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Wed -day, Birth-day, Die-day,

Congratulations to AlanT.
and Mrs. Alan T.(Jan). On
the 9th. March they will
have been married 13 yeara

also,

Congratulations to Debbie
Coote and Stene Priddy,
their two of Ken Dashes
flat mates,and diggers in
their own right. They are
getting married on the 27th
March.(Sat) 1976.
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AST.M.S

Pahruary has been A promi-
sing month 8o far, as regards
tke prospect of officiaml re-
cogniticn of ABTHMS m=s the DUA
Pield Htalfs union and prog-
rers towards & happy condcusion
ior our efforts to gain proper
captracta. '

&t the Pebruory Monthly Me-
eting John Echofield tnmounced
that on the advice of Mike Xen-
nedy of ASTMS the DUA Pd. Staflf
had elected a commitles {comp-
ricing of himself,Mark Herrisom
and Alan Thompeon) to deal with
patters releting to the cent-
racte for the ¥d.Gtaff., The CUA
welcomed this and gaid that the
soaner n dialogue between mana-
girnt ond stafl sterted the
beiter 1t would be for all con-
cerned.J, A.5, Teguested that
the commivbee be given the op-
portunity Lo see the draft ¢on-
tract as scon &8s posaible Lo
facilitate discuseion at the
aext Monthly #Meeling, and the
A spreed.The GUA,in answer to
& "liggers Question! , expressed
the hope thal the present staf-
fing level would be maintained
in 1974/7 but said that thie
ultimately depended vpom the
level of the DOF grant for the
coming year, whilch weuld be
¥nown in k-6 weeks., Furtber to
this the CODA said that ii ihe
number of staff had to he cut,
he would consult with the Pd,
ftafle committee, and then any
one invelved would be notified
at fhe emliest opportunity.

A reguest was made for a
fermal reply from Pay Collins
toran ealier enquiry concerning
the beak payment of BRI, cont-
ributione between Gth. April

CONFERENCE OF ACTION FOR RESCUE ARCHABOLOGISTS

and 31at.December,1975,and the
CUA said that he would see to
it.The CUA &ndé Ralph Merrifield
expressed itheir support of our
eodeavourc te gain formal reco-
gunition of AETMS as the Field
Staffs union,snd said that they
would cee Mescrs.Aulme snd Col=
Jins in this connection,

The saue evening of the dey
of the Mouthly Meeting(1ith.Feb)
the TUA Fd.Stefl met with Mike
Bennedy, and the mein nevs itenm
here was that M, K. bad phoned
Ray Collins &nd wag Informed
that the latter had written to
the Tawn Clerk reguyding ASTMS
applicotien for official recop-
nition as the union reprezenting
the DA Fd.8talff=M_K.is hapsful
that this preposal recieved the
suppert of the Museom of London.
The rest of the neefing was
taksn up with diacuesions re-
gurding conditione, contracis,
and salaries dn  oclther units,
what Lhe Field Staff would like
ta see i the Torthcoming cone
tracts,and currenli union policy
on terms and conditione of am-
ployment.

Frogress is definltely being
made towarde recopnition of AS-
TH5 by the corporatiom ae the
ms rd, Staffs official union,
and tLewerde a Tair apd eecure
baajia of ernployment for the DUA
archaeclogiste in the field.

The monkl: of Warch is crueinl in
the pursuit of the abave aima,
and it is very hoartening to
the Tield Eiaff to hHave the Tull
co-operation and support of Brian
Hebley and RBalph Merrifield, and
te bobth of them we may thank you.

HH. Unpon Correspondent.

58 Wardrobe Place, London EC4V SAM

To save you postage your forme
will be celiected from you
o Monday.23rd,.Febe..
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The editor has told me thet *! Economy tip Ho«.1.! for the
severagl readers have not seen Museum of London: high ranking
the point of some of my wittier officers could journey betwsen
jokee snd have even accused me Basinghall 8t. and Kensington
of being snide and spiteful Palace by tube and not by taxi,
against certain persons.Fumour The cost is about half and the
is pretean in its forms,snd time taken just as short.
you cannot expest to plesse iy
all the pecple all the time; #4s Tast week was not good for
nor,l suppose, can you expect relaticns between 5-§5-5-5cho-
all the readers to understand field J. and the boys in blue.
all tke time.ill my eriticicenms n Wednesdey he decided to take
have been made in jest and the his recently excavated human
spitefulness cr not is all in gkull,wko answers to Eertrand,
the readere own mind. For ins=- to his evening class (anything
tance, jokes about the mature to swell the register).Cutside
vears of your leader stem from Cannon St. railway station he
the fact that he haa surrounded was stopped by twe plainclothes
himself with & very dynanic policemen, and asked to reveal
young team,average age about the contents of his bag."Youre
18, whose zest and dedication not going to believe this...."
to duty will bring many laurels he began somewhat hesitantly.
to the DUAin the coming years. Four days later he drove to
The fact that he allows FH to Scotland in his fathers car
appear at all is unique in and was booked for speedingin
British urban units showing that Dalkeith,Midlothian,ten miles
the establishment is man enough short of his destipnation in
to conglder fruitful eritisisem Edinburgh,.He was doing 45mph.
- & sitvation not enjoyed  in in a 30-zone, While the cons-
most other unite, Tou are the tables were taking down his
best unit in the country, and name and address he told them
will remain so while HH is about the railwaystation and
allowed to continue. I suggest the skull.
that offended readers expand They were not amused.
their sense of humcour, and es-
sure them it is all meant in ToOtde=0)
fun.For thelir benifit I will in
future put a ** rating on each Charles Roach-Smith
funny item,and!! rating on the |
more sericus pieces, so that
there will te nc more confusion.

- L] L

Your feature "Finders Keepera?" in the 6=12 December issue
seems to join with the 'archaeclogisis' in smearing all people
who own metal detectiors.

It is a very small minority that raids archaeclogical sites.
Even so,it iz no excuse tc rate even this small minority along
with arped gangs who'have systematically stripped Mayan remains
from the Jungle before archaecleogiste could reach them.' 1
would say that the archaeclogists have had plenty of time to
reach Foman remaine in Britain.

I do not support the destruction of sites,but I would point
gut that while many sites are spoilt just as many are found
that would not have been found but for the detector users.

. G.J.Birch.
From the TV. Times. Radlett ,Hertfordshire.

Edﬂiﬂﬂi&i .

If you would like to answer this letter,please write to H.H. '
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A Burial From Southwark.

Despite "Who-dun-it mystery 1,700 years old" (London XEvening
News) and "Who Dun It = Murder most foul!" {South East London
Mercury) - this is our versiocn of the facts.

An inhumation burial,probably of the later Roman period, was
excavated in October 1975 during the current SAEC excavation at
Chaucer House. (A second burial awaits excavation).

The site is about half s mile south of London Eridge. It lies
just north-east of the projected line of Watling Street and acuth
of toe Homsn settlement.Poman burials have been found in the area
but only twe archaeclogically recorded- both bkth.century AD.in=-
humaticns at Swan Street(sese forthcoming LAMAS/SAS research papel

The Chaucer House inhumation was a rough and ready affair.The
body,in an extended position,lay face down,atypical of Roman in-
humation. The depth of the grave was only 25cms.- hardly deey
encugh for the skull to be covered.The graves small slze neces-
sitated slight flexing of the legs and the left armwas flexed with
the hand wedged up a2gainst the side of the grave. There was no
coffin and no grave goeds. The burial,aligned NE-EW, ia probably
pagan. The evidence suggests a burial without ceremony- the body
gimply bundled into a shallow grave. Preliminaty work cn the
skeleton by Reobin Watt indicates the individual was female, aged
about 35 yeara at death,and of small stature,about Lft 9ins.tall.
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mhe burisl is later than ditchee A,E and C which were dug in
the early Roman pericd, possibly for field drainage. The ditches
had gone out of use by the later 2rd century AD. South-west of a
later Roman ditch (D),ie.over most of the excavated area, a pau-
eity of finds suggests the commencement of s prolonged period of
inactivity. Weathering of the early Roman levels occurred and it
wae intc this layer that the grave was cut. Associated pottery
wae of later 2nd.centurry AD.date but the sherds may be residual.

‘L continued next page )
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It is perhaps significant that both buriales lie between the
possible line of Watling Street and ditch D. North - east of this
diteh there is a marked increase in finds of the 3rd, and Lth.
eenturies AD. Here, present evidence suggests some farm of agri-
sultural land usage continuing through the later Roman period.
Although it is tempting to see the sparsely - used area to the
south - west as a burial ground, ditch D could simply be a field
boundary. 1f the excavated material is that of a pauper,as seems
poseible, the grave may have been dug on wasteland btordering the
rpad rather than within the confines of a cemetery.

Brian Yule y
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If one was searching for
deads relating te a named
tenament ,church or wharf,or
to a nearby property- as out-
lined=- it is eimply a mattear
of picking out the references
and following them up in the
rolls, But if this isn't pos-
eible,thken it is a question
of locking at all the deeds
in the parish concerened. The
wain advantage of this ap-
proach, to be philomophical
about it, ie that in time a
useful collection of sum-
maries of deeds by pariesh can
be built up.Sometimes short-
cuts can be taken by only
looking at the deeds indexed
by street within the parish,
but usually the greater majo-
rity of properties in a parish
front onto the street anyway.

With all the relevent deads
abetracted from the rolls,the
next thing is to retire inte
seclusion, which ia a bBit of
8 "joke in the city, but es-
eential because this is where
the fun reelly staris. Each
deed normally mentions the
names of the persons of whom
the property is passing, and
most have details added for
further identification. The
most usual is to name the next
{- door neighbours on three sides

Archacology and Documents, The Husting Rolls.

Final . part.

(the fourth commonly being the
street) together with compass
point. This is normally suf-
ficient teo reconstruct the
relationships and tenures of
the properties, but it is
seldom that a&ll the odd bhite
fit into the picture per-
fectly. There are often gaps
or down-right contradictions
but the basic pattern is ob-
teinable. Woether the basic
pattern is of archaeological
significance can be another
matter: measurements are
probably rarer than 1 deed

in 20, and it ies much mor2
ofter the case that the ar-
chaeology %®ails cut they
docupentation, But thi=s is
bound to be the case, and on
the whole , the larger the site,
the bigzer the potential con-
tributinon of the evidence.
Witk the exception of certain
catagories of eite ( public
buildinge= eg.the wall and
ditch at Ludgate, and Livery
conpany property- eg. Triz
lane) the bigger the area the
betier = topica like The Water-
front,The Wallbrook,The Bridge
and so on, because only on
this scale cam population den-
sities or mcvements be ade-
quately detected,

Tony Dyson ;

S



Drawingboard by the Window.
The Storeroom,
Bedford Museunm,

The EZmbankment,
bedford 1

Bads.
1st.Feb.1976.

A letter from Hilary

Well,I'm at a loes for words,speechless,flabergasted,amazed,
gomewhat embarrassed,very grateful,and I can't really say thank
you enough.However,(here comes the boring bit)I shall try.Bow-
absut ,merei,beancoup,gratzia,danksshon,or if Jon-Jon has the
lutraaet hmdy- n¥F T‘*-ﬂ Seriously though,I really appreciate
the gesture you have made for me,and you have succeeded in
making me regret even more the fact that T no longer work with

talle.
%ifﬂ is very guiet here in the B.M,(Midlands) but at.least I'm
earring and I'm still in Archaeology,which amazingly enough,
pleases me greatly. St.Neots ware is abundant and my first task
is to draw up a sort of type series. Extremely tedious but blo-
ody good practise. The unit here is compact,elght peopleytwo of
whom are temporary. Ome site in progress all the year round-
think it'se R-B and scmewhere north of here.

Well I think that's it as far as my thank you letter goes,Il'll

see you vhen I wieit your E.M.

. Reep Emiling,
Hilary.

“ 9
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Darts March Report

Hitherto undisclosed reports
have Yeen revealsad to the HH
sports editer that Lord Kila-
anin was bitterly disappointed
by the complete eclipsing of
the Winter Qlympics by one of
the least publisised but most
passionately fought out com-
petitive occasions of the cen-
tury. The event I'm referring
to of course ie that whick has
had the eyes of the sporting
world fixed hypnotically cn a
small and otherwise undistine-
guished pub,the Globe,South-
wark,the scene in recent weeks
of the titanic struggle between
those officiandos of the "Jinm
Pikee" the -DUA and SAEC darts
teamg.

Id the first week a emall but

determined vanguard consieting
of Brian(Capt.),Derek,Mark and
louise braved the tortuous

route through the back atreets
of Sputhwark,a latterday haunt
of footpads and rogues,only to

geuifer a"Custers Last StandVof
a defeat at the hands of the
seemingly invineible SAEC. But
the second week was a very
different story, with the DiA
turning out in numbers and
like vepngeful furies winning
a victory marred only by the
lack of a passing Norse saga
writer to immortalise it in
verse, The third week could
have been scripted by Hitch-
cock, turning into a oliff
hanging draw that was directly
responaible for two cases of
keart failure amongst the au-
dience.And so the match atands
poised to be resolvedin future
weaks unless an epedemic of
scirosis of the liver or dart
players elbow or ouher occu-
pational nazards precludes it.
When asked for commente,the
organisers Alan Grant and Brian
Gilmour hicoughed and replied,
" Mines a ypint of Directors."

from Derek Gadd
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Dhstributed by Deutschebundespost.

Room 57.
Axelspringer Hotel,
Ecobley's Heroes. Schwanneurende,
¢/o. Trig Lane, American Sector,
Muzseum of London, ’ Weat Berlin.
Basinghall S5t,
london,
E.C.2s
Dear Bir,

While on my way to resesarch the likelihood of cosmic
intervention in early Burundi c¢ivilisation I happened to wvisit
the Medieval graveyard site of the GPO,Newgate St.and the
cbvious interpretation struck me like a blitaskrieg.

Note that 21l the skeletons have their heade to the west and
the attitude of the bones is obviously one such as would be
adopted if death were sudden. Evidently the skeletone have been
uncovered in three distinet groupings.

Allow me if you will to carry you back scme hundreds of years
in time, An alien rocket is in orbit about our earth.feeing it
to be inhabited,the occupants obviously wish to communicate with
the natives,.They send down a reconnaisance party.

The landing of a space rocket in early Medieval Londen would
no doubt have caused consternation among, the inhabitante,who
would have gathered toc watch the discent, This would have been
their undeoing. For the violent rocket blast would have imme=-
diately killed the surrcunding crowd, They would have fallen
down simultaniously and been at once buried by the debris of
soil bhrown up as the rocket plume impinged upon the soil. The
samie would have heappened to the next wave of people,who enraged
at the demise of their comrades would have hurled stones at
the rocket, This explains the incredible amount of etones I saw
on the sc ealled "ramp". The final wave of people,by now
terrified,would bave prayed to their God for deliverance and
been buried in the process. As they were all facing east the
abviocue infersnce is that they were all Muslims.

I therefore urge that all skeletons be tested for radio-
activity,that all excavators wear lead-lined elothing and that
the ramp area be excavated for traces of charred or melted
structurea from the blast.

Youre Falthfully,

Erich won Daniken.
FuaBa
With your permission I hope tec include this information in
my forthcoming book "Messages from the Stars'",subtitled "Was God
a Postman?t"

Something 1o Sell, or Wanted? ......use H.H.

The archaeologist is digging up,not things,but people.lUnless
the bits and pieces with which he deals,be alive to him, un-
less he have himself the common touch,he had beiter ssek out

other diasciplines for his_ excerciese. Sir.Mortimer Wheeler.
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" COLAS

As many of you will know
deubt kncw, I have been asso-
ciated with the City of London
Aréhaeological Society(COLAS),
for many years.hs ite chairman
over the past seven years ]
have eeen the Soclely grow and
mature, and its archaeological
potential increase to a point
where the DUA should be very
aware of its existance. It has
always been possible (for ome
reasch or another), to praise
the efforts of the membership
in the society, but never more
g0 than during these first
years of the DUA work in the
City. The main aim of the Soc.
hae always %been to assist,
wherever posesible, with arc-
haeoclogical excavation within
the square mile, arnd has been
doing this with some success,
since the foundation of the
City of ILondon Excavation
Group (COLEG) in 1965.

Sirce the founding of tha
DUA, the society has played an
important part in most ex-
cavations undertaken in the
City,and on occasions has been
the sole working force. Just
bafore the advent of the DUA,
the Bociety worked on the Milk
Street site under the direction
of Nick Farrant, with members
also working on the {inds,
which are housed in the Salt
Tower (Tower of Londcn). Plans
and sections plus the documen-
tory evidence have also been
worked on by the society Mem-
bership.

After the completion of Milk
Street, the society dealt with
Africa Fousej,and helped at NFW,
along with Trig Tane,Triangle.
and Seal House. Assistance was
also given at the Mincories and
Aldgate.Since the beginning of
1975 the Bociety has provided
help at the rivarside wall at
baynards Casile, done a ‘vast
ammourt of work at Canmon St.
and carried out its .own exca-
vations at Cass College under
the directiomn of Des Woods.Also
during 1975 excellent work was
carried out on my site =t the
GPD,Newgate Sireet.

At the tige of writing COLAS
menbers are working on the Forum
site in Fenchurck Strest,at the
weekends but.are stil] providing
a good working force for the GPO
excavations ae well, and T am
sure that if the need arcegqmore
people would be only towilling
to spare time for all this im-
portant work, -

I think the above account of
the work dome,and that in pro-
gress by the society is very
impressive, .and only hope that
all this workis appreciated by
the powers that be. For my own
part, T would like to say many
thanks to all society members
who have assisted in the arc-
haecleogical work in the City,
and may you always be enthusia-
stic enough to centinune your'
excellent work.

Alan Thompson
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It's a hard 1ife for sherds
these days. Untimely ripped
from the 2cil (a phrase I pin-
ched from a well-known arc-
haeologist- guees who?), they
are then subjected to a pro-
cess of severs interogation by
the finds section,located in a
remote hide-away known as Ken-
sington Palace, before finally
being allowed to epend the rest
of their days guietly in poly-
bage.In a sense,it's their own
fault as they are remarkably
reluctant to yielid up the in-
formation Ehat each possesses
the answers tc the vital gue-
stions "how cld?","where from?"
and "what fort".

Techigues for asking the
second gquestion have been de=
veloping rapidly recently:they
are based on accurate identi-
fication of the inclusiones in
the fabrics of the pottery -
geological compositioriysize,
shape,etc., a set form of gue-
gtioning- (known in the jargon
aa an "algorithm' )= and densed
by Dr. Peacock at Southampton
University- is used to identify
the different types of inclu-
sion.

The first stage of the exami-
nation is the traditional one
of strong spot=light and hand-
lene,.This is not often succes-
gful because the broken edges
of the aherd often develope a
protective surface,so that the
true nature of the inclusion
cannot be seen, Stage two is

thefore "to-make a fresh tregld

usually with a amall pair of
pliers (ouch!) scme archaeclo-
giets use a bottle opener,but
this ie banned as unnecessarily
eruel.The freshly broken sur-
face reveals +the true nature
of the sherd, and the intero-
gation can really start. Some
of the guestionsa are inpcuous
enough='"light or dark inc-
lusions?" for instance, but
some are extremely painful,
like " do the inclusions fizz
when touched with hrﬂrunhlofﬁn

We have ways of making you talk.

by

Clive Orton

acid?"(screans).Inreally dif-
ficult cases, an even nastier
threat can be used- crushing a
enell sample of the sherd ta
powder to extract the inclusions
for closer study. A whole ar-
moury of more sophisticated
techniques are avallable,at a
price: thin sectione, neatron
activation analysis and =0 on.

The sim is to produce a
clear and detailed description
of the material of which pot-
tery is made, for comparison
with other contexts on the
aite,other local sites,and po-
e8ible production centres. In
time a body of data will be
built np which will enatble ar-
thaeclogiets to study properly
the distribution of different
typea of poitery,and draw con=
clusions on (for example)trade
and marketing.

Sometires the sherds strike
back = recently we identified
{quite correctly)the inclusione
of some bhand-made black - bur-
niehed ware bowls as "meta- .
sediment". Excitement rose as
we discovered that the nearest
geological source of metase-
demant is in Dorset,that BBW
is thought to have its origins
in that area and......what-
ever were they up to sending
handmade peots from Dorset to
London? But it was not to be
= apparently the raw clay had
been imperfectly "wedged",
leaving little lumpes (rather
like the Luimps in porridge).
Onfiringthese lumpe had been
turned into metasediment.
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