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RADIO CARPRON
THE MAGAZINE FOR ALL AGES;

ESPECIALLY THE STONE, THE BRONZE AND THE IRON.

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROYM BROADCASTING HOUSE

It has long been the policy of Radio Carbon to encourape as much par—
ticipation ns possible from all mermbers of the aMuse. At a meetine with the
ton brass in October, it was agreed that our eirculation should be increased
50 a8 to incluwde all departments, with a [irmer cormitment to the non-
archacoloziecnl side of 1ife.

Ve have always tried to improve, and broaden the horizons of our humble
liztle mag., and we hope that nas many as possible of ocur colleapues at the
Fort will contribute towards making this a success,

It is hoped that all departrments will soon realise that RC is not just
an oily anarchie Rag (that is not to say that it isn't),but a vehicle which
exists for evervbody to be able to air their views or ideas,

Ynatever you do, it is of interest to other members of the Tamily: so &
write it down and tell us about it; and if you have a gripe, for Christ's
gake don't he scaredto say it, That is the reason for our existence.

We have already recieved a grand turnout from fellew members at the Fort
v in this months ish, with many promises of articles in the future. To these
people we are extremely grateful, az we always are to contributors at the
SUA, but especial thanks must go to CLE. for his determination to make RC =
success, If anybody would like to relieve him of the task at anytime, even
for just one ish, then they would be more than welcome. And we can't go on
without saying that our worse problem is, and always has heen, that we can't
tyne; so if anybody ean, and would, we would be extremely prateful: and
Tizgdy typed articles make us scream with excitement.

To finish off, we like to think that RC will act as an intiprator of all

merbers of the a'lhise, so that when our day of judgement at the Guildhall
arrives, we will all know a little more about each other.

And of course, Merry Christmas anda happy new vear to everybody!!! F

P}H- .

HADIO CARPON CHRISTMAS CARD

Opnosite it.is a copy
g#iof the highly sought after,
extremely rare and even g
educational-Radio Carbon
Christmas card, = |

. Produced by Duke |
Maloney in glorious tech- ° |
nicolour,the highly sousht
after, extrerncly rare and
even educational card
is & photograph of a
L beautiful Christmas eonifer

Sl standing next to o dashing
| fine stretch of the roman
land wall, as seen beneath
1-2 crutched Friars

If that wasn't enough,

il it all comes E% you for
sl around 17 or .
9o orders to John ASAP.




1ONDON PHOTOGRAPHER REDISCOVERED by Mike Seaborne

The Museum is showing until January ITth, ISBI an exhibition of photographs
made in London during the 1930s by Cyril Arapoff. Born in Russia, Arapoff
settled in England in 1933 and quickly established a reputation as an artist
with the camerz. His work fell into two main categories - theatrical and
documentary photography - and it was unusual at that time for a documentary
photographer to accepted as an artist because that type of work was generally
regarded as uncreative, Arapoff, however, succeeded in producing images which
went bevond mere record work; he had a gift of seeing character and of cap-
turing the essence of a scene as it appeared to him,

Arapoff's photographs were widely appreciated in the 1930s; he exhibited
frequently and his pictures appeared in many magazines and journals. He was
in fact a leading British photographer of the period. In recent years, how-
ever, despite an increasing interest in the history of photography, his work
has been consistently overlooked and his pictures forgotten. The Museum's
exhibition, as well as providing a fascinating glimpse of life in London
during the Thirties, serves as a reminder of Arapoff's place in the history
of British photography and brings together for the first time a retrospective
collection of his doaumentary work. Subjects featured include the Thames and
canals, the old Caledonian Market, hop-picking, and Hanbury Buildings, the
East End slum tenement described in 1939 as 'the plague spot of Fast London'.

Caledonian Market, 1935




PROJECT FUNDING - A NEW NAME FOH A HOST OF EVILS

It is very ominous that the DOE should have introduced their idea of
project funding at the same time as the government is planning and
implementing large cuts in public spending. The DUA must now submit a list
of projects to the DOE for their approval - and funds will only be made
available to finance specific projects. This of course means that there is
no committment per se to staff and even the modest security of a three
year rolling plan has been abandoned. This makes it hard for the
department and indeed staff to make long-term plans and must therefore
reduce the efficiency of the department. In particular this form of
funding raises problems where developers funding is available to finance
an excavation but is insufficient for post-excavation work. The CUA
raised the spectre of sites being dug with the pottery being stored
wherever possible, moved as necessary and analyses in some nebulous future.

Now this is all the result of a government who were supposed to be making
public services more efficient. It is true that the Department is
attracting a lot of developers funds but will they be so keen when they see
that the government is thereby shirking its own responsibilities? 21Y thi
takes us yet Further from a state archaeological service and looking into
the future we can see the government using this technique to reduce the -
cost of archaeology but at the same time severely impairing its efficiency
and further damaging career prospects for archaeologists,

Brian Hobley is confident that developers funds will be able to bridge the
gap between expenditure and the DOE funding for the next financial year,
But is unsure of how the Board of Governers will react to an initial
shortfall for the financial year. We are sure they will respond to the
loyalty of their staff who have stayed in post despite lack of job
security, by rejecting a return to the iniquities of a contract system.

THE FRENCH CONHNECTION

Psat , wanna expenses paid trip to Marseillea ? No jive man ,
all you gotta do is be a GA or ASS and under 30 on lst of January
1981 and be one of the two picked by Big Brian . The cover is a
British Council reciprocal visit of 15 london Museum staff to Marseille
scheduled to rendezvous for 1 week 'sometime in '81 ' ., Applications
to BH by early Thursday 11th December .. :

A SITE LESS MANUAL

Meanwhile at the fourth
annual British Archaeclopical
Awards at the B.Y....
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CELEBRATE AND BE DAMNED! A FISTORY.OF CHRISTHAS

Against the wishes of purist christians, Christmas has come to mean
to most neople; a tire to foreot about the Renrans and the Thatehers of
the world, anu, for those who feel they necd an excuse, .10 praciice n
little over-indulicnce in the dally intake of anvthing Yra. "hitehouse
wouldn't arree with, Put for these who heliove that cornercialise nas
kKilled off the traditional ressase of Christeas, a word of rood wil):
Christaas is po rore a celebration of Christianity than it is of the.
Solstice, or nurerous forms -of pagpan worship: in short, Christmas i35, und
has heen far sore time to difforing degrees, what yvou vevrsell wunt it o
he.

Christras is really a hoteh=votch sifailyr., Te Siv By o pirydit conif.r
[rom Alsace, eatline an Aztee bird and singins abovt a4 Behesdian kinpg call
Yenceslas to the tunhe ol a fwedish shriny sone, And Christons’ is aldays

naant to he white, aven in Floridn, ot the heisht of thelr poie Fegaon;

“hat makes Christras sach a uniqne patherine of idens for ford
celeliration, is the numarcus festivals whieh Yewe eoineided ;) thiroushcout

hWistory, peoumd Decow ep 2500, . t
' +
The Pruids celebrated mid-winters day, the rehirth of the sda {"Ne
originating from the peltic word meandnge "pew Lirth") with lipat and 14

frrom *hich the vule-log i3 still burat (or, at Jeast, saten).

: ]

Christmas greenery is also a pagan introduction, symbelisirg 1ife I
the dead of Winter. It was Pope Grerory in 601 wio told wruasting
Cantersury to «eck it the Chnrches with branches, just 1ike the pagar
temples, and make the Testiwval a Christian one. "Hor ist thenm pouw- sacriiles
animals to the devil”, he said, "but to the praise of God kill the anirals
for their own eatins". Bay, rosemary, Ivy, laurel and holly were accepted
into the Church, but mistletoe was considered to exdite heathen debauchery,
and was banned (oddly, Wwlly was approved of by the church, although o
holly wrenth was a4 sun embhlem).

The Romans held a festival to their pod, Saturs, which was a huge
bender of eating, drinking and present giving. In Britain, Saturnalin was
celehrated as the 'Feast of Fools'. the origin of paper hats in cruchers
Aates back to this festiwval of rnle-swapping, and so does the coin in our
Christmas pud. The coin was once -a hean and whoever found it becarme the
Bean King, or lLord of ‘isrule,

Chiristianity wasn't tolerated until the fourth century (first in Rors,
then in Antioch), and, for a while, a number of Churches, like the Rovzal
temple of Roedwald in East Anglia, had both pagan and christian altars, 4
little beforehand another relision swept throughout the Roman Empire:
Uithraism, Its temnles were very similar to the later christian churanes,
0f which a fine example was discovered in London. The Persian god Yithras
was supposed to have popped out of a rock on December 25th. By sheer
co-incidence, the popularly accepted site of Christ's nativity in Bethle-
hem is not a lowly cattleshed, but a cave ( a 'manamger').




Originally the date for the birth of Christ was taken to be January
18th, (still observed by the Armenian church). It then moved to Jan, 6th,
but soon found its slot at December 25th, despite numercous arpuements
ever since; people have often eyed the Glastonbury Thorn, supposedly plan-
ted by Joseph of Aramathaea, to see when it broke into bud, to signal the
real Me.Cov.

Bede, in his chronological writings, took for granted that the year of
grace must begin with the Nativity, Christmas day, but in his 'Feclesigps:-
ical history', since he was dealing with earlier documents, started his owrn
year from the Indiction of feptemher also, iiis chronolorical theory, reck-
oning from Christmas was,however, soon in general vorue. The Saxon and
Norman kings used it, and Benedictine writers, with characteristic conser-
vatism,still used it after it had been abandoned in most of Plantagenet
England in favour of January 1st,.

During the medieval period the festivities at Christmastime were bhecar-
ing less and less christian, until, in the 17th. century it was being called
'Pool-tide', In the middle of the church service, the doors wouldfly open,
and in would come hoards of people, scused and legless, done up in Montv
Python outfits. They let rip with pipes and drums, and rode hohhy-horses
down the aisle, The lower clergy pandered to the revellers by holding a
Feast of Fools in which burlesques of the liturgy were performed. In France
they elected a Pope of Twits, and prayerbooks were resad upside down by
false prelutes, wearing spectacles made of orange rind, while the choir
hellowed rugby-type songs.

Oliver Cromwell disapproved of these degenerate celebrations and, in the
1640's, banned Christmas altogether, forcing the shops to remain open,
Pecple were killed in the riots and Christmas went underground,

Fut in the romantic 19th. century Christmas rose arain (when in 18158,
‘Silent Night, one of the few christian carols was composed), and the
Victorians sentimentalized it (and also commercialised it with, in 1843, the
first Christmas card), to become the Christmas we know now, which stands
more as a celebration of history itself then of Christianity in particular.

P.H,

LDates

WEDNESDAY 10th DECEMBER 2:00 P-m. "COMPUTERS IN MUSEUMS ' £2:00
at City Yniversity s St. John St. EC1 ,

15-17th May 81 ., Urban Archaeclogy : Recent advances in techniques.
starring our own Steve Hoskams, Gustav Milne and John Schofield.
Oxford University Dept. Of External “tudies .

JUBS

Congratulations te Marie Barker and Jenny Norton for

their appointments to General Agsisstant ., and to Louise Miller
our new supervisor ., Une ASS job i3 still nutstanding .

A SITE LESS MANUAL

N IF UNDELIVERED
E_“FSPAPER s PLEASE RETUAN

THE GUARDIAN

164 DEANSGATE, MANCHESTER, M60 2RR. ENGLAND
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Taas " 1 *we,
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Iﬁteresting thing=s to deo with broken pottery: Part i.

Many people have asked me why there is such a backlorg in

the Finds Department ,and especially why ii should take s¢
long to process the pottery From an excavation. Sone alse
nuestion whether the resulting reporis were worth the effort,
To put ever¥one in the piecture I will describe what we are

doing with the D.U.A. pottery and why we are doing it.

| Bating
CROSEWALL Ay working on material frem stratified sequences the finds
' Section has produced a rolative sequance of fabries an! is
t e Y770 warking on a egimilor scoguence for formse WA can any therelorg
.7 ithat a certain group of poteery ia loter than anotiher by tha
T

range of Tabrics prevent in it. Yhen the saquence is tied
in te an absolate chronolegy, for oxompple tlie dendrochronolo-ic 2ls
dated watarfronts we can aleo say within limita what thg

absclute date of @ group of pottery should be.
The limits of ouy

daprnd

Umting pocerasy are constantly changing and

i) on the sise of the as=emblage that is being datedy
11) how quickly fabrics and forts wero chanuzing at the periad
in question,

and 414} on how much stratigraphie svidente we have Co- £l
paried in queations

I have recéntly Lona working on poat-mediaval material frowm
Aldgnte,Crosswall and Cutler Strest, For the 17th and 15th

measw - e £
Fas g LFabl ddp did) 8@ DU LB AL

canturies we have oany poeeible ways of dating a context,; o5,
. slay pipss,pettecy,colns and tokens, class-ware as woll as

1 ALOAATE = Peri od 4 8B VII Atratigraphic association. One resull of exacdning this masecs

3 haz been to show that mest of the srtuficts in &

crhsenlxlaga
c.171n0 wWel's lesa than 20years old when discarded. Tho olue+t ifsax

wera,as ans might expect, théd importod finawares. Indesd Chinsss
Percelein in 1Bth century

alder than olher wores.

contexts is uscally at least 20 vas=g

Intecpratation

Hest of onr offarts have gone ince precfucing a dated

sequence al potiery,since Ldm s the information that
thoe field section nocds -ost fraquently. However pottery
can be used in many slher ways.

By caleulating the proportion of wares froo diffearent sourcos

= i CUTLER STREET

s ot
T R T o e

& ::::.. :.:w.- -':::‘ g::ur. :::H :E P s Boll [ 3 !

r* '
i

i1  CUTLER STREET - 928/9

c,1740




in an ﬂﬂﬂmbllﬂ;t wo can raconstroct the pattgrng of lossl

aad intarnatiennl trade, Mere too work on the madioval and SMALL ADS

post-medieval periods,vhars we aldaéady have quits o lot of

zaformation on trade, £ vital in our attempts to undorstand JI.C'CO'-IGD.-'ETIHH "I'."L."'GTEDT

toe significance of pettery trade in usdocumentad periods

such as the Roeean and Saxem, i Oxford In-Service trainee,
it is oy improssiom that the sources supplying London in the | needs somewhere to wash her
Eedioval Feriod changed alowly regularly,nlthough thare may ! feet hetween January and

be changes in the forms and [‘n'bl:'.‘l.:':l-! coming frem thaans mourceosa | | March 198, Contach:

lezorted wares carely form oore than a small part of any ’ Pam Lowther

ssismblage by weight and in terms of ths bulk of pottery beins 48 Lyttelton Road

traded were unisportant but they do give us ons of the best Hraftwich

izdications af wealth that pottery can provide. Tores WR9 7AB

The histograms show the compoesition of three 1dth century Tel: Droitwich 2018

B3 sablages by source. The hatched columns are the porcontaga

of vessels while the plain columns are the perosntase by OR [
weight. The twe sarly groups, from Aldgats and Cutler Streat, I See John Wood at Broadecas-

ghew veary low parcentagas of importod warss by aither sothod
L gquantification whilst the third Eroun,from Crosswall

Btowa that Porcolain vessala were thie most coomon type round, |
althouzh by weight thay were only the Cifth most common Lypo. | WANTED:

ting House.

P.H. and K.P.F., require
good roller skates, don't
laugh, the ones with the
shoe attached. Sizes 9
and 7.

T think that this is due to the inbabitants of the Crosswall
8ite baing wealthier but it could also ba something to do with
'the type of depoait [ a cess pit compared with a pollar Fill
and a dusp in a disued eulveart) or with the difference in date.
1 thiak thaot these sorts of factors ars vary relovant in the
evaluation ef the results of mn excavation and will eventually
lead to A situation whers we can surgest how 4 proup of poitery
might have nccumulats] (opd tharefore what a featurs or part

of a aite was ussd for) and alsc the relative wealth of tha
occcupants of different parts of the City as refleeted in their
— FINDS — Putiary refusas It will be inversating to ame how this comparss

with the evidunce of ;lass acd metal finds,the types and guality
of bolldin

L8 present and any docusentary evidance.

o try and oxaminsg how oogch '\*a:riah,'l,;'tf in on as<mmolaza {8
due to functlonal AlfTercnoes (dic. the typn of deposit or
the astivitina taking plboce on the site] we hove boon trying
t0 agsitn functioms toa pottery forma and then comparing
o i the proportions of vewsels of poch function beatwsen &if ercnb
groups. The tws pie diag: nms compare ths mid-18th century
CROSSWALL azsembla e from Cutler Strest with the late=1l0th cemtury
L el . asssmblase from Crosawglls This shows that the Cutler Strooct
& group contained o much higher prapsrtian of Misselloneous

PIE DIAGRAMS |

vesaela,dncluding Clowerpots, and alse storgge jors. [
The Crosswall group om the other hand conlnined hizhar quantiti-a’ |

¥ % af lavatory wesssls {perhaps reficcting its use az a cosa pit) |
¢ - approzimately the same proportion nf kitchon wore and drus jara
Thflr wesif but a mich highar proportion of tablo=warsas

. The possibilitiss in thix sort of study are sush srostar inm
the later mediaeval and post-medipval pariods bscauss in tha
aarlier periods pottery forms wers less varied (se that the

Sl same form would be used for different functicos) and we have
' | nlma arbitrarily decided that any group with less thaan 20
| wvessel equivalonts in it s too seall to uae. This effectively |
C f removes most of (he early medicval and Saven Asssobiages,
Lo kotimine e

toman pottery can however be troated in just the same way amd
= with just the same potontials

Hh‘xh 7 o TR e




DOCKLAND HISTORY GROUP by Chris Ellmers

Most members of the museum staff will be aware of the existence of the
Docklands History Grow if only from the somewhat cryptic notices directing
visitors to the Education Department for its monthly evening meetings.

For those who want to laarm a little more about the Growp's, activities
please read ONeesdl

The Group began life in the early months of 1979 when people
from varisus seccieties and instituticns came together with the exprass
purpose of trying to foster a greater intersst in the historiec fabriec and
activities of Pocklands. Those present at the earliest meetings included
representatives of the GLC Historic Buildings Section, the Greater London
Industrial Archaeclegy Socclety, the Docklands Jeoint Committee, the National
Maritims Musemm, the Business Archives Council, the Museum of Iondon, the
Port of London Authority and the Docklands Boroughs as well as local history
and amenity groups.

Although many of these grouwps had a respsctable history of recording
in Docklands the first meeting of the Group began on a low, almost shamafaced,
note: most felt embarrassed that they had done too little too late to
record the large number of important sites and structures ‘thathad become
increasingly run down and derelier in the ten years since the closure of
the upstream docks and riverside wharves. Despite a depressed property
market and a wvirtuzl planning monitorium, speculation, dacay, vandalism
and an vnusually strong affinity of firebugs for listed dock and riverside
warehouses had helped redure the building stock drastically - once thriving
docks had become vast wastelands. Included in the casualty list werzas
notable listed warehouse buildings at Zt. Katharine's Docks, the London
Dacks and Cutler Strest which had given London the finest group of Georglan
commercial buildings to be found anywhere.

Following this somewhat ritualistic purging of the collective
conscience the Group kegan to meet regularly to take stock of what recording
work had already besn done, to assess wvhat needed to be Sone and to keep
its mambers informed of further potential losses to the building stock.
Working on the initial assumption that there would be no public funds
forthcoming to increass the number of professional fieldworkers, the Group
agreed to proceed with the limited cbjective of attempting to record only
those important sites faced with redevelopment rather than te attempt a
more grandiese, but unachieveabls, goal. From early on it was known that
a large gquantity of records relating to Docklands already existed in
public and private hands, albeit at widely scatitered localitiaes, If
duplication of effort was to be avoided it was essential that these records,
together with any others that may come to light, should be made known
and accessible to researchers.

Shortly after the first meeting of the Group, North East London
Polytechnic - agreed to finance a research assistant's post to act as Survey
Officer for the Group. A Survey Officer — Dr. Bob Carr - was appointed
and additional funds for his work were soon forthcoming from the Docklands
Joint Committee, the GLC, the Hational Maritime Museum and the Museum of
London. Bob's imnediate objective is to collect and organise information
on all aspects of Docklands History -~ a process which involwves searching
archive sources as well as photegraphing and recording sites and activities.
An important part of this work is to establish liaison with local awnthoritiss)
museums, libraries, firms and local societies. Sinece his appointment,

Bob has been active in recording a wide variety of sites, many of them
now already disappeared.

"



The end product of the Survey Officer's work; aided by an input
of material from other members of the Group, will be a Survey Report which
will include, for instance, a guide to the location of archival sources,

.4 gazetteer of important sites, biographies and notes on the whereabouts

of cral history material, It is hoped that the initial report will provide
both a foundation and catalyst for further work in the area. Te this

end the Museum of London plays host to the Growp's meetings and provides
the necessary secretarial services. Wa have alsc been activa in drawing
attention to Docklands through small in-house exhibitions such as

Goodbya London Docks and through our advice and help . to the TUC's recent
Docklends exhibition. The museun itself is an important rescurce housing
as it does the PLA photographic and cbject collections as well as a large
amount of dock archiwes,

Whilst the present handful' of full-time fieldworkers engaged
in Docklande (three to my knowledge) falls way below the number necessary
to provide a full and comprehensive survey consistent, say, with the best
archasclogical practices an important beginning has been made. 1In the
eight and a half sgquare miles of Docklands, howewver, the stage is now
set for major changes as the new Docklands Urban Development Corporation
begins to take up responsibilities early next year. If the unigue heritages
of Docklands is to receive the interpretative care, attention and presentation
it so rightly deserves far greater resources must be made available -
if mnot, future generations of Londoners will mot forgivwe us for our indi fference.

Demoliticn of listed warehouse buildings (1804},
Londeon Docks, Wapping, 1978




THE HAD;D CARBON INTERVIEW CUR PERSON. AT 1IPCS CHRIS JUGHNIDN

The object of this piece is to introduce gur new negotiations
Officer at TPCS to you . his publie , S0 armed with a sheas pfF
questions that would have satisfied an intervieing panel of ~
Parkinson , Day and Brian Moore y L went along to the Civil Service
Club to meet Chris Johnson-who has new donned the mantle previously
bhorne by Jenny Thurston and Ardene Hilton

Chris was born in Barrow=on-Furness 28 vears aga , he spent
most of his life in the north in Yorkshire and Lancashire . and the
northerner in him,with other aspects of his character, suggest he
will be a tough but fair negotiater with a strong sense of realism .
He was educated in both grammar and comprehensive schools but much
prefered the better teaching and freer thinking of the Comprehensive .

From his strong labour background he went to Salford to study
Civil Engineering at the University . Possibly to the right of the
icealistic politics of the students Union,he was none the less
active,becomming the Union's Academic Affairs Officer , Later Chris
worked for the Uepartment of Transpart sy Joining IPCS in 1974
and hecomming the full-time Branch Secretary of the Dept Of transport
/DOE Central Branch . Here he dealt with assorted séctions including
the Inspectorate of Ancient Monuments and the Archaeological Units
such &s Southwark , Staines and York .

Obviously his trade union skills were appreciated by IPCS as
they appointed him to IPCS in April 1980 ., His arrival at roughly
the same time as the retirement of Ardene Hilton and the promotion
of Jenny Thurston,has meant that the Museum of Lohdon is now
united with the London Museums and Galleries under the direction of
Chris . Apart from these branches Chrig alsoc looks afterhranches such
as - Urdnance Survey , the Hoyal Mint , DES , Overseas Jevelopment ,
and the lirghthouseé people at Trinity MHeouse . Thus Chris is confronted
with all the problems implicit in Government cuts s privateisation
and the 'rag-hag'of problems associated with the fringe bodies
{such as our vary-own Museum )} . To help tackle these vroblems Chris
can call upon the services of his secretary , the Research Dept,
Central Services , and the experience of his colleagues . And as
these inclurde his immediate boss Jenny Thurston who was previoulsy

responsible for mony of these depéirtments , this help can be - i
considerable .

Chris enjoys working for IPCS . particularly enjoyvins the
working atmosphere despite the often unsocial hours . As one would
hope staff relations are good at IPCS , the staff are comnmitted to
their work and the managermt is relatively enlightened . Chris
particularly approves of the attitude to the employment of women
as IPCS has , for a trade unicn,a high percentage of women staff
and a good record for the promotion of secretarial staff to executive
positions . One notable example is Jenny Thurston who has now
risen to the post of Assistant General Secretarv .

His attituwie to trade unionism is suited to the tricky
position of full-time IPCS staff sandwiched as they are between
& somewhat right-wing membership and the Trades lUnion Congress.
Chris therefore accepts a division between matters of legitimate trade
union concern amd political matters - believing that the politics of
a T official should be irrelevant to his performance in the job. But
Chris would draw the line strictly on the basis of Party Politics and
feels that 'political' issues such as CKD, Nueclear Power, abortion,
trade union reform etc, are all matters for union discussion and
policy making. Chris and IPCS have no ohjections to government cuts
per se,but will fight against euts that reduce the efficiency of
the civil service or of necessary services to the publiec. As IPCS
seems united in their experience that the cuts have been administered
in an arbitrary and socianlly harmful way this amounts to an almost
across the board opposition to the cuts.




Chris is very aware of the needfor a strong campaign by
all the Civil Service Unions to fight the cuts . He feels it
js vital to counter the press inspired antipathy to the civil
cservice . Union members can help by spreading the word and
by allowing the full consequences of civil service cuts to be
madﬁﬂ%pparent to the public and not covering for jobs lost or
work done . Chris is pessimistic in the short-term however
believing that civil servants will take industrial action
against their employers perhaps next year . He considers
industrial action to be a failure of the role of negotiation
but which is unfortunately sometimes necassary .

On spare weekends Chris , wife and 2 children have been
viziting some of the London Miseums he is particularly impressed
with the modern displays and exhibiitiens ., Knowing as he does the
problems that are confronting museums he is concernad that the
public sees only the highly professional surface and are not
aware of the understaffing and underfunding that underlie a
fine facade , He also sees the danger ‘that special exhibitions
may undermine the concept of free museum entry .

As an outsider to the negotiations,Chris is optimistic
about the future of the restructuring of ,old museum grading
system because it has fashioned a single structure that pives
seape Tor career development . One of his next tasks is to
convince the Board of Governors of the Museum of london that
this structure is appropriate for a museum of such national
importance , He thinks that the case is strong .

On the archaeological front he fhinks it is now time
for IPCS to begin to repay the subscriptions,rather than Just
recruit us ! TIPCS have set up a working party to look at
Archasology , three of its broaid.aims-sre to see if the funds
are well spent ; to investigate whether the relatioship between
archaeology and conservation are right ; and to examine the
finanecing of the units , salary structures and to sugrest a
carcer structure . It is hoped that a mport from this committee
will be adopted as IPCS policy and forwarded to the TUC -
hopefully to hecome TUC policy « (the present TUC policy on
Museums was itself formulated by IPCS .)

To finish this information on Chris,here are a few
additional issues Chris is for or agin . Fer :- the TUC
day of action - but was prrhaps prematu—e j industrial
democracy 3 Mew technology to reduce hours worked but with no
redundancies : job sharing . Against :- Compulsory redundancies)
privatisation ; cash limits ; the present governments economic
policy .

At this stage of the interview this reporter suffered the
Jouble embarrassment of running out of both ink and paper 2
But 1°d made 7 pages of notes , had a pleasant Chat for 2%hrs
and came away believing Chris would be a very goed officer for
us , I particularly like the way he dealt with a couple of tricky
guestions I asked . . : - R ; *

This month Chris , next Len , I'll leave Michael till
his leg gets better [

We
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IPCS MATTERS

IPCS has joined with the other Civil Service Unions
in a campaign against the governments unilateral abandonment of
their pay agreement , The pay agreement involved a procedure of
pay research which was designed to link ecivil service pay to
comparable pay in the private sector ., This system has heen
recommended by wvarious reports in the past as a means of ensur-
ing the guality of the eivil service and keeping civil service
uniens out of the political arema .

From the evidence of the 10.000 turnocut at the London
pay protest meeting organised by the Council for Civil Service
Unions , it would seem that the government is suceeding in
transforming docile moderate unions Into a militant and unified
group determined to break the 6% cash limit imposed by the Tories.
There was some dissension in the ranks as some were as angry with
the Union executives who were , it was said , not doing enough
tao fight the government . All in all thourh the meeting showed
a very impressive anti-government feeling .

KpF

APOCLOGESE ETC i

I think that I should start by explaining that I have
just moved house ( new address 12 , Alpha Place SW3 ) and my
filing system is in , shall we say = a transistional state
believe me I have searched but have net yet found - I suppose
I must come to the point - Dasically 1 can't Tind Mike Hammerson's
very fine teview of 'Archaeology of.the City.Of London ' . I hope
hoth readers and writers will forgive me but when I find it we
will put it in next 'months' issue aleongside reviews of books by
FPeter Marsden , Clive Urton and ofcourse the DUA'S own S5ite Manual,

; - Al |
3 Fecently we have. been rather remiss in our coverage of
staff happenings sueh as births and marriages . Sorry for any
we haive missed but we do really need a gossip columnist , Any
Volunteers ? Or perhaps you can sugrest someone suitable 7

The Dysons have..bgen blessed by a girl called Felicity ¥
and the Leass a som called ITan . We were all sad to see Jackie
(Harrison ) leave the DUA , site work will not be so much fun
in future . Temporarily , we hope we have lost the last of
aur short-term staff , FPoter Cardiff has been with us since the
heady days of Watling Court in 1978 either as a voluntesr or as
a member of the short-term staff , and despite the insecurity
of his employment he always managed somehow to start work with
a grin on his face .
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This report of one of the Museum's latest acquisitions
comes courtesy of the Marylebone Mercury, 14 November 1880
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A 200 - vear - old fresco
h'r;ﬁ heern_fou{lld htﬂnd
wallpaperin a Marylebone
house i

‘The histarie picture was
diseovered on the third
fioor of Mr. Leslie Dean's
ginteenth cenmiry house af
6, Gosfield Street. His
wife, Doreen, was scraning
paper from the kitehen
wall until she came 1o a
particelarly stobborn
paich, There seemed 1o be
imn older layer of paper
below, but at claser in-
spection thiz proved o be
paint on the plaster itsalf.

Ona friend's advice, Mr.
Dean telephoned the
Museum of London and-

wis asked nof to disturh -

ihe fresco until it haid besn
examined and phato-
graphed, It was later
“liftel” from the wall by a
teamn of technicians and
Taken 1o Ure museum for

restorakion. .
Saiol Mr. Colin Scrensen,
Eeeper of the Modern De-
partment at the museum;
Mr. Dean could have
heen thoughtless and
simply aver the
frezco; instead he aeted
sensitly and unselfishiy.”
hir, Sorensen describes
the fresco which, he eii-
e tes dates from the mid -
late vighteenth century, as
“a lintle clazsical joke,” He -
is convinced that the
picture of cupid having
Bired his arrow is "an
obvious piece of erotic
symbolism® pointing to -
the building having pre-
viously been usel as a
“house of ill - repate,” The
Ared was previously no-
torious as a “red light
dlistriet.” |

Mr. Sorensen was parti-

. - o T L

eularly interested by a

detail in the botlom left
‘eorner. of the picturs, It
shows a jug and a half -
finished glass of wine.
These are painted 10
appear as il they are
stanuling on a fire place
mantle shelf, which was
onee below the [resco.

Of litthe finamctal valie,
—twi thirids of the picture
are either badly damaged
o7 completely missing —

the fresco is, however, of |
significant historieal im.-" |

e ATE Very

aw redics of this kind of
notoriety,™ explains Mr,
Sorensen. %

£ The sleeping Cupid |

in detatl showinp the
porticulariy  inte-
resting wire jug and
ginss, The fresco hos
now been removed
ot i i breoled In
the Museum ol
Lanian,

1'_"1_ Phate Sourtesy of (he
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puE MEANING OF ARCHAEOLOGY

‘or some time now I1've been
irying to work out what it 13 all
yhout, archasology, that is, but
sventually came to the congclusion
‘hat there was only one way out
+¢ the problem: the dictionary:
1+ worked quite well actually;
32 ecourse I am blessed with the
sxtraordinary insight that is
necessary to people working in
an archaeoclogical capacity-inter-
pretive ability. Especially when
contronted with many answers to
few gquestions.

ARCHARDLOGY
The study of antiguities.(OED)Z
The science of antiguities.(5YJ)
2s we all Know, atleast those

o us who have had to suffer the =4

mnany problems involved when the
+ntellect is being stmulated,
shere are always promblems that
mave many answers, and on the
otkher hand, many Bnswers end
alwavs problems., For instance,l
usec two dictionaries (lexicons)
and they both gave different ans-
wers. Fortupnately 1t was obvious
L0 ny, shall we say, astute?,

{ shrewd,crafty) mind that to reach

a ceonclusion +hat would be accepted

by “learned parsongge throughout
+he archaeological world one must
nave the sbility (power to do &
chingplevaerness;imental faculty)to
~e2d betwsen the lines (pieces of
cord serving a purpose). And to-be
franmk I for one did not fingd it
oo difficult (deal with, or un=
derstand) even though it became
slear after several months of
very intensive entomological swot-
ting that I had only Just begun to
seratch the surface of the problem.
But I d¢id not give up!

Delow is ean example of my fin-
dings: an extract from my forth-

comning tome, entitled,"Archaeology:

we really dig it".

confronted with the two meanings

apove actually made the problem

ecasier to tackXe(gear or appliances
~or something).On the one hand was,

STUDY ,acquiring information; medi-
Tation,(0ED).(I should point out
hare that -

2O BEDK
&I 3

T e Y .H!.El&ﬂ-hﬂﬂ?ﬁz_li
lﬂHmH*{

at this point that because of the
sometines numerous meanings of
words I have, at my own discretion,
chosen the most relevant). SCIEINCE,
knowledge reduced to & system;skill
resulting from training,(58¥J). The
meaning i=z probably as obvious to
you as it is to me: To think about
acquiring erchzeological knowledge
by reducing evédence of training

to a system.

;. ANWILGUITIES, remains of ancient
times,(SYJ); ancient relies,(OED).
REMATNS, that which is left,(8Y1).
RELLLS,the bodies of deceased
persons {S¥J).

All pretty straight forward. It
shows the political way of life in
former days,ie. antiquities means
dead communists. 50 to sum up 50
far: archaeoclogy must be defined as
The thinking about acquiring know-
ledge of the training of dead
communists and the evidence reduced
to a system..

: 'FRank3dy, not what I for onse
have been thinking about over the
past few years, but atleast I'll now
know what the aims are and will be
able to approach my work with a
direction in mind (not meddle in
others concerns), and will feel
able to explain clearly and con-
eizely to anyone who asks me the
question,"What is so important I
about archaeclogy?", in the future.

HB. In the next issue I'll be
continuing thiz world shattering
digcussion, but with particular
referance to environmental work and
its impotance,ie. How the red was
fed; what are the origins of the
red herring?; did birds fly around
in circles because of a left wing
bias? and more generally, lasons
Marx: are they a gulde to the
building of a socialist structure?

JEBE.
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A DAY IN TIE LIFE OF J. BURKE=EASTON AN EXTHACT FRUN HI5 DIARY
Thursday 16th October

Woke up and got out of cupboard . Very dark this morning
because of rain clouds . Went to work , got wet , When at work
thought of the River Thames = always took it for granted .

Suddenly realised how guickly it filled up in times of
stormy weather. What would the streets he like if the rain didn't
run down the gutters and sewers into it? Problems on my mind
during the morning: For instance, what happens in Underground
tube tunnels? Do they have pumps pumping up into the river?
Did the Romans ever drown while fording at Westminster if it
rained? Or more importantly, what was London like in the days
when there were no gutters? Did the inhabitants have to put
buckets outside to collect the water to carry it along to the
river, or did they employ rain-catchers? Had theory at lunch
time,., Did the job of rat-catcher derive from rain-catcher?
i.e. when gutters and sewers were introduced and rats bred in
their thousands did the rain-catchers trade in their rain-
catching kits and buy rat cateching kitties? Gave up thinking,
got fed up pondering. Went home. Wrote diary. <Climbed into
ceupboard.

JBE

RADIO CAHBON HEVEALS THE KEY TO BEATING THOSE DEADLINE BLUES!

= - -— L T

" DEAR SIR..

by Paul Sellers

PARTY TIME

If you survive this lot, Christmas’'ll be a bit of a dissancintment...

FﬂTURﬂ@Y DECEMBER 13th, « A flat warming at Kevins new Place Just off the
Kings Road, 1f you can believe it. 12 Alpha Place - R till late,

WEDNESDAY DECEMEBER l?th:— (A slight prejudice on this one). Radio Carbon
invites you to a'Dissolution of the Guildhall' Christmas Party for a

mere E£2 each, Money to Diana by the 12th, Clothes must dissolve with
no chanece of reformation.

FRIDAY DECEMRER 19th. - The alluse stazes its Annual Feast for Christmas. A

., and well worth

never-to-be-forgotten treat, subsidised by the B.O.0
the £3, Monev to Garry A.5.A.P,
WEDNEEDAY DECEVRER 21st, - New Years Eve Part
the form of a Roller Ball!
skates.

¥y at Simen 0'Cots place in
Rollerskating atire, with or without the

; - x § b e Yy e - - 1
#ir l:“?r_'rr_!_r'_} T R R e T;u,m,iur:‘r-w‘g T o ms

i1 Invaders-order your
= Damart garments /\/7

s B

Be as warm as théwkﬁg | ‘
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MEET THE BEATLES. ..WELL, AT LEAST THE BEETLES

HAVE ¥YOU EVER wWONDERED WHAT HAPPEMS TO A S0OIL SANPLE
after it loaves the site?
How iz the time to find out.

There must be a lot of people who have been involwved
in taking Environmental samples, but have newver
actually seen the end productes If wou are intasrested
in seeing some of the work that is going on in the
Lnvironmental section and have any nuestions you
would like to ask = please come te the Environmental
section in Basinghall Street from 1pm on
Thursday 10th December.

“Although this is prlmarlly aimed at peﬂple
invelved in sampling on site; anyone else who is
interested is welecome to come along.

Vanessa and Anne.
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LONDON TOPOGRAPHICAL NEWS

Thie newsletter of the Londan mehlﬁl Sutmy
NUMBER 11 s WNovemnber 1580

CRAND CENTENARY OFFER

To reduce siocks und to make room for awer latest publicotions we are making a special oenienary
ofler to members. The complete S-volume set of Mills snd Oliver's Survey o the Bralliiag Sires of
e (it of London aiter e Groer Fire will be available for a limited period ot caly £5, The pormal
price is 1A, The LTS publicaiion is a reduced fecsimdle of the original inamescrpt wiiich nol only
describes the building sites with their measuremenis and bounds, but 2o inclades 2 Large rumber off
plans. By their systematic survey Mills and Oliver helped o bring ordor to the chaos of post-firs
Lendon and their work §sa first-hand source of great value o stisdents of London's topography.
The lour valumas of the surey ate enllanced by 8 ralume of introduction ard detailed indssey
{places, subisets and persons) compiled by Philip E Jones, somctime Deputy Keeper of Records at g
1he Carparation of London Reeoand Office. To onlar your copy please complete the separate oeder I
Torm. The special alier is only opes bo orders postimarked during the centépary year of 19800 |
(Extra time will be given 10 those living overseas. ) |

If you would like a set of Mills and Oliver for only £5, please see JAS
immediately (and certainly by 15 December).

THE CHRISTMAS 'GET YOUR CARDS' PROGRAMS were produced and directed by

Stanly Baldwin, aided and abetted by P.H., K. P.F,, and C.E. Additional

material was supplied by A.V., R.L., M.5., J.B.E., V.& A., J.M. and
J.4.5. With help in the typinz pool of the aMuse, B,.T. and J.A.F.

The front cover was hy P.H., while most other drawinTs were, ns usual

by our Oxford correspondant, C.U,
Presents for the young st heart supplied by K.P.F.

Yerry Christmas to all our readers, and don't forget to write...
”-'ﬁ) CARBON CoPY wRITE
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