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» THE FORESHORE IN THE CITY.

The aim of the foreshore watching
brief which was set up last year is to
assesa the archaecloglcal potential of
this area in the City and to =zet up a
system for individual searchers to
report what they have found-oo-ordinating
the information that in the past reached
g range of institutions, and perhapes more
failed to reach any. There has been some
dissatiafaction among searchers with the
their information was being handled, and
relations deteriorated particularly
during the period the new museum was not
opan.

While not taking the CBA'e extrenme
anti-treasure hunting line, it is hoped
that the Port of London Authority's new
by-laws and license for searchers will
provide some curb on the increasing
extent and depth of digging by the public.
Such restraints will hardly be popular
with the diggers of deep holea, but some
limits are necessary if any useful
archaeclogical observations are to be
made. In the absence of such guidelines,
there was a real danger that reporting
finds to the museum would be regarded as
a carte-blanche Jjuatification of any
methed of recovering them,

The discovery of a "boat' at Queen-
hithe (7%' down!) along with the rECovery
of a mumber of well-preserved weapons
ever the paat year caused anxiety that
something of imporftance was being dest-
royed. Having spoken with the Linder and
othera, I am as satiafied as I ecan be,
without having seen the actual timbers,
that it is not a Ci6th, boat, but part of
some sort of groyne* (still of interest,
but hardly worth the expense of a coffer
dam for a proper excavation a boat might
have warranted).

On the positive aide, soma of +he
diggers have been extremely helpful, if
one forgets the gquestion of whether
they should be digging at all; they have
gone oul of their way to repart an
antigue anchor and to bring to our
notice an area of possible pre- Roman
land- purface, with extensive botanical
remains, exposed at extreme low tides,
a3 wall as handing over to the museum
a few minor items.

Priorities for the watching brief
will be two areas with (delft and stone-
ware) kiln material, the former on a
poealbly original C1T7th.foreshore,
perhaps the chance to examine pipe
tobacco of the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries - for evidence of adulteration?
and an attempt to understand more Fully
the lead cloth seals, which have bean
found in greaster wvariety and numbers on
one area of London foreshore than any-
where else in the country.

The brief needs the public co=
operation to work properly; if the
worst aspects of treasure hunting can be
regtrained it could provide much useful
data., It will probably remain of minex
importance compared with the DUA'as
other sites and will tend to be operated
mora by observation and public relations
than excavation, but at the very least
the DUA is now showing an interest in an
area of the City where antiquities will
be regularly recovered from the ground

for many years to come .,
GEOFF.

¥GROYNE: Timber framework or low .

broad wall run out to check drifting

of beach and so stop encroachment of sea.
C.0.D.

MILK STREET.

In describing the GP0 as a mudbath
in. the last issue, the writer made an
error. Ite a damp patech compared to Milk
61l Since the jinxed GP(Q 'have-trowel-
will-trowel' gang roared inte Milk St.,a
mere four photographic cleans have heen
washed out in the last two weeks!

Degpite the mud aiding and abetting
backache and brulsed ribe, the spoil heap
and .concrete overlying the presumed Saxon
deposiis along the west side, has been
removed to expose a further 20 sg.m. af
presumed Saxon. A serieg of tips and a
clay-lined pit have been expoased, and
vnece the wzather holds it will be photo-
graphed in plan and section.

The central area hae provided six

pits, again poseibly Saxen, all of which
are almost excavated, These, due to the

the high water-table, have produced a
tremandous ammeunt of oganic material.
Whele lenses of seeds have been found,
and more unusually numercus heetles. One
pit has basal lining in excellent cone
dition,Another may show uaage beflore
it was used as a cess-pit. In this case,
a layer of oily, black matter was found
below slumped brickearth and strtigraphic
debriz from the pit-sides. Thase pits
alone should keep George happy for some
time!

Perhaps the most intereating
feature may again be Saxon. This iz g
rectangle of very well preserved wattle
gticks and withes enclosing about 15-20=.1
Its function is at present unkown.Hope-
fully more will be known by the next

izsua,
| by ROD.




GPO

The atmosphere on tha GFO site
now resembles an ‘'after the bomb'
geenario; no more is there an
avalanche of diggers sweeping
gerose the site,ss the familier
call of'tea’ echoes eround the
vasty spaces of the C2nd. Roman
levels and beyond, sometimes
reaching the Geodetic hut where
magician Mel and his assistant(s)
conjured up sll manner of wondrous
inventions, like slnk units,etc.
from nothing (see the Dail Mel
'Ideal Home Exhibition' at Olympia)

Another tear blotas my context
sheet as I write; where are they
now? gone, gone to the depths of
Milk Street, never egain to see
the light of day, and the black
clouds gathering behind St. Paulse
for a pre-emptive strike on the
latest photographic clean-ugp.

Seriously though, your corres-
pondent feels like the laast of the
illohicans, as the planned with-
drawal of the majority of staff
has now been completed. With the
exception of Mel, Geoff, Joanns,
Richard and myaelf, everyonre else
has transferred to Milk Street,
swelling the work-force there. The
idea was to switch the main effort
to the new site, with Steve re-
taining overall control of the GPOD
gnd leaving s "skeleton staff’
there to keep the site going.

Work continues, though more
slowly than of yore,- the elements
have not been kinder to ua since
Rod last wrote, though perhaps
spring is on the way at lasst; I'm
still looking for the first croeii
t0 appear on aslte, but they'd have
to be hardy saemersilles. Andy
found a collapsed wall (in sus-
piecious elrcumatances; could he
heve pushed it over to plan it
more easily?) Penny has left the
shelter of her Polyspan, and the
cold warmth of her Roman hearth,
for the Saxon levels of Milk St.,
following in Andy's footsteps.Orpah
was torn away from 'the kiln', with
the promise of greater and better
kilns elsewhere; this prize exhibit
has now been photographed for
posterity (and the DUA) bt Trevor,
alded by his gide kick Crispin.
Sight of the kiln prompted Trevor's
suggestion that the DUA might like
to preserve it in its entirety,

which led to Crispine imaginative
idea that perhaps the kiln might be
pregserved *in situ", with its sur-
rounding etratigraphy. Viasicns of
large hunks of site being cut out
like cheddar cheese snd transported

bodily to the basement by Bedfords....

Thanks to Andy and Dave, the dia-
play cabinet of GP0 treasures has now
been revamped, and the sub-titles
rewritten by Dave in his fluid
atyle, (well atleast they teach them
to write at Art School, even if they

can't draw!), sorry Dave;untrue,untrue,

anyway it's a diatinet improvement,
and a full house is guarenteed in
front of the cabinet every afternoon.
Well, WMilk Street have pinched
all our personnel, pilfered car
polythene, taken the tea-money,
filched the fire, so there's nothing
much left but to await the next
issue of 'UNDERGROUND' and hope it
doesn't contain too many articles

like this.
PEDRO
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asa newt.

from the mat!

A much strengthened, bottom of the
table DUA team, still in search of
their first victory of the season,
were'pipped at the poat' by the'arch-
demons-of-the board"' Southwark in =
closely conteated contest at the
'Wheatsheaf' on Friday,ISth.February.
This hard fought, gruelling battle of
no-hopers, (writes hard hitting Asa
Newt),in which no quarter was asked
and none given, eventually tilted in
Southwarks favour, who after half an
hour managed to establish s 5-0
winning margin. The DUA's fourth
consecutive was the biggest so far
this season and goes a long way to
ahow the depth of character of this
muchehsnged and muach maligned side.
Despite the slightly obvious
Joviality of the Southwark team,kind
words of commiseration were as usuaal
offered to our heartbroken team
eaptain by Leura, and the captain
promptly resigned. Our former leader,
affectionately known as "Le grande
white elephant" broke down as rehel-
lion broke out in the ranks, and we
have just heard that his mastera have
sent him to dig cess-pits at Milk St.

s iR Tkl B
CLOTHING ALLOWANCE, NEWS.

By the time you read this John
Maloney will probably have done his
rounds: distributing elothing
vouchers to those eligible.Phanks
again John! See you at Millets.

DOE. new.

50 ¥YOU THINK YOU HAVE PROBLEMS!

The DoE Central Unit have
recently moved into Carlisle to
do their first urban excavation.
They have a mere 28 days to ex-
cavate a site with stratified
organic deposits FOUR METRES deep;
the first metre contains 15
Medieval cceupation levels! This
town is built on a bog and is,
according to a top DoE man, " A
town with enormous potential'. He
is at present trying to arrange for
extra time., - Best of luck chapse.

The Central Unit has a very
tough schedule ahead of them:
their next excavation is a Roman
Saxon Shoreifort in Branchester,
Norfolk, after that the're off to
Dartmoor to a potentizl 100 acre
site, "esserich in the remains of
Bronzme Age houses, enclosures
and fields dating back nearly
4000 years".

Apparently jobs are always
available with this lot: Slaves
recieve the amazing ammount of L£15pw
clear and get free bed and board.
But one must be prepared to live
in caravans or tenits and be pre-
pared to live in isolation at times.

GARTGGHE,GRGSSWGRDS,AHTIGLES,JGEEE,
ete. needed. So come orn,help YOOR
newsletter! Circulation now topa
I00: it reaches far and wide,

_reader, from anywhere,is eligible!

CARTOON SUBMITTED BY SHIRLEY.

“You mean the wor's Finally over 7

AN ARCHABOLOGIST'S SONG.

My wellies stick, my jemns are rent,

Ir net 15 d=zp with rain.

Yy Bravel's stuck, and the glutinoes =mud

Ia thishk upan =y mane.

Sut =y trovel'o =3 bright as By swesthearts aye,
There's atrecgibh im arm snd wriat,

Ehat care I for wind and rain,

I'm en-archasologist.

CHORTS..: Lift your glasaes friends with mine,
The past muat not be nisced.
1'2 igncronee foe I'n historys friend,
T's er Brchacaloglst.

The deapest ceas-pit is oy home,
Hoaetns Malls, I share.

A btaule of conasete, irom ribbed,
&God sweet esarch szelling fair.
Let develzzore orly sand

Thedr zen to Barely root

We'll show the past can tell

42 we oppoura 30t hy foot.

CHORDS. ..

Bushing on froa site to site

To be there on tae apot.

A tima-presssd varfare wa sust wage,
Q= it's archaealsgya lot.

Hurrah! so dig 13 welcoze work

Toe archseclogiat kocws

We're hérs tO rescoe historys past
BzZora 8ll history goas.

cmmill

202000000000
adagtad by @00 from, "THE OFOLAWEZD RAPARZEN.
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TRIG LANE

AND NOW FOR SOMETHING

COMPLETELY DATED G« s 54

In 1973 Martin Biddle de-
clared that "...the potential
and reguirements of the archaeo-
logy of the waterfront present
remarkable opportunitie=z as well
as the requisite of large scale
excavation, and its associated
research and publication!.

The DUA's subsequent large
scale investigation of the em-
barassingly rich riverfront
stratigraphy has produced
results that are already of
international importanece.However
the programme is still unfinished
the Trig Lane excavations must be
extended northwards and those at
Billingsgate southwarda to
complete their respective
sequences, thereby producing the
story of London's development in
the depth of detail the City
deserves and the deposits allow.

To give some idea of the
enormous potetial realised by
the hard labour of our waterfront
team, we are now able to state
that Ms. Harding has completed
her initial work on the Trig Lane
dendro' report enabling us not
only to date our eleven principad
structures, but also to ascertain
how long each one was on active
services The two stone walls
lasted some two hundred vears
apiece, wheras the timber struc-
tures had much more varied life-
spans. Although the "projection"
lasted almost exactly a century
and the stave structure- with
major modifications after 52 years
years-= functioned for a total of
120 years, the earlier revetments
were in use for no more than a
maximum of 56 years, and required
frequent repairs. Infact the
carliest waterfront structure may
have lasted for only ten ¥Years
before substantial alterations
were effected.

In this way it is hoped to
paint a precise picture of the
chronology as well as the mecha-
nics of the City'=s 20 acre

reclamation at the expense of the
" fishful Thames",

EVERY HOME SHOULD HAVE ONE!

1 P.5. Dates quoted must be con-
sidered as provisional until final
checking is completed, and the
introductory gquote is from "The
Futgre of London's Past", which is=
available at your friendly Museum
bookshop at knoeck down prices—

G.M.
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It har @ pant, but vhak abouk
ftm future? [&)

Archasologinls are renavccld For
ok Baving thes, bel tEels sace
than happy te ezsaTats fiem, (%)

Up this lane tucy Ilrat found
the Coverscrs plaze. (§)

An imane Homn?® {2)

« Sherdn't ke difflenll io vork

oul thie ens. {3

+ DOoa"w belng tallit do Greencich

1o sontrel tha Thases. (T}

« Ellwe definllely has o }lklng

for & aortaln Frenoh [esmie
"article'. [2) abb.

Vhat nn Exat Ceuntrysin sighe ssy
AT ha spodled theae Ancleat
Britoma. (%)

Tatty saterial far lul'l.!.lrjnﬂ.s‘r
3

"How the wvest vas wan"? = I'11
drimke te that. (1) abs.

Hagrus Bagnuason wouldn®t watich
1t. {3) abh,

Bel you're Licked by this £2d4 ona.
{s)

Ta nix with ropaltyT (1)
Eioavator throwa pat = I dida'b
men Lta malea! [3) wbb,

It say have laln ir She grocne a
long time, but 1%"s the way to
get shead, (4) mmag,

A mipedfant, youthful Woman
Eaperor. (11}

pericer (3)

Cancert? Fa it"s parily a fiddle;
Bat I*d E my shirt om L1 olher=
wine, {lfu

Lagt of the iall stories-
esuse wpskalre? (1 & 2]

Tanll mischievious horsoe? 100
et iepeamiblet [3)

Ride alr of rupe and plllage? =
mot on wyour f1fe’ (7] mas,
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A rame that gaptlvabed

Enzllash heazta, at the same
fime as 4Id thalk &f WEllias,

On nol bat mearly & Bevins
drink = puller af lega? (2)
Lundem Tremspert Ball scht
Es wiw to dyed pacsens.

T) mnn.
The Feverss of am old
Iasbioned ponssal E;;uhqu

Spurrdz 1iks n pus sslling
heavy bwer — #n khe riverside
near Trig. {5-6)

The Mazans couldn't get sncag
of It = n cane o * The
agnin,pleass”. (E)

We voally take digging 1t ts
Beast = whatl (%) wan,

Egptian wersics of Cresk
warly christain symbelT (5)

Bearly ma old pub. {2)
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All Bresi to mel (3)
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like Lt sosmld mke you evy.
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~MONTHLY MEETING.
february.

MATTERS AROUSING.

A= The new Portacabins will be
delivered to Trig Lane sometime
in Marcha

ba. Ten Lockers have been ordered
by the Museum for the DUA.

c. Evening Talks: Brian Hobley
is to lead a seminar on Starff
Motivation.

REPORTS ON THE DOE GRANTS AND
STAFFING 1977-8.

In a staff meeting attended by,
Max Hebditch,David Wilson and
the .Board of Governors,etc. it
was decided that thare would be
NO redundancies next year and
the present level of staff will
be kept.
b. The grant for mnext year will
be £110,000; this is the same
as this year: no inflation
allowance to be made.
c. There seems to be a possi=-
biliy of the guota ef JCP
personnel being raised ta 25,
discussién with the Manpower
Commission is still in progress.
de There will be no money in the
kitty for volunters next vear.
€. Two new Supervisor posts are
to be created next year; this
will be possible when three GA's
leave. It was pointed out that
one of the posts will be given
to someone within the Unit,
leaving an ASS vacancy. The
other will be advertised, in an
effort to bring new blobd into
the Unit.
f« £12,000 has been allocated
for next wvears running costs,
ineluding plant hire for sites,
Because of this limited ammount
of money,plant,etc. must be eon-
sidered very necessary before
a quisition and ok'd by EBEH,
"eevery lean period we're

going through."- BH.

EXCAVATION PROGRAMME 1977-0.

a. Watling Court,(the aren
bounded by The Skinners, Ye Olde
Watling and The Red Lion), is

" A major possibility for nest
year' —-BH.

aa. Subject to one montha notice
from the contractors, its envisage
that Milk St. will be open for

i

about seven more months.

b Trig Lane is to have its ramp
finished, the area fenced off and
its nice new Portacabins in pre-
paration for the excavation in 1978.
It is possible that the area will

be smaller than that envisaged for

a 1977 start.

c. It was noted that David Wilsen,
{Saxon), after visiting the site,
suggested that Trig Lane should

be finished, because of the importance
of complating a full medieval water-
front sequence.

d. Jim Schefield is te be acting as
the F.0. until Trig Lane starts.

Or as Mr. Merrifield put it, "acting
unpaid”.He will also take over the
Watching Briefs and may be joined

by Steve,for a few months, upon his
return from Carthage.

e. Charles Hill is now working at
the Museum; this will be for approx.
3 months. From this day Charles has
no responsibility to the DUA, and
has, "... no authority on the sites"
- BH.

. The GPO site is to be phased out,
and be finished by the end of March.
1978.

g- Alan Thompson will be finishing
off the Church on the GPD site
during the Summer while Steves away
in the desert.

h. Steve wondered if apecific questions
had been asked of the GPD, Watling
Court and Trig Lane sites, making it
possible to balance them.

NB from BH the day after: Constant
and continual review of priorities
between all sites is made, but
specific questions will have to be
asked once Watling Court becomes an
excavalion.

EASTER HOLIDAYS.

Besides Good Friday and B.H.Monday
there are twe optional days. The

CUA would prefer the Thurs. preceeding
and the Tuesday after;, to be taken,
but it was decided after discussion
that the two days could be taken any-
time, but must be arranged with the
Superviser.

Unfortunately G.A's on the JCP scheme
are not entitled to the optional
days.. i }

STAFF RETORTS.

MILK STREET: There is to be a meeting
this week to work out a plan of
attack; inecluded are: Mike Rhodes
(Saxon), Steve Roskams{Archaeclogzy),
Jim Schofield (Med),Brian Hobley
(Roman) and Andy Boddington (Milk St)

pTO.
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MaM. conta

b. Harp Lane is now finished,
Andy commended Pip Thompson

on an excellent job.

t« Polyspans are to be erected
at Milk Street to waterproof the
site,{at last?)

d.An employee walked of the site
and went to the GPO. She was
repremanded by BH but alleowed to
stay. The CUA said that anyone
else doing the same in the future
will be dealt with very severely.
It was pointed out that the lady
did net go because of problems

on site or with Andy B.

JIM SCHOFIELD.

Seal House is to be re-written
in the light of recent researcha.
{(3etween Watching Briefs, SSS
and FO's duties?)

GPO

Worlk carries on here with a
skeleton starf of three. Because
of the reduction in the team the
twoypossibly three, buildings
showing at the present levels
are to be dug one at a time.

ALAN THOMPSON.

Aldgate is progressing well.
Barbie finished all the figures
before her transfer upstairs,
"working under Dave Parfit"
{her words) with Vanessa.

It was decided at this point that
any staff transfers must he dis-
cussed at the M.M.

CLIVE ORTOM.

drian Davidson was sympathetic

Lo the need for fittings for the
Polstore cabinets and will trv to
arrange a special grant.

Clive and Louise are having a
smashing time with the NFW pot,-
all is going well. '

TREVOR HURST.

Trevor was sick over the floed
damage and asked if the rooms
were to be re-decorated. BH is
seeing to it and was "glad he
brought it up".

Apparently the insurance for the
building only covers fire, and
not water damage: let's hope the
sprinkler system doesn't go off
by aceident!

STOP PRESS. Decoarating work now

approved and estimates

being
sought - AHa.

MIKE RHODES.

Mike has worked out that it will take
154 person years to draw B200 finds
(ex. pot)e A very lengthy discussion
by Mr.Merrifield, BH and Mike on the
selection of finds to be drawn.

All agreed that drawings mus=t be
selected... "..what is meaningful. to

the primary objective of the report",
- BH.

PEI'ER MARSDEN.

Work is proving very fruitful at
Gracechurch St. This Watching Brief

- a tunnel 1000'x 3'x4' high is
producing some very good information,
ie. Roman walls, two phases of pre-
Forum structures and an opus signinum
floor... on the rooafl

STAFF REQUESTS.

a. It was asked if it would be pos-
sible for people who require tetanus
Jabs on Milk 5t, to go one after-
noon to the hospital. This was 0K'd
by BH. as long as it is arranged
before hand.
b.It was also asked wether it will
ever be possible te ba able to '
extract required finds from the store
with the minumum of effort.- no,
unless paople on"site sort it ouk,
NEXT MEETING... 5th.April.
N3.This repert has been checked by
BH for factual errors.

omega,

domes needed for two frisky felines.
Baoath tabby,Aquarians and male. Ready
in six weeks. If your daft enough to
want a cat telephone Chrissie either
at work- 236-1946, or at home- 278-
9047 and ask for Little Treasure or
Middley.

Belated goodbyes to Trevor Dennis.

We have to announce the death of R.
Aimmerman.RIP.

Congratulations to John and
Cathy Maloney - the're having a baby.

In Service Training Scheme.
Charlette's gone to York, Phil Page
late of Oxon. has taken her place here,
while Dereck stays in BoedSeae==-=-=

Joanna Aldred leaves today (4th). She
has been working sa a volunteer for
gome time now and will be sadly missed.

She movea on to the Halifax Building Soec.
Best of luck Joanna, from us gll.

= sl




