk undercroft
wall. It was standing over 2.9m high and extended beyond the
axcavation area. it probably dales o the 15th or 16th cenfury, and
was backfilled with decayed organic sills. The standing building is
a late 18th century brick structure with a stucco facade and brick
barrel vaulted callars,

5. Guildhall Yard

The area under excavation lies beneath Guildhall Yard, immedi-
ately to the wast of the main excavation completad in 1888. Further
areas of yard surfaces have been uncovered to the east of the
medieval ragstone wall which may be part of the property of Balliol
College known to have been located in this area. Occupation lavels
and bronze smelting activily have been invastigated to the west of
the wall. The site is due 1o be completed in January.

6. 45 5t. Mary Axe

The site lies in the nonth-east of the City, to the south of the Roman
and meadieval city wall. The excavation revealed a sequence of
Roman gravel quarries, followed by systematic dumping during the
meadieval period, but with several 13th and 14th cemury rubbish
pils. and 17thto 19th century brick features. The sile was complated
in Decamber.



7. 1-7 Whittingten Avanua

The excavation lies across the norh-gast corner of the second
Roman basilica, Roman reads to the east and north of it and
contemporary Roman buildings to the sast of the roads. Several of
the areas are within pre-basilican layers, with midden-type dumps
sealing afinely graded 'soil’ which might have been cultivated and
passibly ploughed. A marking out ditch and further building phases
are under excavation, as well as the gravals and associated water
pipes with iron collars from the north-south road. In other areas
further stretches of the basilca lloor have been revealed, and
further tessellated floors and painted plaster from the building to
the east of the straets.

8. Themes Exchange

The site is situated to the east of Southwark Bridge, close to the
confluance of the rivers Thames and Walbrook. A sequence of
early medievallimber and clay stone-faced earthbanks andtimber
revetmants are under excavation, and the remains of the Reman
quay, exposed during installation of the whaling beams and struts
are being recorded. During the course of bulk reduction across the
remainder of the site, an early medieval post and plank structure,
aligned north-south has been recorded, as well as an earlier east-
west revetmant.

9. Cannon Street Station

The excavation beneath Cannon Street Station has revealed a
vary large late Roman building with a wall of ragstone and liles, at
least 25 metres long and built on top of several hundred densely
packed timber piles. This was later than the north-south timber
quay, revetting the east side of the mouth of the Walbrook, and
supporting a gravel metalling lo the easl. Severallimber lined and
slone lineddrains have been recorded as well as the two presumed
apsidal bulldings.
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CURIOUS commiilérs c.m
now ses what archaeol

havea besn up 1o beneath

ncn Street Stazion.

An ezhibidon and video
ditplay opened on the wa-
tion's muw.lm yestenday,
:ﬂtmh;ug eRcavations
LS-:H";I: they began back in Ce-

The dig is next 1o the sits
of a su oirs Foman Gow-
crmor's Palsce frst disco-
vared in tha 1960s.A team
Ircam the Mussom of Loadon

believe & wall and an
exiemal meulled surface be-
tween the building and the -
wer, imcoverl on the pretent
xite, may be pan of the palice
complex.
Immedistely west of the
walls, isils have un-
upa:ﬂy#mmm a well-
A rentury Homan
Serfrors ¥

At thar Ume, the norh
hank of the Thames was ba-
neath where Thames Street is
loday, and 10 the west of Can-

mon Sirect Saton ram the
Walbrook River, which
flowed Tron Moorlields Do
the Thames.The cak water-
front is 1.6 mewes igh, and
caperts belisve ships
from all over the empire
would have mecred along-

side it 1o off Joad their goods.

The exhibition will an un-
ull the end of January, @l has
been sponsored by the British
Rail Properly Boand and deve-
lopers Speyhawic.

Ancient warehouse
found by riverside

THE well-preserved tim- .

ber foundetions of part
of the earllest medieval
warehouse vet found in
London are currently
being excavated by ar-
chaeologlsts from the
Museum of Londoa.

The site 4 on the north
hank of the Thames nesr
Southwark Badge, on the
Thames Exchange develop-
roent. Ealier thus year the ex-
fa\raucn, funded -(hy the
A 8 deus T Liomagu
Gl;ﬂmm: mewtnd B :I'qr

well preserved V3th-centory

tmber wine wharf. This Les

-directly opposite the remaina
of the Ih-orqfi.]ln.mm WaIE-
house on the south bank of
the Aver.

The [oundauens of the
north, south snd west walls of
the latest discovery consist of
tplit besch !rﬁ; baneath 2
packing of chalk snd pravel,
& Constraclion ulﬂir“qu:
previously unknown in Lon-
dom The east wall is different;
i consiss of vwo large base-

s with a slot between
runming the foll I5-
metre length of the bulding.
This side of de straciurs may
bove been closed off wili

planks at might but Jefl apen
during the day 1o enable mer-
i:hmdm: 1o be meved in and

T‘hc foundations a1t on lop
of 2 massive Saxo-Normsan
clay and earth flevd embark-
ment, with a cobkbled ramn
running diown on bo e .-
cient Ehuhu Toreshane, giv-
ing direct access to the rver.
Here s beach market would
have been beld, at which mes-
chandise was sold directly
frem the shops and bosts
g;;l::d an ig the [oreshore.
I t reference 1o such
a market in Londom dales
back o the late b cenmary,

w the time of Alfred the
Gireat, in o charer conceming
the Il.'ndmg place at nzigh
bouring Cueenhithe,

4
The warehouse is an exam-
ple of the son of facilities
used in the ancient pon of
London, a1 & tme when much
of 11 overteas trade was in
the hands of foreigm mer-

cleenis.

David
Amhagrumr C.nrg?nndent

B London's earliest medieval
warehouse has been uncarthed by
Muscum of London archaeolo-
north-gast of Southwark
ridge. The building, 15 metres
long by 5 metres wide and proba-
bly dating from the {ith or 1ith
ﬁ:rl;j'ry. may have been buit by
em  European, i
Scandinavian, traders. .
The excavation, directed by the
archzeologist Gustav Milne, is

funded by a Japanese pro
company, Kumag Gumi Uﬁ:d’

THE INDEPENDENT
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Race to record medieval site

ADRIAKN BROCKS

. ! i : s
"o Wi -

An archaen]ual wurkj],rﬁwrda}r on hu remains of a \‘al warehouse discovered u- I 1:| bank otthe™ &
The remains of the earliest medieval warehouse, dating from the tenth or Thames. The water

. i

warehnuse huilding to have been discove  eleventh century, was probably built by  preserve the timbers, be* .
ered in Lmduwﬁfhedum edtomake French wing merchants, who used on-  saturated that it wor J
way for a car park, archacologists from  usual consiruction techniques, The move them withops.
the Museum of Londen said yesterday foundations consist of split logs, Mr Gustav % "2
{Emma Wilking writes). laid side by side, covered with a packing  dinator, said ‘%‘_ﬂ%qﬂ a

A team of 15 professional archacolo-  of chalk and gravel, over which huge 0ak  beginning of 5. % ™" .
gists was yesterday recording the site  logs were placed to form the floos. the middlemzn 5 £

near Southwark bridge, on the north  The beech logs may have been used to  that great changeG: '™ ;i
bank of the Thames, before construction  stabilize the warehouse, which js built on.  rise of foreign merc’s, 4
starts af the end of Januwary. The subsiding land reclaimed from the trading.” 2
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