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INTRODUCTION

A

Contributions to the Mewsletter are still being volunteered in a
steady stream, but, despite the strong request within the question-
naire, there are no latters for the ‘letters page’. Any opinions,
thoughts, grouses or light hearted contributions will be included
unedited, as long as they are signed.

The copy deadline for the May issue of the Newslatter willbe the end
of the day on Thursday 27 April 1989.

v

A MESSAGE FROM BRIAN HOBLEY
Brian Hobley, Chief Urban Archaeologist, is taking early retirement
and will be leaving the Department at the end of March 1883. He
leavas this message for all DUA slaff -

‘| wish all staff good luck and fortune in their caraers and work inthe
DUA. | shall badly miss the stimulus of working logethar with all
staff, as well as the challange of meeting the many rescue demands
of archasclogy in the City - my prime objective since Decamber
1973 when | starled.’

A



yV

NEW STAFF The following staff joined the Department in March at Grade 3 -
Tim Carpenter

Mark Dymond

Tim Meighbour

Jonathan Raees

Kit Watsan

David Hollar

Erica Saracing

and at Grade 4 -
Caoimhe C'Brien
Simon McCudden

Staff transferred from DGLA -
Jennifer Hill

Michael Tunniclifie

Mark Atkinson

The following will join in April ai Grade 3 -
Simon Jeffrey

Damian Grady

Luke Fagan

David McEwan-Cox

John Hudswell

R Pilling

Transterred from DGLA in April -
D Cooper

Slaff transferred from Environmental -
Martin Bates

Resignaticns in March -
Mick Churchill

Kim Cronk

Tracy Wilson

Mick Shepherd

Contract terminated -
Roy Davies

Transferred to DGLA finds -
Patsy Philips

STAFF Jeramy Oetgen has been appointed to co-supervise excavations at
APPOINTMENTS 158-164 Bishopsgate with Simon Poole.

Kieran Tyler has been appainted fo work on the GPO post-excava-
tion.




PROVISIONAL SCHEDMULE OF FORTHCOMING EXCAVATIONSAND WATCHING BRIEF: 1989

TObAY“S DATE: In/5/89 April Hay June July
HAHE OF SITE | 310 17 24 1 B 15 22 29 5 12 19 26 3 10 1T 24 M
Anerica Square [4msTH 19 19 1 10 10
Guildhall Yard [JH -
Foninant House |HB 23 25 23 23 23 20 20 X0
Thames Exchange | 4H £ 5 B 5 .5
10 Friar 5t [TH 10 10 10 10 0
Cannon Street Statfon 5T & & 6 15 14 11 1
Cutlers Court |RE
Yintry |RE
8-11 Crescent | TH 0 10 10 10 10 10 10 10
168-170 Bishopsgate wb  |HH
T=11 Hoorgete whb |HH
22-25 Austin Friars | TH 5 1% 15 15 1% 15 15 15 WM 5

Ludgate Car Parks Arem & |RE
Ludgate Car Parks Arem B |RE
Ludgate Car Parks Arem C2|RE
Ludgats Car Parks Arem O |RE
Ludgate Car Parks Arem E |RE
Ludgat= Car Parks Ares F |RE
Ludgate Car Parks Ares H |RE

10 1@ 10 10 0

Ludgate Car Parks Ares J |RE 8 8 B
Ludgate Shafts 2B wo |RE 3 3 3

Ludgate Shafts &k |rE &

Ludgate Shafts 4B |RE L& &

Fleet Valley Seetion 2 |RE 113 13 13 T OF 21 14 1% 14 14 14
Fleat Walley Section 3/A%5|RE L B B B 3 B 8 B B

Fleet ¥alley Section 5/BE|RE
Fleet valley Section 3/BH|RE
Flest Vallay Section &/E |RE
Flest Vallay Section &/La|RE
Flest Vallay Section &/01|RE
Fleet Valley Section 6/C2|RE
Flest Wallay Section 7A |RE
Flest Valley Section TE |RE
Flest Valley Section 7C |RE
Flest Yalley Section 7D |RE
Fleer Valley Ssction TE |RE
Flest Valley Section T/FL|RE
Flest Walley Section 88 |RE
Fleet Valley Section BB |RE
Fleet valley Ssction B/HV|RE

M 15 20 20 12 12 12 12 12

0 10 10 10 0 10 10

10 10 1% 10 10 10
10 10 10 10 10 10
10 10 10 10 10 10
10

1 10 10 10 10 10 10
1815 15 15 15 15 15
18 15 15 15 15 15 15

21-37 Hincing Lane L]
52 Greshem Strest | 2
158-164 Bishopsgate L] 1 8 8 9 % 9 9 9 9 & 6 & 6 & 6 & & &

&-8 Bouveris Strest wh  |TH
12-15 Finsbury Circus ub |TH
23=26 5r. Dunstan s HiLL |TH

BT Bishopsgate ] e 2

BT Blomfield Street L]

-4 Grest Tower 5% | TH 1 1% 16 16 14 14 14

TE = 79 Leadenhall | 10 10 W0 W 10
34 - 35 Leadenhall | MK "

47-65 Bishopagate | MK 10

52 - 52 London Wall |HB § 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 15 15 15 13 1% 15 15 15 16 16
Ornend House [TH

Inmhalders Hall |HB 3 3 3

1=3 Castle Court |&T -

Harrow Place |HE

55 Basinghall 5t [TH & 6 & 6 2 2

25 Savage Gardens |HB I 3 3 3

TOTAL HUMEER OF STAFF REQUIRED
TOTAL NUMBER OF STAFF AVAILABLE

A05 116 117 135 153 128 139 147 1236 107 107 145 127 11% 105 105 104
118 1300 127 131 132 134 130 129 126 125 124 124 124
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APRIL DIARY

®» Friday 7th April
Developer Presentation for Little Britain.
Dave Lakin and lan Greig will give a short talk to staff in the
Boardroom at 4.30pm.
PLEASE NQTE lhat very few staff are now attending a seperats
presentation since it was moved from 2.30pm lo 4.30pm. If few
pecple attand on this date then we may consider ceasing to do a
staff viewing altogether.

» Monday 10th April
Staft Forum - John Clark. "Why plan for Disaster? (work on a
Museum of London disaster plan) 12.30pm Ed. Room C.

» Thursday 13th April
1.30pm Staff site visit to Dominant House

DUA STAFF ANNUAL REVIEW - 6.30pm Lecture Theatre
AllDUAstaff are invitedto a review of the work of the DUA inthe past
year.

Brian Hobley will summarise the year and John Maloney will talk
about some of the main excavations.

There will then be a buflet and drinks in the Museum Entrance Hall.
This occasion will also be the Departmental leaving party for Brian
Habley.

» Thursday 20th April
Developer Presentation for 2 Seething Lane
There will be a staff viewing inthe boardroom at 4.30pm and Sarah
Gibson will give a short illustrated talk.

» Thursday 27th April
1.30pm Staif site visi to Dominant House

® Friday 28th April
Developer Presentation for Cayzer House
There will be a stafl viewing in the boardroom at 4.30pm and Vicky
Ridgeway will give a short illustrated talk.
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TRAINING The training committee met on 28th February and approved the
following funding fram the training vote.

IFA83 3-5 April Birmingham.

Steve Allen

Rabin Boast

James Drummond Murray
Bill Sillar

Zoe Tomlinson

Ruth Wallar

Tim Williams

York University Workshops
(a) How do we get funding for archaeological projects

Rob Ellis
Simon O'Connor Thompson
John Maloney

(o) Drawing Plans and Seclions

Susan Banks
Majella BEgan
Tracy Wellman
Hester White

{c)  Recording and interpreting Brick and Tile

Naomi Crowley
Jackie Keily
Susan Pringle

{d) Presenting Archaeclogy to the Public

Julie Carr
Tracy Wellman

(8) Archaeological Dalabase and Design Management

Robin Boast
Natalie Tobart
Tim Williams

SCAUM - British Property Federation Conference

Hal Bishop

Rob Ellis

John Maloney

Marie Nally

Taryn Mixon

Simon O'Connor Thompson
Angus Stephenson.




Mark Samuel was awardad £200 towards his M.Phil,
The next Training committee meeting will be on Tuesday 30th May.

Health and safety training for staff working indoors has been
organised for Monday 17th April. Further details will be circulated
to those concernad.

In future training will be predominantly site based, with a service in
the Museum when relevant. Nick Merriman will visit zites on
Thursday 10th and Friday 21th to explain and discuss worked flint
and prehistoric pottery recognition. Other forthcoming topics In-
clude sampling and finds refrieval and the post excavation process
Susan Greenwoaod and soil.
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FINDS REPORT .

Alex Moore

o]

The last week of frantic activity at Thames Exchange yielded
several stunning finds. Notthe least isthe negroid headed wooden
scoop fromthe Romanfaoreshore. Not only isthis wooden sculpture
unigue in London but it could be of great significance worldwide, we
have yet to discover its wood type, and thus whether it may have
been carved in Africa. On Tuesday a pewter ring was found incised
with Anglo-Saxon Runes; the first three Runes are the first threa
letters of the Runic alphabel, howevertne remainder hava yel to be
identified. On Wednesday a small Roman mather goddess type
figurine about 15cm high floated through the pali Radice wall (that
which is meant to keep the Thames out of the site - tee hee}. This
figure is similar to one found at Toulon sur Allier; a highly stylised
woman sitting in a high backed cane chair suckling a child. Our
mother goddess has, howewver, lost her head. Late on Friday
afterncon a set of pan pipes were found in the Roman foreshora
sealing the Roman quay. The set of four pipes, carved out of the
same piece of wood, may represent the remains of a set of seven
pipes, a more usual number in the pan pipe set. Cne side i5
decorated withconcentriccircles. A gold necklace with glass beads
of green, amber and white, was also retrieved from the lorashare.

At Ludgate Car Parks Area A a complete green glazed water ewer
was recovarad from a 1m 40cm desp wooden barrel which had
been dug into the ground. This extremely well preserved wooden
barrel is to be litted for conservation. The same site has also
produced a two pronged bone handled Geargian fork and a silver
denarius of Constantine. Area 2 Fleet Valley has produced a
bronze dise decoraled wilh a lion; this may be a guilder's seal, or a
commemarative item given to guilds.

Dominant House, apart from producing mountains of building
material, has the only in situ ceramic water pipe yet to be found in
London. Also found on the site were saveral box flue tiles, some
Roman lamps and some good guality 1st century glass.

At London Wall a possible stone template mould for tin has been
found in a context whose pottery date would suggest a use prior to
200 AD. The site has also produced the 19th bone spoon from
Roman London together with a palaeolithic tool of Acheulian lype.

Various members of finds section vigited the Courage Brawery
sieving project on 23rd March and discussed both ils importance
and continued use within field, finds and environmental depart-
ments. The most recent noteworthy individual find has been a small
amber Roman intaglio with a horse and a fish motif.
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CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT _

Chbjects Treated In Lab

BOY8a textila fragmants;

TEX88 composite (metal/leather) objects;

SUNE6 and BOYS6 wood objects;

LBTES glass, copper alloy broach and gilded stud, as well as a
Saxo-Norman pot for a developer display.

The pot had been block lifted, as it was cracked and fragile, but near
complete. It was found upside down, in a pit, dug into a brickearth
floor containing the pot alone. The conlents of the pot were
excavated in the lab., while sticking together the loose fragments.
The base had fallen to pieces, resting near the rim level; therefare,
the contents reflectad only the context above the floor. Alas, no
hoard or any ather discernible feature was found within - guite
mysterious really,

Several notable objects from TEX8E have recently come into the
lab: a small ring with runes (the inscription is being moulded, to be
sent off for translation by specialists), a Roman gold bracelet/
necklace wilh glass beads, wood pan pipes and the ‘African’ scoop
(covered inthe press and EBC radio Alrica). The wood objects are
about to undergo an acetone/rosin treatment and should be onview
for a major TEX developer display on April 17th.

Objects Attended to In the Fleld

March was a quiet month so far as liting cbjects off site was
concarned; although at the time of press a novel technigua is being
applied to the lifting of a2 mediaval barrel well on Ludgate Hill .....
walch this space for news on how il proceeds.

Lectures given and Prass/Radlo Intarviews

Dana Goodbum Brown gave 2 lectures and practical demonsira-
tions to Institute of Archaeckogy conservation students at Birkbeck
College on the Scanning Electron Microscope and its analytical
facilties.

Rose Johnson and Robert Payton were 'on the air' on G.L.R. ‘Tim's
about”.

Suzanne Keene and Kate Starling were interviewed for an article in
The Times Careers column.

Dana was interviewed by EBC radic Africa on the treatment of the
Dana Goedburn Brown TEX88 wooden scoop.
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ENVIRONMENTAL DEPARTMENT '

A new member of staff will be joining the Environmental Depaniment
in the week beginning 3 April and he is Nigel Nayling. Nige! will be
employed as a dendrochronologist and will work on current DUA
material so that we can speed up our output of dating.

One intarasting aspect of recant work has been the potential for
investigating the sediments at Vintry House and in particular those
associated with what is commonly called the 'Saxon bank'. Field
gxamination and description of these silty clay sediments gave the
Impression that they had been deposited under fluvial conditions
and ware not likely to have been dumped by people. An analysis
of the textural, magnetic and biclogical properies of sampleslaken
through the sequencas is currently being underaken and will hope
to determine the environment of deposition and possibly add a new
interpretation to thesa lealuras.

Anothar area where much interest has been focused is on the
processing al tha Courage Brawery site in Southwark. Thiswas set
2 up in January of this year as a joint environmental, field and finds
venture, and our aim has baen to bulk sieve material, initially from
the waleriront excavations (TEX, LYD, VRY) forfinds and enviran-
mental material. The reasoning behind this was thal we have very
few assemblages of animal bone and pottery where we can use the
materal for statistical analysis due o the biases inherant in the
method of collection. Therefora bulk samples of batween 200 and
500 litres wera taken from the reclamation dumps and fareshore
deposils, between reveiments datable through dendrochronology,
and siavedto 8 mm and 4 mm. No finds or environmental material
were remaved prior to the sample being taken and as a result we
now have representative samples of animal bone and poltery, plus
other small finds, from contexis where a known valume of material
has been faken and everything larger than 4 mm collected.

Inorderto procass this material rapldly a cement mixer, the very one
in the photo. has been adapted by cutting out the internal paddles
and replacing them with rubber tubing. This machine is then used
to break up the samples, but not the finds! The resultant slurry is

passed throughthe sieves and the finds and environmental material
g collected. From the material we have recovered sofar it is evident

that there is a more diversa range of pottery fragments and animal
bone than that which has been hand collected from the same
i contexts on site. Howewver this does not mean you should all stop
hand collecting material in preference to bulk samplas, for the
former does provide invaluable information both in its own right and
as a complament to the bulk sieving,

The most notable single items recently recovered by sieving all
cormea from the drain fill associated with the revetment al Cannon
Street. These have included an intaglio, comb fragments and an
interasting worked bone which Finds are currently looking at.




James Rackham

SOME REALLY
QUITE THRILLING
NEWS FROM THE
OLD WORLD OF
WQOQD.

é

On 23 March an open day was held at Courages to show DUA staff
how the bulk sieving operation works. Following a mesting with
Environmeantal, Field and Finds personnel to discuss the relative
merits and future direction of the project, the site was open for any
inlerested to visit. The most impressive furn out {the only turn out!!)
came fromthe Fleet Valley Projectwhere the total fiekd team arrived
en masse. Thanks for this go to Bill McCann who appreciatas the
value of the exercise. For those of you who did not see the mamo
or felt thera was not any merit in the exercise (a rather sad and
misguided stance) we will be repeating the exercise in the fuiure.

A final point of intarest is the fine collection of desiccaled birds
recovered from the chimney at 52 Gresham Streat. Many thanks to
Tony Mackinder for drawing atlention to them, even if he wouldn't
pick themup. Once the flesh is removed they can be added to the
reference collection - any volunteers?

London, Lundenwic, and Londinum have all yielded up to our
department’'s probing trowels some enlightening relics of early
woodworking, Ourteam struggles against heavy odds to wrest the
faint footprints of axe, adze and twybill from the cold ground. The
silhouettas of the wood workers of yore are still faint but every day's
follmakes their cutlines firmer. [Some of you willken tha pun others
can chisel it out of me when nex1 our paths cross],

Of Londinium, |feel we are now, through the intrepid eflorts of the
LY Ddites able to say much more. The skills of the campenters,
whether free or enslaved, were fossilised under the iron road at
Cannon Street. They had built a house of middling fineness of
youthful oaks and earth, this they did join together with mortise and
tencn and halvings and capped the walls with beams held fast with
fairlapdovetails. Britannia's mists and storms did attack the tan soil
between the timbers, so they contrived to cut wide planks and nail
themover. The buildings so made as my sketch does reveal, stood
for many years and their gloomy interiors were lighted with il lamps
slung from the slender wall studs. A careless ancient did let the
lamps burn figrcely so they did scorch some of the said studs inthe
form of their flames.

The rude carpeniers of Lundenwic would not know all the tools of
their ancient guild fathers, forone carpenter, while the rotlen empire
did die, hided all ihe saws that Londinium's carpenters have used.
It was not for many hundreds of years that those saws were found
again and they could leave their scratchy signatura. That scratchy
toil the rude Saxon and Dane did not know, but he hath knowledge
from before history of how to make all things of wood using but few
tools and libraries of unwritten skill. The rays that weaken but also
beautity our nalive oaks were used by the rude but wilsy Saxon to
make boats, houses, and MILLS. The earth ilself spaaks volumas
of this skill and sometimes balches torth the tools that were ance
held in the house and stem smiths hands. The axe and augerfrom
the Thames Exchange, are just as they were lost by their Saxen
owner. Thea ubiguilous wattle fenced in all and with mighty staves
of oak might keep the wild Danes at bay. But several boals were
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wrecked fit no longer to ride the Thames' playful waves, just a few
of their black oak bones did survive forus 1o ponderon. But of the
nails which did tind them tegether there can be found many in
Vintry: one must picture there, as at the New fresh Whart, the
“beach workshop” mingling with the beach markets.

To make a bank against which the boats could bernth the townsiclk
did simply cut many crooked trees thal grew like weeds inside the
reef of the old Latin walls of Londinium and clothed them with a
mantle of sticky clay. Richard the malter and co found them there
and even found one of the posts used to hold the boats against the
lide.

Did one of the sons of the merchants who went to Lundanwic coma
back many years later and bring in a great barrel of ping, fishorwine
known now as retsina? Whoever did bring that barrel thare truly
shocked the coopers of Norman times as in England they knew
riven oak and beech but not the knobbly pine. Still they would have
seen the marks of tools they knew as they knew their own hancs,
the loraign cooper used drawshave flat and hollow and must have
used a great plane too. He must also have ridden that cocpers nag
the shaving harse, to hold still the staves long as he was tall.

Al Ludgale only a few years after | write wells will be needed, They
will be made round and of brick, but in their bottorn course a true
circle of oak will they use. It being curved and so much like part of
a ship a shipright willbe asked to fashion . He will use the crooked
compass oak and hold all rigid with treenails neatly made and
tightenedwithwedgss. The carpentars may laugh at his sirong and
labarous work saying “why don't you use tha Morway pine and new
nails like us? But the ruddy shipwright replies “my guild uses oak
no spengy pine except In decks where we leave it only a few years,
as you see at tha school for boys across the Fleet where the ground
is being made solid with beams from gallant ships”™
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PUBLICATIONS

OUTSIDE THE HBMC |

PROGRAMME.
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Having spent some time over the last few weeks attempting to
define what the departmant’s appraach to publication outside of the
HMBC programme is, and consequently finding out what my job is
about, Ithink it might be useful to summarise for everyone the range
of non-HBMC publication work.

INTERIM REPORTS

Mot publications as such but they can act as a link between tha
excavation itself and the production of a ‘glossy” type publication.
On a more practical nole every site from now on will produce an
interim report, primarily for the benefit of the sites davelopers. Such
interims will summarise the main findings of the excavation in five
or six pages. It is hoped that the production of these can be
streamlined so that they will take up very little of the available post-
excavation time,

GLOSSY BOOKS

This includes such books as The Garden House (Throgmertan
Avenue), 51. Paul's Vista, {Sunlight Wharf) and in preparation a
baook on the Birchin Lane site. Another four or five such books are
in the pipeline. One of the biggest problems with such projects is
obtaining sufficient funding to justify the amount of work invelved,
This problemhas largely been resolved by obtaining additional print
runs (paid for by the sponsor) for sale in the Museum Shop. For
example a thousand copies of The Garden House book were
‘donated’ to the DUUA and have sold well in the shop with all
proceeds going to the City of London Archaeological Trust Fund.
So not only are such books useful in fostering good ralations with
davelopers but they can actually generale some additional income
towards archasclogical rescue work.

ANNUAL REVIEW

Production of the 1988 Annual Review s now underway, this will
summarise all the excavations of tha year, in a popular style for
consumption by the public, developers and othar archasalogists.
Further detail will be given an ten particular excavations which have
been selected to show both the range of conditions we work in and
give coverage to all periods. Short sections reviewing the waork of
the other sactions of the department, (such as excavations office,
finds, environmental, computing and publication ele.), will be in-
cluded. Hopefully the Annual Review should be ready in July(?).
(NB. As anappendix a listof all staff who worked for the departmant
in 1988 will be included, if anyone has a persanal reason for not
wanting to be included could you let me know immediately).

TECHNIQUES MANUAL(S)

The praduction of the Site Manual is also underway, a rather smaller
version of the draft is being prepared for printing, (again expect it in
July?) The text will cover how to complete the context sheets and
include some further notes an recording and excavating. It will run
tc about 50 pages, be A5 in size and may or may not use plastic
paper (it depends on the cost). The material from the manual that
i5 not used in this small ‘'on-site’ version might form the basis of a
further publication, in the mean time the information will be circu-
lated, for use within the department, as a series of reference
manuals,



Cralg Spence

ARTICLES FOR JOURNALS/MAGAZINES

Such publications as London Archaedlogist, British Archaeology
and other journals all provide a chance for members of the DUA 1o
write general anicles or 'site reports’ (1l come back to this later).
Recently Damian Goodburn and lan Riddler have contributed
articles 1o London Archaealagist, as have a number of DGLA stafi.
We have also been invited to provide British Archaeology with one
or mare aricles on current work in London, if ANYONE (you don't
have to ba a senior archaeologist) is interested in preparing such an
articleis) please get in touch with me. If you are currently working
on an article for any such journal coukd you let me know please.

RECENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL REPORTS

Ingtherweords the archive report (level lll) summaries withthe 1:100
inferpretation drawings published, virually as they stand, in a
guarterly or bi-annual jounal. Mot much progress on this at the
mament, altheugh an increasing number of archive reports are now
beingpreparedin a suitable mannerfar inclusion. Ifthis goes ahead
soon it will provide an ‘academic’ outlet for the publication of
individual site sequences, possibly with soma alameant of finds and
anvironmental input. Isthis agood or not so good idea? If you have
an opinion on this let me know.

Mew areasfor non-HBMC publication wark lie mainly inthe direction
of sponsored papers, pamphlets and books. Whilst at the moment
such work tends to be site/excavation orientated |'d be pleased to
hear from anyone who has any ideas about non-site orientated
topics and/or suitable sponsors. You can contact me at Bridge
House (329 0825).
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FROM OUR FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT
...members of the DUA abroad

Nicopolis Ad Istrum,
Bulgaria.

.

Micopolis Ad Istrum is located in northem Bulgaria, 15km norh of
Weliko Tumovo and c.40km scuth of the River Danube. The city was
a Trajanic foundation on the Greek model and its prosperity during
tha 2nd and early 3rd centuries is shown by the many large-scale
building programmas.

Literary evidence from numerous sources shows that Nicopelis
suffered heavily during the Gothic invasions of the 3rd century; that
in 347-8 Goths under Ulfila were settled inthe city'sterritory; that the
city was besieged by the Goths just before the catastrophic defeat
of Valens at the Battle of Adrlanople in 378; and that the city made
a pact with the Goths contrary to the orders of the emperor
Thecdesius the Greal.

A bishopric is attested for MNicopolis in 458 and 518, it benefiled from
Justinian's programme of refortification and, as late as 598, tha city
is mentionad in connection with the campaigns of Comentiolus,
general of the Byzanting emperor, Maurice Tiberius. Soon atter, the
exact date is not known, the city was abandoned perhaps in favour
of the naturally defended site of Veliko Tumove to the south.

The site is stillisolated and apart from some possible Hunnic activity
there has been litle or no intense post-Roman cccupation. The
Roman structures have sufterad trom frequent and, at times,
systematic robhing. The stons walls and the stone foundations of
the mud-brick buildings in the nearby village of Nikiup are largely
composed of material robbed from Nicopolis. As recently as the
mid-2Cth century, stone fromthe city was used to build the abuttmants
for a nearby raiway bridge. This activity has had one impartant
advantage for the archagologist. The robber trenches and upcast
from them have survived and produce a detailed plan of the early

city (Fig.1).

The Bulgarlan/British project

In 1984 an agreement was signed betwsen the University of
Motlingham and the Institule of Archaeology, Sofia, under the
auspices of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and the Brilish
Academy, praviding for archaeological collaboration, Among many
other amangements, 1his included a five-year programme of exca-
vation and research by a British team con the site of Nicopolis Ad
Istrum. The main intention of the British ieam was to examine the
layout and history of the lale Roman Nicopalis thus contributing to
our understanding of late Roman urbanism

Cr. Andrew Poulter, Nottingham, the Directar of the project, had
previously suggested that the so-called castellum attached to the
south-gast side of the Roman city's defences was the site of the

late Roman city, It was constructed after the abandonment cf the
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Fig.1 Nicopolis Ad Istrum and the castellum on the south side.

(drawn from aerial photographs)

early city's defences, possibly as early as the late 3rd century. This
5 7 ha annex became the focus cf the Britisn team’s interest while
a Bulgarian team continued their work on the site of the early cily.

The firet British team in 1985 included just five members but this
number has now been Increased, with the agreament of the
Bulgarianauthorities, to 18. As with other projects abroadof this sort
it is not possible to remove the finds or environmental residues from
the country and only copies of Level Il documentation can be
removed. As a result specialists (eg. in ceramics, glass, coins,
human and animal bone and plant remains) ara included intheteam
to prepare level Il reports on processed material.



The excavation team is complemented by university studenis {of
many and varied disciplines) from Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East
Gemany, Poland and Russia. Afthough language problems and
lethargy often occur (ihe latter baing generally the result of discom-
fortin the hot and humid weather - tha tamperature is freguently in
the high 30's C. and touched 46'C. in 1987) this system has worked
rernarkably well.

Thea excavatlons: 1985-1988

The castellum was atlached 1o the south side of the early cily ona
plateau, cut by a natural nw-se gully. The plateau continues to Lthe
gast and west but on the south side a steep scarp slope, leading
down to the River Rositsa, enhanced the castellum’s defences.

The programme of excavation and research has included a total
physical survey of the defences, interior and margins of the castal-
lum and geophysical surveys (lotal resistivity and selected magne-

Fig2 Plan of caslellum showing tometer) of the interior and immediate exterior of the city. The
rcbber trenches. Letters efficiency of the stone-robbing provided a clear impression of the
indicate areas examined defences (Fig.2). The main gate, on the west side, appears 1o have

by British team.
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been a rectangular structure approached by a causeway. Twenty
towers, projecting c.15m from the curtain wall, were regularly
gpaced ¢.50m apart on the west, norh and east sides. As was
gxpected, fawar towers were located on the south side,

The absence of regular plans of robbed buildings in the castellum
suggasted that tha siructuras there might have bean of mud-brick.
The resistivity survey (Fig.3) showad many anamalies which were
thought to be the foundations of buildings and, at an early stage,
excavation confirmed these to be the foundations for mud-brick
superstructures. lllustrated are a range of rooms, possibly work-
shops of the late 5th or aarly 6th certury (Fig.2, D; Fig. 4).

Fig.3 Geophysical {resisitivity
survey) 1985-6 (by Dr.
P Strange). 20msguares.

Three areas across the delences and one across a road have been
gxamined. Twa areas on the ncrh located the main south gate of
the early city, and the road passing through it, and a large defensive
ditch, at least 7mwide and 3mdeep running parallel tothe early city
fortifications (Fig.2, A,Band C; and Fig.5). Occupation of 4th to Gth
centurles has been identilied but consists mainly of external sur-
faces and re-building and afteration of the castellum's northern



Fig.4 Byzantine workshops,
kooking notth-west, in
1987.

Fig.6 The lile flzor of the large
basilica from the west.

defences. Onthe south side {Fig.2, E), atthe south end of the gully,
a gateway through the |ate Roman wall circuit is in the course of
excavation. Elements of the structure survive to 2m high.

Within the castellum areas which showed as negalive or posilive
anomalies in the resistivily survey have been examined. Three
gxamples of the lalter have revealed; a. in the centre of the site to
the immediate east of the gully, the remains of a large Christian
basilica church, heavily robbed but still retaining much of its tiled
floor (Fig.2, F, Fig.6); b. a smaller church lo its immediate south-
gast (Fig.2, K): and ¢, on the south side, west of the gulley, a large
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Fig.5 Aerial view of the castellum's northern defences from the wast showing
robber trenches in the early city. The white rectangle (site office) on the right
is c.8m long.

building of unknown function (Fig.2, L). All these structures date
from the 4th 1o 8th cenluries and all were desiroyed by fire (but not
necessarily at the same time). Much cf the vaulted roof of the latter
building collapsed during its destruction sealing the floors and the
contents of the rooms balow.,

Post-Roman/Byzanting gccupation has been sparse. Possible
Hunnic grubenhausen have beenfound cutting the floorof the large
basilica, cne small 19th century house has been recorded and
numeraus fragments of 16th to 19th century pottery and Turkish



John Shepherd

SHAKESPEARE'
WARS OF THE
ROSES PLAYS AT
THE OLD VIC -

A REVIEW.

pipes have come from the upcast banks of the robber trenches and
tha slumps into tham.

Postscript

19889 is lo be the last excavaticn year of the current project. Since
1984, two more years hava been added onto the original five o
allow for post-excavation work to be completed (in Britain and
Bulgaria). In all, a total of 32 British archaeoclogists from units and
universiias around Britain have warked in Nicopolis including lan
Blair, Nick Churchill, lan Greig, Agnes Shepherd, Liz Shepherd and
John Shepherd of the DUA and Julian Bowsher, Gavin Evans,
Richenda Goffin and Louise Egan of the DGLA. Thig year 1he
number of membars on the team will ba increased to 20. Of these
at least 8 will be visiting Bulgaria for the first time.

As part of the agreement, Bulgarian archaeclegists have baen
funded to stay in Britain, visit and examine the nation's manuments
and musaum collections, discuss meihods with their British col-
leagues throughout the courtry and pursue their individual re-
search. So far at least 8 have had the (rare) opportunity to come to
Britain. At least 3 will visit in 1989/90, more in the two remaining
years of the project.

English palitical history is guilly ef having pravided mare boring and
tedious examination syllabuses than any other topic. However with
history it is often the writer rather than the evenis that are boring.
An excellent example of this occumrance is the period of strife and
dynastic dispute between the houses of Lancaster and *Yark during
tha late 14th and 15th cemurigs, oftencalledthe Wars of the Roses.
To ma the political history of this peried s an exciting tale of
ambition, conflict, intrigue, love and war- all the ingrediants of many
modern film scripls. William Shakespeare during the 16th century
realised that there was lots of drama in this period of history and
used the events of the reigns of 6 successive kings - Richard |
(1377-1339), Henry IV (1399-1413), Henry V (1413-1422), Henry
VI {1422-1461), Edward IV (1451-1483) and Richard Ill {1483-
1485) as the basis of a sequence of 8 plays.

This spring Michael Bogdanoy and Michael Pennington have
directed a season of thase plays at the Old Vie. They abridged the
3 plays of Henry V1 into 2, which resulted in a fast moving piot - with
a change of scena every 5 or 10 minutes,

The presentation of these 7 plays as a cycle or season is an
aexcellent idea as only then can each play be appreciated as a
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chaptarin amajorwerk. This style of production alsc has anumber
of advantages such as cne aclor being able to play a character in
successive plays. The importance of viewing the plays as a
historical sequence was enfirely lost on a Guardian critic (E/2/89)
whao wrote - "underneath its modish skin Bogdanov's Henry Vis a
right reactionary royal show”. While no one would deny that Hanry
V is strongly nationalistic and patriotic and that this is net to
evaryone's laste, it is notfairto criticise Bogdanov for sticking tothe
script - or he could not have called the play Henry V. Subsequently
the Guardian in another unfavourable review (13/2/8%9), did ac-
knowledge that the individual plays were part of 2 historical
seguence. A point which could have been easily discovered by
reading the programme.

Within, the framework of Shakespeare's scripts Bogdanov sat out
using the sets and costumes fo make a very personal and in my
opinion successful interprelation of the plays. The actors in
Richard Il all wore Regency dress and to represent the chronology
of the plays, ended with everyone wearing modern drass in
Richard Ill. Despite this changea il was still very sasy 1o identify
everyone's status, for instance statesmen in frock coals or gener-
als in scarlel tunics or batile dress. The soldier's uniforms did nat
rigidly conform with this chronology. The army of Hanry V at
Harflaur and Agincourt wera clad in modern combat jackets and
carried automatic rifles, so looked rather like characters from the
Falklands War. In batile they were accompanied by sounds of
halicopters and machine gun fire. Their French opponantis wore
Mapoleonic style cavalry uniforms and carried dress swords. Was
this contract intentional to emphasis the supariority of the English
weaponry - the long bow, which allowed the smaller army towinthe
battla?

Another very personal interpretation by Bogdanov was the Kentish
rebel and pretender to the throne Jack Cade in Henry VI (house of
York), who dressed as a punk and led an army of lager louts. Any
man who had a slogan "from & jack to a king® obviously had gone
1o the best advertising agency in Kent.

The final scene of Richard |1l was the triumphant new king Hanry
VIl addressing the nation from a television studio wilh a speech of
peace and reconciliation. | thought that he sounded rather like a
modern politician who had just won arigged election, conveniently
overlooking the fact that he had just invaded England, slaughtered
Richard I, then claimed the threne by right of conquest. However
Shakespeare was doubtless well aware that Elizateth | - one of his
patrons would not wish to see her grand-father porirayed in
anything but a favourable light. This point perhape prompted
Shakespeare to poriray Richard 11l as deformed in both mind and
bedy, when there is no historical avidence that Richard was a
hunch-back and had a withered arm.

COine wonders how the characters were porirayadin Shakespeare's
day, doubtless those actors playing the fools and drunks made the
audience laugh as they still do today. Shakespearg's success as
a play-wright surely stams not so much from his choice of subject,
but his great vocabulary and understanding ol human nature,
which has mada his plays immaertal.
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SEVEN GO MAD
IN SOUTHWARK

CURRENT AND
FORTHCOMING
PROJECTS

lan, Damian, Jon, James, Richard, Paul and Hugh did not know
whal to do. ‘Let's play football' said James. 'Good idea’ said
Richard. ‘Let’s play those bounders from he Museum of London.’
“Yes and this time we'll give them a good thrashing’ said lan.

So our brave haroes gathared in Southwark on the evening of the
22 March. 'Bags play in goal said Jon. I'll be the one to kick the
ball into the net’ said Damian.

The game kicked off. The Museum of London scored. *You roters’
said Paul, ‘Come on DUA. Casuals play up, play up and play the
game’. Wilh a display of Total foctball not even vaguely similar to
the greal Dutch team of the seventies the Casuals swarmed down
the pitch. Jon rolled the ball to Richard, Richard passedto lan, lan
passed to Paul, Paul passed to Jamas, Jamas passed to Damian
and Damian kicked the ball into the nel. ‘Hooray' they all said.

TheMuseumaof London scored. Damian kicked the ballinto the net.
The Museumof London scored. Damian kicked the ballinta the net.
‘| say you lellows’ said Hugh, who had gol lost and only tumed up
hall way through, 'Can | play toe?" *Alright” they said, 'but hurry up.’

Then just for a change Paul kicked the ball into the net but then
Damiankickedthe bailinto the net (again!). The Museumof London
scored and then a big mancame along and told tham to stop playing
as it was someons else’s tum now. (Final score: DUA Casuals 5 -
Museum of Londan 4).

‘Hurrah! We won' they all said logether. 'Let us go and refresh
ourselves with lashings of ginger bear.’ So off they went but only
after arranging another gams on May 3.

Fleat Valley
The Fleat Vallay project has got going in earnast with excavations
taking place under tha viaduct.

In order to help asses he archaeclogical potential a radar survey
- ag recantly used al York and, | believe, featured on Tomorrow's
World - is going to be underaksn in the near future, It is also
intended to buy a motorised augur so that core samples can be
taken both to indicate potential and ta record deposits that cannot
olherwise be safely reached.

25 5t Mary Axe

The site has considerable interest in that it Is partly within the
precinct of St Helens - the boundary runs through the site and it is
quile possible \hat Victorian walls along its length incorporate
medieval masonry, and partly wilhin the parish of St Mary Axe
whichwas bumtdewn inihe Great Fire and not rebuilt. It is thought
that preceding St Helens there was a Saxon church. Test pits
carried oul last year revealed skeletons and because of the pres-
ence of thesa threa churches more can be expected. The test pits
also showed a good Roman sequence.

Further test pits are proposead and it is expected that excavation will
take place later this year.



Castle Court/Bengal Court

This minute site tucked behind Birchin Lane was due 1o have
started in April. The development had involved underpinning much
of the site but in view of the exceptionally high costs of these works
related lo the size of the site the project has been indefinilely
postponed.

In an article in the City Recorder entitiad ‘Why the new City will be
more than a Square Mile' Simon Mitchell of Stretlons outlined how
he saw development happening in the next len years or so and
outlined three potential developments - (1) the site of the farmar
Eritish Rail Bishopsgate Goods Yard which is currently for sale; (2)
the Spitalfields fruit and vegetable markel complex which is al-
ready scheduled for a _500 million redevelopment and (3) the
Truman brewery in easi Spilalfields. He also feels that in London
with redevelopment of these major sites there would be infill
development of the remaining immediate East End.

All of these developments come within the current DGLA area.
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CURRENT SITES Excavations are being carried out on the site of the Roman Huggin

Hill baths. Alate Roman sequence of clay and timber buildings and
an underlying industrial sequence have been uncovered. The
buildings, with at least two room areas andacorridorwers probably
low stalus domestic residences. The industrizl seguence indi-
cated a variety cf light industry with a number of small hearths and
a very fine tile-lined kiln with associated ash sweepings, iron,
copper and glass slag. Opus signinum and tesserae may also
have been made within the area.

Preceding the industrial phase was a sequence of large dump
deposils and large quantities of destruction debris from the bath



complex, On clearing this away large araas of the baths building
and a complex sequencea of repuilds have starled to come 1o light.
A 3 metre high retaining wall forms a terrace wall retaining the
natural hillside. To the south the phases of rcoms include a large
central heated room with an apsidal frontage on the riverfront, a
large apsae facing west, an inlegral heated room with a possible
apse to the east and a fumace to the north. The ceniral room once
contained a fine masaic, most of which was robbed in the late
Roman period. Approximately 100 pilae standing to various heights
survive as do chimneys, drain pipes, andfurnaceflues. Work is now
starting on recording the features and unravelling the complax
sequence.

2. 10 Friar Streat

The site overlies the eastern end of the Dominican Priory (Blackiri-
ars) church choir, built ¢ 1279. Within the party wallwith 5-7 Ireland
Yard, ihe external buttresses and northern face for the northwall of
a 13th century vaulted cellar below the south Derter have been
uncovarad. The masonry stands 2 metres high and confains a
numberof ashlar features including a chamfered plinth, adrip stone
meulding and part of a window. Litlle of the church foundations
have been exposed, but a number of post-medieval foundations
and a large granitic mill wheel were probably par of the 'Tobacco
Manufactory',

3. 22-25 Austin Friars

The site lies within the area of the valley of the Walbrook stream.
Two limber-lined wells and ancther unidentified timber-lined lea-
tura have been excavated, although much work has been concen-
trated on clay dumping which overlies the Walbrook deposits.
Large guantities of painted plaster have baen recovared as wall as
a complete Roman pot. The site lies wilhin the precinct of Austin
Friars although as yet no related features have been identified.

4. 68 Uppar Thames Straat

The site lizs to the west of Southwark Eridge on the north bank of
the Thames and the excavation was completed in March. A
sequence of Saxon land reclamation, quays and associated sur-
faces has been established, interspersed with silt banks, arganic
clurmnps, wattle and brushwood rafts and foreshore flood deposits.
Abova the timber of the late Roman quay lay a deposit up to one
metre thick of nalurally lain river silts, indicating that the river may
have slowed, allowing substantial deposition on the banks of the
river.

5. Thames Exchange

The controlled excavation of the site at Thameas Exchange was
complated in March, although an extensive watching brief will
continue, The remaindear of the revetied Saxon embankment was
removed and from amongst the timbers the remains of three Saxon
ships were recovered, including articulated planking, a rib and part
of a keel. Benaath the Saxon foreshores were the remains of a
Roman landing stage constructed as an open-work structure but
with the timber decking subsequently removed. Beneath the
landing stage a unigque wooden scoop wilth a carved 'negroid-like’
head on the handle was recoverad. Other finds have included a
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complete Roman oll lamp, a sat of pan pipes and a ring with runic
inscription.

6. 62 Gresham Street

The site lies at the junction of Grasham Sireel and Ironmonger
Lane, both of which are documented from Medieval sources.
Sewveral medieval pils have been excavated and produced a shale
plate, iron hinges and a large quantity of tessera and marble.

7. 52-62 London Wall

The site liss within tha area of the Walbrook Valley. Severa
truncation in two of the originally planned trenches has allowed
three new tranches fo be broken out. Two of these lie over the
projected line of a road in an area in which Pit-Rivers observed
timber structures in 1866. Metalled surfaces with associated tim-
ber-linad drains and gullies in this area suggast that the road runs
NNE to S5W through the whole of the sile, and approximatsly 7
metres wide. In the north-west of the site below the marshy silts,
Roman clay and timber buildings with assoclated extemal court-
yard and pathways allgn with the road. The final area seems to
consist largely of intercutting industdal pits and dumps possibly
associated with leather working.

8. 41-63 Bishopsgate
No report received

9. Ormond House
No report received

10. Fleet Valley
No report received
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Remains of
five Saxon
boats found
in London

THE MOST important collection
of Saxon boat remains discovered
in Britain since the early 19Ms
has heen unearthed in London.

Dating from the niath to tenth
centuries, the remains of Ove ves-
sels have heen found 15 feet below
street level near Queen Streel in
the City. The discoveries are im-
porteni hecause they shed new
light on aspects of early English
maritime technology.

The LO0M-year-cld boat re-
muins include part of the deco-
rated prow of a Saxon er possibly
Yiking ship — the enly such item
found in England. The prow has
two holes in it through which rig-
ging ropes passed.

ere are more than 20 com-
plete and partlally complete nver-
lapping oak planks from a 500
trading vessel. The ship's rivets
— jron nails driven through
wooden pegs — are of particular
interest. Only one other example
of this construction technique is
known in Britain,

The discovery alsn includes a
dozen complete or fragmentary
overlapping wide oak planks, fas-
tened  tomether with 30 willow
peas, forming part of a second
medium-sized trading vesscl The
thin end of each peg was split and
t!l.[.‘lﬂl'idl!li Ihrtlugh ile inserdion
of a small oak wedge. As a sealant
between the hull's overlapping
planks, the shipbuilders used
wedges of moss, which have also
survived.

Orther features are o 15M length
of vak keel = still attached by
rivets mn fragments of planking —
from a 450t trading vessel, proba.
iy eapable of carrying seven tons
ol CArga, amd @ curved vak rib,
possibly from a 20t fishing ves-
sel.

The discoveries have been
made by Museum wof [ondon
teams, under the direction of Gus
Milne and Dick Malt, both ar-
cheealogists. The analvsis of the
boat remains has been unders
taken by Damian Goodburn, the
museum's timher specianlist,
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Roman relic shows early
RECENT PRESS COVERAGE ]ink With blaCk Africa,

I|.|

ARCHAEOQILOGISTS in Londen
have discovercd & unique 1,5%00-
year-old wouden sculplure of &
negro head.

The carving — found L5 feat be-
low street level at the morthern
ead of Soothwark Bridge — |s fm-
portant because, when taken to-
gether with past finds and his-
torical evidence, it suggests that
at lenst some cultural or other
contact existed berwesn black Af-
rica and Roman Britain.

Only 3.3 centimetres high, the
head acts as & handle decoration
at the top of & serving spoon.
Carved in the latter part of the
first century AD, the spoon — un-
earthed in an excavation directed
by Gus Milng, a Mus¢um of Lon-
dun archaeologist — was per-
feetly preserved because It lay for
almost two millennia in waber-
logged conditions within the
nurth bank of the Thames.,

Romono-British historical In-
farmation and archaeological
disceveries of black African rele
vAnCe are rare — hui there are a
few remarkable examples.

It is known, for instance, that
there was an African regiment
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$H)-year-ald speon handle sculpiure

By David Keys
Archaealogy Correspondent

based at Hadrlan's Wall — and
that, although most of its mem-
bers were Berbers, some may well
have been negroes from the
southern fringes of the Homan
province of Mauritania.

The regiment — knewn as the
Numerus Manrorum Aursfionarum
{the Aurelian Unlil of the Moors)
— was probably establlshed In
around AD 170 by the Roman em-

ror Marcus Aurellus, and is

own to have arrived In Britain
by the middle of the third century,
The 504.strong unit was based for
some time at @ Roman fort on Ha-
drign's Wall at Burgh-by-5ands
near Carlisle,

Certainly a negro Roman sol-
dler hagsed near Carlisle features
in an Incident recounted by a Ro-
man historian.

According (o an Imperial biog-
rophy, the Romen emperor —
Septimius Severius — croising
Hadrian's Wall on his return
from o war in Scotland, was ap-
proached by g black African sol-

found at Southwark Bridge.

dier. This incident neeurred just a
fow months before Severus's
death at York in AD 1L and was
regarded by him as a bad omen.

The soldier held cut *a garland
of cypress branches” [an object
with funereal Implications) and
Iz sald to have showted “You have
been all things. You have conm-
quered all things, Mow victorious
emperor, be a god". Since emper-
ora were often deifled ufter they
died, the compliment was back-
banded, to say the least,

From the other end of Hadri-
an's Wall — South Shlelds —
comes 4 further reference (o an
African who lived in Roman Brit-
gin. A tembstone — complete
with & rellef of the deceased —
mow in the Roman Fort Muscum,
South Shlelds, reads: “To the
spirits of the departed and of Vic-
tor, aged 20, a Moor by race, the
freed slave of Mumerianua,"”

ither Images of Afrlcans have
also been wnearthed st several
other Roman sites — two In
Wales and one in London —
wilch Further suggesis that pea-.
ple In Roman Britain were aware
of the existence s the negro race.



